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ADVERTISEMENT 
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By TH? EDITOR. 


(SS^^® A V I N G occafion, lately, to call on an ingeniovts 
^ H }^ friend, a gentleman of the law; I obferved the fol* 
sf^^K lowing IndiSment^ Trials and Sentence ^ lying, in ma- 
^ ^ nnfcript, upon his vriting-deik. As moft men are 
fond of perufing criminal trials, the title of this performance' 
excited my curiofity to fee its contents. After repeated import 
tnnities, I prevailed with my friend, who is aperfon of un- 
common modefty, to favour me with a reading of it. Having 
perufed it with oonfideraUe entertainment, I thought, (as it 
is extraded from works already in print), that the public were 
entided to a fliare in this. . I addrefled myfelf, therefore, to the 
author, for his permii&on to publifh it. He refifted my entrea- 
ties with that becoming diffidence fo natural to a modeft author, 
until at length, by mere dint of importunity, I obtained hia 
confent. z 

/' ... 

This is the «ra of improvements. . The public is prefented, 
almoft.ev^ry year, with refinements in phyfic, philofophy, ma- 
thematics, and the other liberal fciences. As I confidered the 
following IndiSfnent, See. as one of the boldeft improvements 
in the fcience of law, which the pr^fent age has produced ; I 
thought it^deferved the public attention, as juftly as many of 
our modern improvements in the Jlne arts. 1% is tryc, there 
have been many kinds of triab already publifhcd to the world- 
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We hzrt tctii trials fbr milHemeallors, trials for libeh, and 
trials even for a tre^af§ ; but the fellQifing is a new fpecies of 
thefc, and tiie firft fpedmen ^hich* ever was prdented to the 
wotid, of an indi£|ihent for high crimes committed by mens 
counteoances. 

Befides this coniideration, another of a very important na- 
ture deterrained me to pnblifh the foUowlng perforfmance. A» 
bout a dozen of years ago, the moral virtues received a very 
confiderable Edition to their number, by the labours of that 
ingenious phitefopher, I>aV1D Hume, Efq; To the old roll 
of moral exrellenciesy that gendeman was pleafed to add thofe 
of genius, wit, health, cleanlinefs, taper legs, and broad 
fiioirlders. By way of contraft to tibefe mcxiern virtu<!s, the 
reader will find, in. the 'following woik, a catalogue of. new-* 
invented, vicesy for which the world h indebted to the ingenuity 
of i^e Rev. Mr Adam 6ib» "Hkde are the atrocious crimes of 
fheering, fcrewmg up the tnosErtb, kni«tit>g the^brows, bna«r<t 
beating. Sec. And I caxmot kelp thinkitjig that the laft ofthefe 
ififtprovemetits will turn out to be o£ as mruch; if not of more 
^e^il benefit, to dre interfifis of this nation, than dtefirft. For, 
before the invention of Mr Hniae's new virtues, wehadas 
many old ones as we GOUldfud lisAh^e^ to jpiut m praftiee; but, 
as new vices are both more es^Iy fbanted and prafAiibd than 
new virtues, there is- veafon to bdittlre> that whet» 6xa CHOICE 
SPIRITS are certainly informed, that dicfe new improvements 
are really vices, Ihsy will praAHe dkem^^ mefcly (or the feke of 
their, being fuch. '£hv^ the legiflature will be under » Receffi- 
ty of cnaftrng new ftatutcs and penalties, for the puniflbment 
cf thejfe ; which cannot fail to promot&bufinefi^. fey iocreafing 
the prad:ice of }aw, iftouir courts of juftice. I mudr doubt if 
M# Hume's new fet of moral' virtues' will ever be attended tdtii 
fb many pujbUc adssaoiages, citfaec to the UWv or tor the iitges. 

a * 

I muft mention axvather reafotu which, influenced mtt to un* 
portune the. author for his permiffionto^ print the {<»Uowitig 
work. Although I have read many judicious and elaborate 

•npts, to vindicate the ]pni^ce of both the Englifh and 
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Scots clergy, who, though they, do not believe the creeds &£ 
their rcfpefthrc chtirchcs,v4o readily fobfcribe thefe as a teft of 
their orthodoigr 7 yet, I muft tonftfs, I was never thorotrghfy 
fatisfied with the arguments offered m behalf of their fincerity 
and ingenuity in doing fo. After all the profufion of learning 
and argument, which has been wafted on, the public in this 
caufe, there were fome ugly objeftions on thefe articles, which 
ftill remained unanfwered, and from which the narrdw-mindeA 
vulgar took occafion to impeach their fpititual guides with 
what they call difhonefty. The author of the fubfequent trea- 
tife has hit upon a plan, which will effeftually obviate all theft 
inconveniencies. By an exaft obfervatiOQ of the rules whicft. 
he has prefcribed, the clergy may not only fubfcribe the creed 
of this church, but of any other, and afterwards renounce 
^ their fobfcriptions ; without incurring theleaft fufpicron to tUt 
prejtidice of their fincerity, or giving the vulgar the fmalteft 
handle for charging them with difingenmty, Befides the fca- 
fonable relief which this mcafure wiH give to the confcienccs of 
many of the fiicred order m our native countty, it cannot fail to 
contribute a good deal to the Inward quiet of many of their bre^ 
threnfn England; tLsitwiiL Cmtttatis waf^tfir^ftrveas an excel- 
lent falvo for fatisff ifig the confciencesof fuch of the Englifh cler- 
gy, as fubfcribe the homilies and thirty-nine articles, and yet A6 
hot believe thefe ;. and enable them, at the fame time, to vin- 
dicate their condudt in afterwards renouncing their fubfcriptions. 
Efpecially, I hope, the plan propofed wiU afford a fatisfaftoiy 
defence of the fentence lately pronounced by Dr Durell, Vice-- 
chancellor of Oxford, and the other Ileverend heads of houfes 
of that univerfity, who expelled fix^ftudents from their fociety; 
for the hainous crimes of praying extempore, and aflerting the 
doftrines of particular eleftion, the perfeverance of the faints*. 
and jnftificatlon before God by faith alone : doffrines fo very 
obfolete, that thdy are juftly efteemed, by the members of that 
learned coUege, fuch hard fayings, as no man of liberal fen- 
timents*can bear them. Thefe peculiarities, Iconfcfs, to the 
grief of many worthy clergymen of theEngUfli church, hither- 
to maintained their place in the thirty-nine articles and ht«-^^*^ 
lies of the church of England 5 confequcntly Dr fiurrf' 


the other heads of hpufes in the univcrfity of Oxford, were 
wilder the difagreeable neceffity of fubfcribing the fame, at 
their admiffion to their feveral offices. But in whatever light 
this inftance of their conduft may appear to Mr Whitefield and 
other enthufiafts, it is amply juftificd in the following treatife ; 
and the uniformity of charaAer in thefe Reverend gentlemens 
renouncing; their fubfcriptions, is alfo clearly dempnftated. I 
obferve indeed, that Mr Whitefield, in his letter to Dr Durell, 
exprefTes his hopes, that fome gentlemen of that univerfity 
will in due time be expelled from Oxford for extempore fwear- 
ing, as well as others have been for extempore praying. But 
that gentleman muf): allow me to inform him, that although 
extempore praying is againft the exprefs ORDER of thp 
church of England, yet extempore: (wearing is not. For al- 
though that church has obtained an a£l of uniformity, obli- ^ 
l^ng all ner members, under fevere penalties, to pray by foritx, 
flic has not ayyet thought fit to iaterpofe her authority, in order 
to oblige them to fwear by form. Mr Whitefield muft therefore 
never expeft to enjoy the pleafure which he hopes for, of 
feeing gentlemen expelled from Oxford for extempore fwear- 
ing,' until the church of England iflues out an A C T O F 
UNIFORMITY againft this prance, under the fame falu- 
tary pains and penalties, by which, in the year 1 662, fhe pro- 
hibited the praftice of extempore prayings 1 

Perhaps it will be objefted againft the author, that he ia a 
retainer to Mr Gib, and confequently is partial to that gentle- 
man, in the account \vhich he has given of the procefs agai/ift 
the pannels, at his inftance, I- was aware of this objeftion ; 
and' therefore put the queftion to my friend, whether he was, 
cither now or formerly, in pay to Mr Gibi He anfwered me 
with a degree of emotion, expreffive of his abhorrence of the 
imputation ; by informing me, that he had not received, ci- 

. ther formerly or of late, any gratuity, reward, or pronxife of 
good deed, for his prefent labours, from the Rev. Mr Gib ; 
and that the only motive which prompted him to attempt this 

J^aflc, was a regard to truth, and charafter vilely traduced; ^n 
'f of which, faid he, every perfon of integrity ought to 


be an advocate. Befides, he added, that even the worft-natn- 
red part of mankind coiild not', with any fliew of detencyj- 
impeach hiin with partiality : as the following work is taken 
from two performances, the one prubliflied by the pannel^ 
the other by thfe Rev. Mr Gife ; to which he refers every read- 
er, who fliall icntettaln the leaft jealoufy of his being biaffed 
in favbnr of that gentleman. ^ ' 

Having thns introtlticed my friend to the *acqnaintl3ince of 
the public, I Ihall take my leave of the candid reader, by ob- 
viating an objcftion which the pannels, or their j&icnds, may 
perhaps fuggeft againft the following undertaking. They will 
complain, it is likely, of the author's feverity, in the freedoms 
which he found it necelTary to ufe with their countenances. 
They wiU allege perhaps, that as it is impoffible for any maa 
to mould his face, to the fatisfaction of every pei*fon who is 
pleafed to take offence at the fame ; fo it is ungeoeroHS to libel 
men before the public, for the particular caft of their coun- 
tenances. Bu|: I beg leave to obferve, in defence of both 
Mi^Gib and the author; in this particular, that as the high 
crimes charged againft the pannels are almoft all formded, up- 
on the immorality of their faces, the author was under a nc- 
ceffity to exhibit a true portrait of thcfe, in order to Verify the 
fcveral articles of the indiftment againft them. Nor does he 
think, that he owes them any apology for doing fo. For he 
is perfuaded, that if they had given due application, they 
might have reduced their faces, at leaft to fuch a decent ap- 
pearance, as would, in ^ great nxeafure, have i;emoved the 
offencQ which Mr Gib had fo juftly taken at thefe ; and had 
fhey had the good mapners to haye done this, they might, I 
doubt not, have^afled through the world, without either the 
Gendeman of the Law, or any other perfoii's airaigning thei)i 
for the peculiar vices of their countenances. It is certain 
' that the Chinefe, by proper care, can mould their feet into 
any ihape which they have a mind ; and the Moors, by the like 
pains, acquire that peculiar flatnefs of the nofe, by which they 
are diftinguifhed. Why, then, might not the pannels, w ith. 
the fmall U'oublc of prailifine half an hour, every m'orni 


fore a Ipoking-glaiS] in 4,uc time have moidded their couote- 
nitDces imo fuch an air of modeftyand meekness,, as would 
have afforded Mr Gib's confdeofC that rcaibnaWe fatisfaftion, 
(O which he was fo juftly entitled iroin them ? Had they 
vQuchf^fed to apply themfelves to this talk for fooK ioonths, 
it is likely they wfty^ have favcd both Mr Gib and the author 
the trouble of forming a libel i^ainft them. ' Thdr incorrigiUs 
oUlinacy, therefore, deferves no companion ; and if they dif' 
like the piOure, which the author has drawn of thent, they 
have themfelves to blame for affording him the original, 

P. S. I have taken th? liberty, with the author's pcnmf' 
CoD( to add a few notes. 
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ARTICLES OF INDICTMENT, 6c. 

'^^^^ESS. T s K— r, '^4 ^w B n, 

^ -<M^^J!^ J^ aad R 1 M n^ all and eveiry one of 

y*2 M *V y^^ panncls at the bar of the Rev. the AfToci- 
^4B^^ V^ *^^ Synod ; you and each of you are accufed 

%/oJ2r"*^o3v^ ^^ *^ inftance of the Rev. Mr Adam Gib : 
^^«^^ THAT WHEREAS, by the laws of 
this, and every other wcll-mann6red realm, the crimes of 
ovei'bearing and browbeating his Majefty's lieges, by haughty, 
fupercilious, and contemptuous looks, knitting the brows, 
fcrewing up the mouth, and otherwife f , arc crimes highly 
punifhable, particularly i)y an aft pf the Aflbciate Prefbytery 
of Edinburgh, which declares fuch behaviour to be AUDA- 
CIOUS and ATROCIOUS t; YET TRUE IT IS 

AND OF VERITY, That youthefaidT s K~^r, 

A ^w B ^n, and R 1 M-^ n, fhaking off all fear of 

the Rev. Mr Adam Gib, and regard to the authority of the faid 

* Thi» Indiftment, Trial, and Sentence is taken from two pamphlets ; the one 
entitled, *' Reaions of proteft, by three elders in the Aflbciate Congregation of 
Edinburgh, againil an ACT of the Associate Synod, atEdinburgh, April 9. 
1767, exalting the Rev. Mr A D A M G I B to a S^U P R K M A C Y over the faid 
Synods and judicatories fubordinate thereto ; and debarring thefajd three elders, 
and a multitude of other perfons, members of the faid congregation, from com- 
munion with the church, unlefs they approve of that adl " The other is entitled; 
' *' A Refuge of Lies fweeped away : In an anfwer to a moft falfc and abufive libel 

lately publifhed by T s K r, A w B n, and R 1 M n, latfi 

elders in the A^Tociate Congregation at Edinburgh, &c. By Adam Gib." 

t And then, in the way of fcrewing up the mouth, and gnafbing upon t!ie word 
erujt, he [Mr B n] declaimed agaipft them, with airs of horror and fupercili- 
ous contempt. Ettfuge of Lien, &€. f. 31. 

His [Mr K r's] words were nothing, compared with his mattner of fpeaking ; 

pointing at mej and diverfifying the face and tone, ^- with a furious and brow- 
beating contemptuoufnefs which words cannot paint. Ih, p. 54- 

\ Thus all decordm of the court was moft grofsly and violently trampled down 
by them, fo that the Prelby tery was reduced to an incapacity for getting any p'' 
per cognifance taken of fuch audaciws and atrocious bsbaviour, lb. p. 17a. in s 


PFefbytery, have pr^iumed to commit, and are guilty, aAors, 
art and part, of one and all of the faid hainous crimes of over- 
bearing and browbeating the faid -Mr Adam Gib, and his good 
co-preibyters, againft the peace of our Sovereign Lord the 
KING ; in manner aggravated as aforefaid, and to be particu- 
larly exprefled in the following articles of indiftmcnt againft 
you. 

A R T I I C L E I. 

That, in defiance of all the laws of good breeding, decency, 

and manners, you the forefaid T— — s K r, and your 

ailbciates, have wickedly and pialicioufly prefumed ta affumc 
and put on your refpe^Hive countenances, either by paint or 
otherwife,' a certain audacious and daring afpeft, expreffive of 
the innate haughtinefs and pride of your hearts ; to the very 
great nuifance and offence of the Rev. Mr Adam Gib, and the 
Aflbciate Prefbytery of £dinbyrgh. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

The panhels are charged, in thi$ article, with ailuming; 
a certain audacious afpeft *, e^preflive of the innate pride 
of their hearts. It is very cert^n, that the faces of moft; 
men^ are an infallible index to their difpoiltipns. There is, 
fuch a clofe cpmmunicatioa betwixt ihf foul and |he eye^ 
'^li^that pbyiktgnomift^ are at ao ipf$ to ^fcert^n, .not only s^ 
man's temper, but hif morals alfo, from the particular caft of 
his countenance. Mr Gib had ther^fp?^ good reafon to call 
the haughty and contemptuous looks of thiC pannels, particu- 
lar ^ of a grojsly immorai nature f. In tfai^i he is fupported, by. 

* All that I mentioned, was a haughty and fopfrciUous mdnn^r of hl$ behaviour 
toward me on that occafion. Rtfuge^ f». 33- 

f But I fhall now tranfcribe all the three, at the foot of the page ; as particulars 
of a grofs and atrocious nature, vith refpedl to an overbearing manner of bcha- 
-viour. And thefe arc indeed all the particulars, over and at>ove what I conde^ 
fcended upon in the motion, that ever I gave the {mallefl reafon or occafioo to 
think I meant, when I ever referred to any pa«'tic\ilars as of fuch a charadler ; ha- 
ving never referred to any, under the notion oioirties. 

I. ** Hereupon he [Mr K-r^-r] made a propofal of doing fomething himfelf in 
the matter, by way of rifing up in a very uncommon degree of paflion againft the 
rell of the managers. And when I have iince expoilulated with himfetf, to ac- 
knowledge an offenfivenefe in his manner of behaviour at that time, — I couid pre- 
vail nothing ; while he excufed it by faying, that there is a lawful anger. 

*. " I then propofcd, that the affair fhould be delayed till the.ncxt meeting 

^ of feffion, when the other elder from Ldth might be prefent. Though this was a 

iropofal on Mr K-7-fc-r's fide, (I having no otherwife interfered on the queftion), 

X he immediately iiekl up both his blinds at me, with the utmolt figtis of con- 
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Ac judgment of one of the greafeft adepts in, the knowledge of 
human nature, which this age has produced *. ** I have 
** feen,'* fays that great man, ** an eye curfe for half an hour 
*' together, and an eyebrow call a man a fcoundrel." It^is 
granted indeed, that every one is not qualified to underfland or 
explain the proper language of the ieatui^» ; but when men, 
by indefatigable aj^lication, have carefully iludied the human 
countenance, (which, it may he fuppofed, has been the cafd 
with Mr Gib), they are able to judge with as great eXaAiiefs 
of a man's temper and thoughts, by bk looks, as fome others 
can tio by his words ; and for this plain reafan, a man's fpeech 
is much more eafily difguifed, than his countenance. 

Although it is not charged againft the panHels, that they 
curfed with their eyes, (which I doubt not was the cafe,' al- 
though an excefs of charity did i^ot permit Mr Gib to chai*ge 
them with this) ; yet it is beyond all doubt, that they threaten- 
ed both Mr Gib and his brethren with thcfe f. For the article 
of browbeating alleged againft them^ muf^ certainly be, nothing 
lefs, than what the author juft now quoted, explain^ to be a 
calling a ipah a fcoundrel with the eyebrow. How; unfuffer- 
ably provoking is it to be menaced and infulted in this manner ! 
Indeed it is to be lamented, that our laws are fo defbAiv^, in 
taking proper cognifance of crimes of this kind. If a man 
-maltreats me, either with hand or tongue, I can have an aiflion 
againft him at law, either for an aiTault or battery, or for fcan- 
dal. But the eye and eyebrows, through the imperfedion of 
human laws,, are a fort of licenfed criminals, whom the arm of 
our law, long as it is, has not as yet been able to reach. But 
it is to be hoped, that, in due time^ th^ legiilature will make 
fuitable provifion againft crimes of this kind 5 and declare it to 
be as truly felony without benefit of clergy, to murder with 
the eye, as with the hands. For certainly,. if a deadly crime is 

temptaous mockery : whicUl couldput noconftruflion upon, but as adifdaining 
any favour to his fide from me, upon iiiy having checked him fothhmafjner o^ 
bdiaviour. 

3, ** Mr K T, at his own hand, made out a new frhemc for the turns of 

the elders at the colledion. 

" Thefe are fome particular^, '\*'hich ht reckons of no relevancy, though they 
are a fuflicicnt fwatch of a certain mafmer of behaviour.- — 

" And let it now be judged, how far thtjy hadjeafon to proteft againft me,— as 
loading them with general charges and accutatlons, and refufing to condcfcend on 
^ny particular grounds of oSance. Refugfi, &c. f.J4i*iAi* 
* Mr Ad D I s o N, 

t Neither can I be reconciled to the overbearing and threatening manner, in 
which fome of thefe advocates have behaved about that matter. Refuge, f. ?^ 
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perpetrated^ it ought to be of faiall account in law, with which 
of all the members of the body it is committed, whether the 
hand, the tongue," the foot, or the eye. 

It is an- eftablifhed rule among all phyfiognomifts, to take the 
meafure of a man's mind by his face. If the countenance i^ 
open and ingenuous, it is like a well-painted fign-poft, whicli 
promifes you an agreeable landlord, and good entertainment 
widiin. A vintner of my acquaintance in a country-village, 
was fo fenfible of the propriety of this metaphorical allufion, 
that, being difficulted for' a proper device to hang before his 
door, he very wifely determined to prefent his own fiicc in 
paint to pafiengers ; which happening to be a good jolly one, 
foon brought him all the buiipefs of his' way in towji. 

The ignorant part of mankind may perhaps be ready to raifc 
fome^ weak objections againft Mr Gib*s making the pannels 
countenances grounds of a libel againft thepi. But thefe are 
frivolous, and hardly worthy of a ferious anfwer. For it is as 
plain as funfhine, that one man may have a very virtuous face, 
and another a fcandalouily immoral pne. The univerfal confent 
of mankind agrees in this. Hence you hear nothing more fre^ 
quently, than that fuch a man has a good face, and fuch an? 
other a bad one ; which, according to the received acceptation 
of the words, certainly fignifies that the pne has a virtuous, the 
other a vitious countenance. 

Thefe obfervations are confirmed by the (uffrage of a late 
modern author, who, in his Account of Coriica, informs us, 
that the great Corfican patriot. Gen. Paoli, did not admit him 
into familiar intercourfe with him, until he had "^narrpwly exr 
amined the features of his countenance. IQeing an excellent 
phyfiognomift, the brave Corfican did with much more certain- 
ty afcertain that gentleman's friendly difpofitions towards him 
from the lineament^ of his face, than from either RoufTeau's, 
or the Count Rivarola's recommendatoiT^ letters in his behalf. 
For even thefe recommendations did not entirely remove Paoli's 
jealoufies of the author, until, by the rules of phyfiognomy, 
he was convinced by Mr Boftvell's countenance, of the upright- 
nefs of bis intentions in waiting of him. *^ I prefeiited him," 
fkys that author, " a letter from Count Rivarola ; and when 
** he had read it, I fhewed hiip my letter from RpuiTeau. He 
** was polite, but very referved* I had ftood in the prefencp 
** of many a prince, but I never had fuch a trial as in the pre- 

fcnce of P^pli. I have already faid, that h^ is a great phyjir 
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«< ognomift. In confcqucncc of his being in continual danger 
« from treachery and aflailination, he has formed a habit of 
**' ftudioufly obfcrving every new face. For ten minutes we 
** walked backwards and forwards through the room, hardly 
** faying a word, while he looked at me, with a ftedfiaft, keen, 
** and penetrating eye, as if he fearched my very foul. — ^Thifi 
** interview was for. a while very fcvcre upon me«" 

But this point is' capable of the cleareft demonftration ; for 
which I muft, in juftice, ftate myfelf a debtor to a learned 
friend, a gentleman of the Faculty. I had recourfe to him for 
folving me, on the principle^ of his profeflion, the difficulty of 
accounting fpr the peculiar mould <Sf every man's face, and 
that prodigious variety of countenances which is obvious among 
^ muhitude. This he did to my great fatisfaftion. The va-. 
riety, faid he, of human faces, is owing to the particular^ 
paffions which predominate in youth. In that early period of 
life, the lineaments of the face are pliable and tender ; and the 
paffion which has the afcendant in the foul, whatever it be, 
adts with fuch fprce and energy upon the animal fpirit^, that 
thefe give a particular caft to thofc mufcles which conftitute the 
peculiar ^charafteriftics of a man's countenance. Thus, if an- 
ger, pride, gr revenge, is the reigning paffion in youth ; wc 
fee the impreffions of thefe va^^ious paffions, for ever after- 
wards, vifible in the countenance • and, at one finglc glance, 
can diftinguiih a choleric, a haughty, or a dark defigning fel- 
low, »by the very mould of his face. So that, according to the 
hypothefis of my 'learned friend, a man may carry his crimen 
legibly written on his forehead, and every pcrfon of tolerable 
penetration may be able to underftand af^d read them. The 
Rev. Mr Gib had good gro^nd, therefore, to charge the pan-f 
nels with the grofleft immoralities, upon the evidences of their 
pwn countenances. For I cannot conceive a ftronger tefti? 
mony, than that of a man's face being led as an evidence a? 
gainil his heart. 

It is true, a certain writer has pronounced it an aft pf irrcr 
parable injuftice, to be prejudiced agatnft any perfon, from no 
other evidence than t}ie features of his face. He tells us very 
gravely, that Dr Moor, in his fyftem of Ethics^ ranks this in- 
clination to take prejudice againft a ^man, among the fmaller 
vices in morality, . and gives it the cramp drawling name of 
Profopolepjia. But Dr Moor was a mere college-pedant, and 
knew little of i;iaiikind, but wl^t h^ Jiad picked out of -^ 
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««efi books. For had he beeh truly convcffant with the world, 
ht might have learned more of human nature from mens face$, 
A*n from all the books in his library, Befides, what avail thC; 
afiftrad reafonings of a dull philolbpher, when contradiftcd by 
Bianifeft fedts f It is a known truth, that we cannot fee the face 
ef a ftranger, without forming fome conjedhires as to his dif- 
pofitipn and morals. And is it not as obvious a fa^, that we 
fcldom, if -ever, retraft that opinion, which we have formed 
«£ him at firf^ %ht, be it juft or injurious ? 

But I am able to prove by fafb, that the countenance is not 
«sily a certain index to the difpoiitions of the heart, but an in- 
fellible glafs alfo, in which phyfiognomiite cannot only difcern 
9 man '« particular fate, but afcertaln, with th^ greateft certain-* 
tfj^ what death he ihall die. In this I am fupported by one of 
1^ Brf^^rate Bridih hiflorians. An £ngli{h gentleman, he tells 
1^ being in Rome, had a mind to have a ftatue of Charles the 
IMk of England. Having {»t>cured an'exa^t likenefs of that 
prmce, he fent the pifture to a celebrated ftatuary of that city> 
^at he might finlih a ilatue according to it. , Some time af> 
terwards, the artift {who was a celebrated phyfiognomift, as. 
wdl as ftatuary) waited on his employer, and begged to know, * 
if the pcrfon, whofe pifture he had fent him, was a relation of> 
liilB. : which the gentleman, for particular reafons, anfwered ii^ 
the affirmative, I am forry for it, replied the Italian ; for it i& 
the moft unhappy face I ever beheld on canvas ; and I am con- 
fident that the perfon. whofe likerteft it is, will die a violeiit 
4leath. Now, if this phyfiognomift could certainly difcover 
Ihe unhappy fete of Charles I. from the lineaments of his face 
Sat paiitting ; I km fure he could much more eafily have gueffed 
aet his difpofition and morals, had he feen the royal original. 
And I doubt not, if it had not been for an excefs of Italian 
dlelicacy, the ftatuary could, from the very painted likenefs of 
Ghftries> have told hk employer, that his fuppoied friend was a 
ssotorious bigot, a grofs diffembler, and a hen-pecked uxori- 
ous hufband. 

Some fmatterers in phyfiognomy are pleafed to affirm, that 
&eremaybe, in fothc inftances, a very untoward and difoWi- 
gng fet of features, and yet the owner may poffefs a very amia- 
Uc and agreeable difpofition. • In fuch cafes, they fay, that it 
h gtorious for a mad to give His face the lie. But, with their 
ieafve, I Will affirm, that it' is impoffible for SOME PERSONS 
^ their faces the lie. The coviatenances of the panncU 
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exhibit fuch a juft and ftriking tranfcript of t;heir haug^tiaefe 
and pride, that it is impoffible for them to coytit^rfeit them. ^ 
A habitual drunkard, with a livid fwolien fjice, cannot bluflu 
So the countenances of the pannels are hardened and fettkd 
into fuch a habitual contemptuous overbearing manner, that; 
they cannot Jor their hearts belie them. The words of » 
great ppet, with a little variation, may be very juftly appILodL 
to one of them? /• 

J^s to his Jhare, uncommon errors fall, » 
Look in tis face, and youUl obferve them alL 

ARTICLE 11. 

That you the aforefaid T s K^ r, and your aflbdn 

ates,' in contempt of that juft refpeft due to Mr Gib and the At 
fociate Preibytery of Edinburgh, upon various occafions, in 
various months, and various days, and before various witiMcC" 
fes, did wickedly emit the breath of your body by your nofiaaSs^- 
by contrafting the mufcles thereof, in the way of what is wmB- 
garly called SNEERING *, to the great miifance and offence 
of the faid Mr Gib, and the Aflbciate Prefbytery : which im- 
dignity you committed out of malice prepenft, and contempt 
of their high charafters ; with this horrible aggravation, of 
emitting the fame polluted breath of your'noftrils, in the prev- 
fence, and before the very faces of the rcfpeftable perfonagcs 

forefaid. Of which crime you the faid A w B^ n :asA 

R ^t M-T-^n, are guilty, art and part, though not FULLY 

fo. 

ILLUSTRATION, 

This article of indi^lment contains an* accufation of Vcsy 
high crimes, and mifdemfeanors. SNEERING f in a way of 
contempt (for I diftinguifh bet^veen this, and the a^ ol /k«^ 
zing) is one of the higheft inftance^ of outrage, which can he 
committed by an inferior againft a fuperion It confiils in 
fliutting the lips, cbntrafting the mufclcs of the nofe, bridEn^ 
the countenance, and with a fupercilious, difdainful air «nsit- 

♦ However, the teller of this <lory owns the truth of his having fn^ereA i^3^' 
Robertfon^ on the occafioB referred to ; and he has very good reafon to own n 
fingular fiequency of fuch behaviour. Tiefuge, p. 37. 

At the fanje time, my ck'ifi pr»fec«tor [Mr K -r] jnade no fcruple of trtaft- 

ingme, and any opinion of mine differing from his own, with touches of fwsff 
i»nd contempt. lb. p. 21, 

t Vpon this point, they fneer at " my gratitude for th« tro«W» tfeey had "" 

thcmfclves/' I^efugs, />, 167. . ' 
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Cfilg; through the noftrOs, that breath, which ought, in de* 
cencjf to pais only through its lawful paflage, the mouth ; and 
all this attended with fuch a particular offeniive caft of the eye, 

Js cannot be de(cribed. -Whatever perfons of weak undcr- 

fiandings may imagine, this is cert^nly one of the mod icanda- 
lous inftances of unprovoked infolence, efpecially when (as> 
hud in the indidment) the noxious effluvia is emitted in the ve- 
ry faces of refpeftable fuperiors. The laws of England have 
determined this crime to be capitals in a famous inftance. I 
need not inform my learned readers of it. I fhall only mention 
it, for the fake of fuch of the vulgar as are unacquainted with 
the hiftory of Cardinal Woolfey. When Harry the Eighth 
had determined to get rid of this overgrown prieft, he ordered 
his privy council to prepare ardcles of impeachment againft 
him. Among others, this was one, that the faid Cardinal 
Woolfey had wickedly and malictoufly breathed in the face, 
and upon the perfon of the faid King Henry : Which high 
crime, together with fome other petty mifdemeanors, were 
judged by the lawyers of that period, to amount to an jovert aA of 
treafon or lefe-majefty. There have been, I know, many 'iif- 
putes with refpeA to the precife meaning of this part of Wool- 
fey's guilt, his breathing on the King, But thefe have been occa- 
fioned by the dulnefs and ignorance of fucceeding lawyers. For 
it is very evident, that Woolfey's crime was the very fame in 
its nature with that of the pannels, namely, a SNEERING at 
Henry through his noftrils, by way of contempt of him, for 
the bold encroachments which that prince had made upon the 
honours of the Papacy. It is very plain, that this, and this 
only, could be the meaning of the Cardinal's breathing on the 
Sang. For had it been high^treafon to have breathed upon 
Henry in the ordinary way, he might have preferred impeach- 
ments againft every perfon with whopi he converfed, and thus 
beheaded all hb courtiers, for much the fame reafons which he 
did his queens. It is obvious, therefore, that as breathing upon 
his Majefty was criminal, it muft certainly be underftood for 
that contemptuous fwelling of the noftrils, which we difcover 
in one perfon who fneers at another. 

Now, I dcfire the reader to attend to the conclufions, which 

I am to deduce from the forefaid premifes. Cardinal Woolfey* 

was a prieft. Harry the Eighth was but a mere lay-man. If 

then the hallowed breath even of a prieft upon a lay-man was 

^ of treafon ; then it follows, that the impure breath of 


a layman in the face of a prieft, muft be a much greater and 
more atrocious crime ; and that in proportion to the very great 
difference between their refpe^ivc charafters. In this light the 
panaels crime amounts to no lefs than high treafon againft the 
Receding priefthood, in the perfons of the Rev,- Mr Gib, and 
the members of the Aflbciate Prefbytery ot Edinburgh. 

The indictment charges the firft of the pannels as principal, 
and the other two as art and part, in this hainous crime. To 
.be art and part ia any crime is the fame with that which 
Englifh lawyers, in tl;keir barbarous ftyle, call a being acceffbry 
to the commiffion of a crime. As there are different degreed 
of acceffion to guilt, and one may have a third, or a fourth, 
or f ven a fifth fhare in the perpetration of a crime ; the other 
tv^o pannels, jit leaft the fecond of them, are only indicted 
as art and part, in the guilt of fneering, though not FULLY 
£o. It is a pity that this important and neceffary diftinAion in 
law were not more attended to, efpecially where the li^es and 
liberties of his Majefty's fubje£bs are concerned. It were to be 
wifhed at leaft, that proper attention had been always paid tcr 

itj in all criminal trials before the H-^h C — t pf J- j, as this^ 

might have been a means of faving many valuable lives, which 
have been loft to their country, upon the footing of the;r being 
art and part in fome capital crimes, without «ver its being de- 
cided, whether they were FULLY £6 or not. I hope, there- 
fore, his M 's A -c will take the hint, and that wh^kt 

indifting criminals for the future, he will, with mathematical 
exa^efs, afcertain the pcecife degree of guilt which he lays 
to any man's door, when he charges him with being art 
and part in the commiilion of any capital crimes* The learn- 
ed gentleman of the law, who lately calculated, with fuch ma- 
thematical precifion, the exaft proportion of moral evidence; 
both for Mr Douglas and againft him, will be able, by the 
lame infallible rules, to afcertain the juft proportion of guik 
which ought to be charged againft any criminal, who is not 
principal, in {he perpetration of a deadly crime. Or if he 

ihould not, his L p needs only tranfmit the precognition? 

Upon whick the indiftmeiit Is to be fduiided, to Crofe-caufey ; 
where |the Rev. Mr Gib and his elders will readily affift him, W 
determining whether art and part comlfts in being FULLY fo *, 
or only in the twentieth, thirtieth, or fortieth /hare of, the crime. 

• And fikewife fo far as rcfpefled Mt ^ n j only th'^t three of thefe nine^- 

though they were clear about his having been art and part with Mr K r, '•-•-— 

ftrding to thejngtion^-— they wci't not clear abowt his having been fuUy ftt li 
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ARTICLE IIL 


That you the abovenneritioned pannel ,T ■ s K— »-— iv 
having, t)y ways and means, acquired an auftere and ten^H^k^ 
•countenaneje, did put on all the terrible pecuHarhte* of a 'mi- 
litary man, except the cloaths, and repaired to Croft-caufcf, 
where the Affociate Prefbytery of Edinburgh trerc quietly and 
peaceably fitting ; and then and there did dire£b all the matdal fiA 
of your eyes at the perfon of the Rev. Mr Adam *Oib "*, tb hS^ 
great terror and difmay, fiercely aflaulting hini with fu<?h eodc- 
atrice looks f, as pierced his hefirt to the quick :]:, and greatljf 
frightened the faid Prefbytery. 

i t L U S t » A t I O N. 

It is obferved by the hiftorian of the gi^t Guftavus Adel-^ 
iphus, that that great monarch was at a dead df piim to «n» 
rprove the countenances of his foldiers into a fietce asd m3i«* 
, taryafpeft, Por this purpofe^ he efrdeted them to ^d Acir 
^ Aeckcloths fo tight, that their eyes weJrc almoft rcadiy to -ftart 
out of their focket^ : thid gave them Atch a ftem and fierce ap** 
pearance, as ftruck terror into their enemies ; and to this ftra- 
tagein, it is believed, all that hero's viftories in Germariy wercf 
principally owing. 1 find no fault w'ith the -gentleman of flic 
fword, for afiiuming ail the martial airs which a gretiadier-cap^ 
Or a fmart cock of the hat can give them ; becaufe tbej do'ihi# 
in defence of the liberties of their' country j But it muft*un> 
doubtedly be confidered as a notorious infult upoa the peace* 
able part of mankind, for private perfotis ta afluit>e all the for* 
midable and infultjrig peculiarities of a militstry man ||, as is 
» charged upon the pan nelsv It is well know n^ that there is nt> 

♦ And what did th' 6 teftimohy amount to? Juft to a having got me heartily 
drubbed before the Prefby :ery ; or a having got his breath and temper freely out 
^ga'uift me. Refuge, p. si' 

f The fbremoft libeller began the converfatron by a long fpeech, in which ire 
got no interruptfon; and in which he gradually rofe up to a vei'y fnrprifing height 
of temper and tone, without the fmallcft motion of tongue or eye to irritate add 
provoke him. The whole tenor of thisfpeech was a palfionate declamation a- 
gainft me for running me down. Ih. p a 

^ He knew well, and took notice of it to" others, that it was a good time after, 
before the fmart of the ucum he had th^j given me vvas fofar worn out, — as to 
drop fuch an appearance of if, whenever I met with him. //'. f. 83. 

J All tlie miniftcrs of the Prefbytery then prefent. were fenfible of the difrc- 
fpedtful ufage meant ; and afterwards complained of it : but they were then ufe^l 

a too high and haughty manner, for getting themfclves recovered unto a proper 
~><;iog of it ac the time. Bffuz* />. 34. tn tict, 

a 
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w^poa more de^y, In its nature tl^an the eyev What' execu- 
tion h^ this fame little member done among mankindy when 
t^fiQ^Tig its lightning froip a female forehead ? I will x^Qture' 
to.a^m, that there have been more men fhot dead with this litr*^ 
tie wieapon, than by ail ijic deadly inftruments which have been 
][>ra£)tifed in >^W> fin^e the invention of gun-powder. Belides, 
this deftni^ftive quality of the eye, it poflefles another equally, 
if not moi:e pernicious; and that is^ its power of fafcinatiun or 
bewitcfainig. Hence the common proverb, fuch a perfon hr4S 
?lfx evil eye : and I cannot hdp.believing, but that the pannel's 
cyjes*vc of the very fame kind with thofe wjiich our great Kjng 
Janifi^. the Sixth of learned memory, fo particularly defcribes. 
i(L.b}S famous treatife for dete£ting witches. At leaft, the acr 
couM.Wiich the Rev. Mr Gib gives of tbefe, agrees exaftiy 
with th^ which' is< given of the eyes of. the famous witches 14 
New England, who made fo gre^t a noifc.in the year 1.693. •'. 
The Rev. Mij Paris, an Independent mii)ifter at Salem in New 
£ngjland) foleipnljr depofed upon oath, that the prifoners in 
BojQx)n (that is, the witches) knocked down the afflifted (that 
is, the perfons bewitched) with their very looks. Now^^ it can be 
provedby the word of a Prefl^yterian minifter, which, at leafl. 
in this inftance, ought to go as far in law, as the oatli of an 
|iidependent one, that the pannels knocked down both Mr Gib 
and the Afl?Kiat€ Prefbytery by their looks f ; which are un- 
doubtedly pf the moft malignant kind, feeing they were cupablfr 
of producing fuch mifchieyous effefts. It is true, that in the 
memorable cafe of the New-Ei)gland witches, it vra^ exprd'siy 
determiaed in a congrefs of learned phyfidan$, that tlie perfons 
be^tched were under- the influei^e pf aa ««'/ tmgue-X. But^ 
it is plain from the, oath of the above-mentioned Independent 
xninifber, that the gentlemen of |:he faculty were in a.mif^ake; 
fpr it was not an iuilft$ngtte^ but an evil eye^ by which the^^* 
tri^etches did>fo mychpiifchief, as deiervedly brought many of 

. • Nrart .lufiory of N. Bag^ vol. a^ p. 170,. 

t The members were aver fe from cxpofing themftlvc*, by ufing freedom on that 
ly^ tQ ao tyyAptkX hazard of, fome fucb la^ag as 1 haJI got. lb. p. 58* 

T:-r— SiK r and A w Br— rU, through the whofe courfc of their appear- 
ance More the Prcfoytery oik tWs pccajfiQn,<H>ehayed- wich fuch: contemptuous* 
2«ibleDce, fucb.h^Qghty brpv^attng, fqch raging and nqire^ as^fi^^ra) timts 
n^fed a.noify di(^urbaace. dxrough thehouie* and greatly exc«ed;B,at^ dticription 
viMph thjQ Prelbytery can preteiv) to make of the cafe : asalfo Umy/ molt impu- 
dently and fpitefuUy laughed in the f{|cpo^n^mber$:Wl)eD they were fp«akin^. 
Jit. f, 111 innot. ./^ 

\ .^iCiKjufait. of N*. Eog;. Fu XSi. 


jdtiem to the fcafibld. But indeed, as there is feldom a godd 
tongue where there is an evil eye, I doubt not but the pannels 
ieconded the malignancy of their eyes, with the venom of their 

jptongucs. If then the pannels are capable of producing fo 
very much mifchief with their eyes, as that of knocking 
down Mr Gib and all the members of a Rev. Prefbytery *; 
k is plain, that though they wear their weapons in their fore- 
heads, they are neveithelefs as dangerous perfons to fociety as 
the aifailin who conceals his dagger under his fhirt. *For what 

I is the odds betwixt knocking down a perfon with a malignant 
eye, and doing the fame with an oaken cudgel ? I affirm, that 
the firft of thefe is more fatal by far, than the laft ; for a Q|id- 
gel may break the head, but the evil eye bres^ks the heart. . The 
pannels guik therefore in this inftance, falls certainly un^er 
the a£t dec. Svi Geo. 2diy for difarming that parti of Great Bri- 
tain called Scotland. 

A R T I C' L E ly. 

That you the faid pannel T s K r, in contempt of 

that refpeft which you owe to your fuperiors, have affiimed a. 
moft fupercilious, browbeating, and haughty mien, which, by 
J^abitual ufage, U now fo vifibly imprinted in the lineaments of 
your face, that none can furvey your countenance without dif- 
cerning through it, the infufff£ral)le infolence and haughtinefs 

of your heart ; YET TRUE Ff IS, that you the faid T u 

K- ^r did moft impudently deny the trutH of this charge, 

when advanced againft you by the Rev. Mr Gib, who, by vir- 
tue of. hi$ (kill in phyfiognomy f,' bad and ba$ a juft right 
smd title to give the world an infallible commentary oh your 
countenance, and in n^hbfe judgment thereanent you ought 
to have dutifully acquiefced. YET NOTWITHSTANDING, 
you did, out of pure infplenc^, reftife to admit the truth of 
the faid juft charge againft you, weakly calling upon Mr Gib to 

^opdefcend upon pardcular inftances of your faid behaviour |, 

.... ^ 

• But that the whole iP^ttct in view, under fuch a fair pTetcncc,--was merely 
the fatisfadion (not of confdence^ but) of humour, in getting me well belabour- 
(Bd ? And fo, when thrs was once got done, it wa» to be retted in ! Ref. P»ST* 

f But a gffjat outcry was made againft the general article, of bis having "givei 
'' )uft ground of offence, by foqiething habitual of an oveibearihg manner of be- 
•^ havioor, with* bauter or browbeating, where others concerned were of dif- 
*' ferent fentiments from him/? lb, f. 74. ^ 

— * -If therefore the charge was to be properly repelled, this could not be by call. 
> bring particular inftances; but only by caUlngine to bring other peribus 
'Jit fo, *c. lb. p. 74. ^ 
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although he plainly proved this charge in general againft yo6, 
by the teftimony of thefe two credible vntnefles, H AfilTE and 

REPUTE *. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

As the crimes charged upon tjic panncls by Mr Gib, turn 
efpccially upon the infolence and grofs abufe which they com^ 
mitted upQ^ him and his Rev. brethren, by their infulting and 
contemptuous looks;, the nature of their crime renders the re- 
petition of it abfolutely neceflary, in order to prefent the read- 
er with a view of all the various Janus-like faces, into which 
they fevcrally twifted their countenances, before Mr Gib and the 
Aflbciate Prefbytery of Edinburgh. 

It is a very juft obfervation, that you may fingle out a play- 
er, among a croud, by his very gait and mien. His Theatri- 
cal Majefty, being fo often accuftomed to ftrut in ftate and 
bufkins upon the ft^ge, acquires fuch a degree of overbearing 
'infolence in his countenance, that he cannot pafs you in the 
ftreet, without infulting you, and telling you by his look^, that 
he is gveatly your fuperior. Now, I affirm, that as aU men 
are born on a level, no man has a right to afiiime a fuperiority 
over his neighbour by his looks of fupercilioufnefs, any niorc 
than by afts of violence. If the one ftrikes at natural liberty, 
as certainly it does, (for no man has a right to be my fuperior, 
cither by his looks or otherwife, without my confent) ; fo muft 
the other alfo. For, as the Rev. Mr Gib exprcflcs it, an au- 
dacious overhearing cannot poffibly agree with a ftate oi parity f . 

There are perhaps feiy fuch proficients in the vile art of en- 
croaching on pit, liberties of mankind, by bold ufurpations of 
the countenaiice, as one of the pannels id well known to be. 
He is come fuch lengths in this, that the Rev. Mr Gib has rea- 
fbn to believe, that hardened as his confcience is^ it has fome- 
times been at cuffs with his countenance on this matter % \ and 

* It was an article of the nature of h^iit and refute, lb. fi, 144* 
f Such is the woful pa^ that matters were now brought to in the Scflion; and 
«II^.by his mafmf^GHxh^viour : while be boldly fiood ibrth, as in areadinefs 
to vindicateaflhrs late manner of behaviour before the Prelbytery ; and proceed- 
ed, through the reafoning about quite other matters on this occafion,--with the 
Sime fpirit as at that time, about the matters then in hand;— with an high tone 
of audacious overbearing, which could not agree to the nature of any court / 
where men were fitting In a ftate of parity. Jb, f, 67. / 

i I never pretended to hetfeve, that he " was not fenfible of his ceverbem*'^'^ 
" and hrvwbeating turn.'* I only fiiid, that " if fo, he was the only man 
*' knew who had no fenfe of his remarkable vukfidi*" lb, f, %%^ 


ypi, for all this,. hepocvciiel7,re&fc4.taa«Jcnoid6^gi^foinu^ 
But itj$ obyious, that the evickqce which. Mc Gib has. been at- 
the trouble to lead, as a proof of the pannel's fup^rciiiQufii^jfe^ 
is fo forcible and ftriking, as muft have extorted an acknow- 
ledgment, qf t}>e trutll of tjie qharge froiui evcjry other pcrfpn 
except the pannel ; for ca« there be ftronger evidence in law 
thanHABFlE and REPUTE? The pannel has, indeed, a- 
^ain and again infiftcd', that Mr Gib fhould condefcend upon 
particular inftances of his habitual and overbearing manner. 
But this is much pf a piece with his impertinence on another 
occalion. Being fumnioned before the Aflbciate Prefbytery of 
Edinburgh, to anfwer to a charge of a very enormous nature *, 
inftead of anfwering direftly to the'^harge againft hiin,^he weakly 
called out to know who were his profecutors ; which the Rev,^ , 
Prefbytery very wifely judged to be claiming a privilege to 
which he had no natural right, and a plaiu Ih if ting the ^ccufa- 
tion. But had the pannels duly confidered, that the nature of 
the charge advanced by Mr Qib againft them, is fuch as cannot 
admit of particulars ^ they would have been afljiamed to cry fo 
loud for the particular3 pf a charge, which is not compounded 
of any. For, as that gentlepian juftly obferves, ** a habitual 
'* overbearing manner is one complex thing, which cannot ad- 
•* mit of proof by parcelling out it into many things." His illur* 
ftration of this truth is fimple and perfpicuoi^s. It is, adds he, 
juft ** as the colour of a man's h^r is kno>^n by one complex 
^* view of it, and not by a particular examining of th? feve- 
^* ral hairs f .*' I defy the papnels, with all their art of cavil- 
ling, to difproye this. No doubt they will, in their ufual man- 
ner, allege that whatfoeyer thing is complex, be it one thing, 
or the half of one thing, mufl certainly confift pf particulars ; 
and that no practice can be in law denominated a HABIT,, but 
fuch as confifls in a variety of repeated afts. But this is as„ 
trifling as it would be to allege, that a jury Aught hot to find a 
notorious rogue guilty of being by hahite and repute a thief, 

becaufe perhaps his-M 's A ■ - -e cannot condefcend uponwa 

particular inftance or two of his fiiealiog* For^ as the Rev^ Mr 

Gib obferves, •" it is well enough known, that a general article 

*' of this fort (that is, a habitual overbearing manner) can be. 

I' ^* eflablifhed by the verdi^ of a juiy in criminai caufes : where- 

|.\ ** it would be reckoned ridiculous, to infift for the jury to fup- 

^ port fuch a general. verdi^St hj particuiars J;" 

* PrefviPW to pty fUpend-moDey to the Rcr. Mr.Giii* 
t Refuge, p. 74. i l^» f* 144. 
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I aldriety fligrlfe with tftieUcv. Mr Oib, in"hfe dOlftrihfe with 
¥cffpea'to*difc'pi^ftk€ 6f juries. At the fame tiihe, % muft ac- 
litKi^ledge, that ^hseprttdiccoflatw has degenerated fomuch 0£ 
1aee'y^^§, ^efpecially^ncelhc nnron of the two kingddifns, that 
<jiirk» pkt)ceed in the ^tiite cdntrary method. Tor nottr^a^ds^ 
our juries are fo ricKculoufly fompulous, thafwerehis M-- — ^^ 
A ' ■■ e to cdl Aieoi'to pafs on a pannel, on the grtrnndsdlf a 
fjienei'lil tiidiiftmimt of habife and refute only ; 'it is Em^hundpe^ 
hb'6tk, Tjut'tfiatithey would rfeturn a verdift, -fihttihg Aopatr- 
nel not guilty s merely bccaufe fimic trifling partieiilars of thfe 
^trime'^eged againfthim. Were norexprefslytcientionbdih'the 
4ibel. Yea, fowhimfical^re juries beco'die, that nothing iefs 
v«dll'fenre^hem, 'riianafpeci^^and^circumftftntiai accbmit<of 'cBl 
the minuted particulars of a capital crime, fuch as year, day, 
Haitfe. *t^a<cfe, ^ifnefles, ^nd other trifling^pfttftictdai^s ; Veii-fome- 
times the very inftrument with whicn ia deadly cfrime is com- 
hiitted, ^m*ift bfe prcfcnted before *^^ih. 4 -p^Shcmba: -a parti- 
cular inftance of a trial for theft, which may fervie 'as a femplc 
<tf the eonduS of -modern juries. The tpannel had ftolen 2. 
horfe, which was reftored to the owner, who h.i,pptti6d to live 
sx u fjpeat diftance froth the place of ^trial-; and what was more 
unlucky, the poor horfe had by this time paid his debt' to nature. 
But although one would have thotight that this Tatrie. circum- 

^ ftapce might have excufed the hlorfe's perfonal appearance in 
court ; yet the good and lawful men of the jury wohld lidt pafs 
upon the pahnel, uiitS'the fkln of the fame identical horfe was 
drawn out of a tan-pit, and brought forty itiiles'diftahce, and 
prefented in open court. But thefe were for better days, about 
an hundred years ago, both for the law -and the Uege^ "whea 
juries, according to Mr Gib's doftrine, '^Brotrld have returned a 
fpecial verdift againft a pantiel, upon a ge«eral indiftment, 
nvWttbXxX. troubling eithei- their bifrn he^ds, or th<:^ of lawyers, 
sibout fuch trifling {)articular^. of his crime. Thefe, no doubt, 
ftre die glorious days of laws and liberty which that gentleman 
refers to. — 1 am aware of the definition wliich a certain gchtle- 

' man of the robe has given of a capital indiAment, in an ad- 
•fcrtifcmcht prefixed to the trial of the Walts. ** Every in-. 

** diftment," fays he, " contains a detail of thofe circum- 

** ftances, by which the truth of thefaft, that is, the guik of 
** the perfon accufed, is to be made evident.*' But this is but 
a definition of a modern indictment, and makes naught againil 
Vf argument, as it feys -nothing to wliit the ancient pra6tir>* ^"^ 


Scotland was in criminal courts, when the law ihone forth in 
all Its fplendor and meridian glory. For this fame gentleman it 
obliged to acknowledge, that juries were ona difierent footing 
in Scotland, before the union of the nations, than they have 
been fince; which is a material confirmation of Mr Gib's 
doArine as well as my argument. 

But it was referved for the htftory of the fear i76$,<to af- 
ford a complete Snftance of the behaviour of modem juries, in 
the caf^ of Alexander Goldie, Efq; of Mains, Writer to the 
Signet. Upon the application of certain perfons, an inqueft 
was held upon that gentleman, and the jury retoured a verdift 
to the chancery, finding him of an unfbund mind, and difor- 
dered in his judgment *. In confequence of this extraordi^ 

^ Ksmes of the jyrnrs apfohfted fir inqttkmg inio the furhfiiT, &c, of jilexamUf 
GokUe, Efq; of MMtu,. Writer to the Sig^t. 


D d D cof H— s, B 1, DOW one of theirs 

and S: n. 

Patrick Murray, Elq; of Chcrrytrce«» Advocate. 

David Rofs, Eft]; of InverbauOy, Advocate, one of the Principal Clerka 

ofSeflion. 

John Douglas, Efq; the younger of rilliquMlly, Advocate- 

Mr William Alfton Writer, to the Signet, Deputy-auditor of hir M^cfty% 

Exchequer. 
Mr John Smith, - -\ 

Mr William Hay, 
Mr Alexander Orr, 
Mr David Craigle, ^ 

Mr Dtfvid Campbell, y Writers to the Signet. 

Mr John Chalmer, • 

Mr Charles Gordon, I 

Mr John Gray, and . I 

Mr John Gordon, J 

Mr John Steuart Writer in Edinburgh. 

S-«r D d D— — e, Chancelter. 

Copy of the verMd of the s»ry. i if* M^rch 1765, f<^ meridiem. 

The beibre-named perfons of inqueft, having confidered the brieve and claim 
ii^cd by George Goldie, Patrick Heron, and Robert Maxwell, with the depoCi. 
tions of the witnelTes adduced, ha ill printed papers and writings produced, toge- 
ther with all the other procedure had thereupon ; and they being therewith well 
and ripely ^dvi led, they, the laid perfons of inqueft, FIND, That tlie before de- 
ligned Alexander Goldie is, and has been fince the 26th day of November 1764, 
of an unfound mind and diford^red in hi« judgment, with lucid intervals, but not 
fuch as to render him tit to manaere his own aflairs ; and that he has been prodtgfl 
and extravagant in his expences finre the faid 26th day of NovemlTer 1764 ; and that 
Charles Goldie mariner, at prefent forth of this kingdom, is his immediate young- 
er brotber-german and neareft agnat, andispaft twenty- five years of age: but 
whether, (ht^fiyd Charles Goldie is a pro\ident peri'on, and fit to manage his owb 
affairs or the affairs of others, to this inqueft docs not appear. And this they de- 
fire to be retoured to the chancery, 
■^ (Signed) P » D - ^ e, ChanceUw. 


aary^ fentence, Mr Goldie was. confined to a garret-room fat the 
Royal Infirmary ; where he might have ftarved to this day, on 
bread and water, if a happy expedient for eflfe<Shaally reftoring 
his character had not luckily occurred to him. Having under- 
ftood, by good information, that the Rev. Mr Adam Gib was 
an excellent judge of men from the MANNER of their de- 
portmeent, afrd the afpe£t of their countenances ; he refolved to 
have recourfe to him, for vindicating himfclf from the injuri- 
ous fentence pafied upon him by the forefaid jury. Accord- 
ingly he made his efcape from the Infirmary, arid took fandtu- 
ary in Mr Gib's houfe, where he continued for the fpace of 
57 days ; during which time he behaved in (uch a prudent and 
fedate manner^ that Mr Gib wrote a very ample letter recom- 
mendatory, reverfing the fentence of the faid jury, and atteft- 
ing the foundnefs of Mir Goldie's judgment^ which he addrelT- 
cd to John Baker, Efq; of NewcafUe. From this remark- 
able letter^ I fhall, with the leave of the gentlemen of Mr 
Goldie*s juiy, demonflrate the errors of their verdidt *i 

V 

The Sheriff interpones hi* aalhority to th<* before- written ▼erdiil. "Whereupoii 
the before-deiigned George Goldie, ooe of the claimants, for bimfeif and the o- 
ther chdinaQts ilgning the clain^ took initrumeot^. 

(Signed) JA ftALFOuit, 

• S»6mfd EdiUtm, with Jmetidment — -NO iVOWDEft — ^nd Addttions. 
Letter from tBe Rer.Mr Adam Gib. to John BaKer, Efq; Kewcaftle. 

SIR, 

T Hough I hate not the honour of any peribnal tcquaiiitance with you, yet th6 
hufiiane and Chriftlan fympathy with Mir Alexander Goldie. yfhich \ have 
Iben expreiied in fome of your tetters, ntakes me prefume upon troubling you with 
the following account of him. , 

Having made his efcape from his confinement in the garret of the Ro>di Infirmary 
on the ayth day of March laft, aboUttme o'clock in the morning, he wasmoft un- 
expe^edly brought into my houfe about half art hour after four o'clock — and 
fo that neither I nor any of my family knew who he was, till he informed me, up- 
on my going to fee hun about half an hour after ; in a bed whtire he was laid : yea 
fo gi«at a ftranger was he to me, that I cannot recolleft my having ever feen IM 
fteeibefore. He has now been $7 days in my houf<p, attended by his phyiici4n and 
lurgebn, and for fome latter part of the time by another phyfician likewiie ; under 
all the care which I was<:apable of exercifing. During .11 that time, 1 hitve bcea 
daily with him ; every morning and etcping, and frequently iri the coitrfe ot every 
day « fo that, befides many (hort.intervWws for inquiring bow he was— I ftippofe 
i have been al)ove apo times engaged in various converfations with him, frequently 
pretty kng. In all this intercourfe. my attention vf^s not fo much turned uiofiihs^ 
matter of the converfatkm, as upon the M.ANNE R of converfina; for I realty 
0^edas a fort of SPY upon hm^ a(;cordmg to the nkeji €rticif*n 'which I could ufe^ 
itfitb regard to a judgment •which had lately p>fed upon him, aijgf^"Und in nind and > 
difordsred in judgment : while he fecmed to a£t with all manner of freedom, alwayf 
laying himfclf quite open; according to his natural difi?ofi^!on. And I fhaWiew; 
%ith all pUiiioefs andin&enuijy, ejiprcfs ray iSentiments upon \ht whol^. ,^ 

e 
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That Mr Alexander Goldic cannot be in a ftatc of furiofity 
or madnefs, is abundantly evident, even from the account 
whidi Mr Gib gives of his temper and difpofitioa towards the 

T foand Mr Goldie to be a mafl of tMconmon vivacHjt in his nafural temper .• ip 
that 1 readily conclude, (not from the obfervations which I have had eccaiion to 
make tipon him, bur ft cm the nature of his difpofition), that Be m-'y be liable, on for- 
ticuUr occajions, to Jome excefs in ftdrts of pafion, Jkength of expfej^om, jroUc, or 
iobim: but I have not been able to dlfcern any one inftance io his cafe, — of any 
thing which 1 can fuppofe was ever meant by unfoundnefs of mind^ or diforder of 
jddgment, not the Tmalleft Incoherence of thought or expreifion, not the imBUeft 
, miftaking of imaginary for real things, not the fmalleft incapacity for profecuting 
tny rational difcourfe. Yea, lam cofifirniedih the opinion, that his real charaC" 
Urfiandi atfome uncommon (Ufame from any fucb unfoundnefs or diforder'; and tftiS' 
fi-om the follojving confider^tions : , 

I. From the terrible bruifc which he got hy a ftll;— making his efcape out of 
the Infirmary, with the ftoppages and ftrangory which followed,— he has gone 
through a fcene of agonies in my houfe,— far beyond wha^ I was ever a witnefs-ta, 
in^any other perfon; far beyond my powers of dcfcription, for communicating t 
iuft idea of. And, for about the firft two- weeks, he flept fo feldom, and for lb 
few minutes at a time— that I think, putting aTl together^ he had not t^rec hours 
ileep upon the whole; yea. fuch pain and watching both then and afterwardJi 
(with fo little nourilhment of any fori), have I feen him endure, as T (hppofed would 

have made the moft part of men deFirious. ^Bnt, amidft all, I have never *bbfer- 

ved the fmalleft wavering of his judgment ; which makes mc to look upon him as 
» man blejfed luitb an uneommon Jirengtb of brain. 

ft. He ha; borne all this agony of diftrefs, with a iingular fortitude of Qxrit Two 
or three dhies, indeed, when he thought the appearances of his recovery were 
failing, he was like to fuccumb into a melancholy ftate ; but he ibon recovered him- 
felf,— behaving, almoft all the time, without diicouragement, firetfulncfs, or im- 
patience : yea, he has behaved, amidft all his diftrefi, VfHh a Cforijlidnfathnaiity, 
in exfreficns of fubmiffion to the divine pie afure ; (peaking of it as the will oi God« 
that he fhould fo fuffer and endure, which he defifed to comply with. 

3. Through all the agonies 1 have feen him in, t have never heard btmetlUr one 
term orrefentmnnt aga-nfi any of bU adveffariesp'-or any who have bad a hand in re^ 
ducing him to his late and ptefent condition . On the contrary, 1 have heard him tty, 
under bis moft excruciating pains, thathe could not wiQi any of hl« adveriaties to 
fuffer as he was doi^g ; and, at other times,— that he laould not., for the kingdom 
0f Scotland t ufe ihem as they had ufed him. 

Upon the whole, I cannot help thinking, that every perfon in the world, iiot of 
ft phlegmatic conftitution, might, with as little prejudice to truth and equity, be 
reckoned unfound in mind, and (fifordered in iudgment,— as Mr '\4eyr. Goldle, 
during my acquaintance with him And if he was fuch a man before ias I have feen 
Mm, (which his phyfician and furgeon, with fome others, have aiTured me of }, I 
could not but confider the judgment lately palled upon him, with all the manage^ 
ments relating, toit,— <ij a very /hoc iting outrage, even upon the common rights of hW' 
man nature. And, upon thhs fuppofiti ^n, what fhould one think of the f^rce which 
hasb^n a^ed upon him ! of the facrifice, for the gratifying of fome prejudices or 
pjrffipns,— which has thus been made, of his charafter . and bufinefs, his liberty 
and health, hi^ eftate and family ! 

I may further obferve, that though the akrm which was inevitably given about 
getting hifi^4nto my hou(e, with feveralother-cirrumftances concurring after wards> 
have made his concealment known to abovfe toperfons in this place ; and though 
he has been vifited, not only by the phyfidans and furgeon, but alfo by his wife 
and children,r-and feveral other fViends j yet, for anything that appears, the mat* 
ter has continued a dead fccret to all his adverfaries ; and the keeping of fuch afe^ 

ret, fo long, among fo many perfons,'^s looked upon as vtbat fannet b$ ivell account- 


geixdemen of tht inqttcft thf mfdves.. Mr Gib declares, that 
he never heard him utter one term of refentment agaivji -any cf 
his adverfarieSfT'-^r any ivha bad a hand in reducing him to his 
late and prefent condiiion. Now, the peculiarity of Mr Gol- 
die's' prefent fituation is /entirely o?¥ing to the verdift of the 
faid jury concerning him : and yet, as Mr Gib expreffes it, the 
faid Mr Goldie vmitd noty for the kingdom of Scotland^ u/e them 
as they have ufed him. Does this meek, forgiving fpirit breithe 
any thing pf infanity or furio^ty ? So far ffom it, that I can- 
not conceive a ftrbnger evidence of Mr Goldie's being iri his 
xright mind, than his forgiving his CAemies. Did not a. certain 
clergyman, eyeri in the news-papers, prooouAce Bleau of Callie- 
hill a penitent ; apd yet, for apght I cao learn, he had no other 
evidence of this, but that the faid Bleap, on the fcaffbjid, for- 
gave Jtiis jury who had found himguiky of deliberate murder ? 
Mr Gib had furejy the very feme reafQn to declare, that Mr 
Goldie was pf a foui^d mind, when he beard him fo generoufly 
forgive the gentlen^en of the inqueft, who h^d pronpui^ced hin?i 
Im a ftate of infanity ^nd madnefs. ' . ' 

It is extremely hard to ftigmatize every little peculiarity pf a 
man's temper with the opprobrious nfujoe of madnef^. Alas f 
who cou^d be fafe, if every man's agpat or neareft, of kin had 
it in his power to call a jury upoQ him, for the fake q{ fome 

edfpr, hut from the general odium ivhicb the ufage ie has got lies utfder, am§ftg the dif. 
iffterejlfd people in this place. ' 

To conclude, it gives me great pleAfiice, now when Mr Goldie is going from my 
lipufe, that he has fo real and valuable a friend before him in Newcaftle.— I am, 

SIR, 

jEdinbur^h, May 22. Your (^e^ionare and mojl obedient fervanti 

nes, ADAM fell. 

P. 5. If you have occafion to honour me with a letter, plcafe direft f«r me, 
mlnifter of the gofpd^ at thy houfe in Alifon*i court, Potler-rov, Edinbttrgf), 

Kewcaftle, March 21, 1768. The of/ij/fMiletter Wes prtfenth in A. Guldie's own 
hands « Newafiie.' It did Ke wilh the perfon to whom addreifed, for many 
months, aivi was recovered (after bein^ Ipng/g/Jand amiffihgj and brought to A. 
GoU/'c on the 7th inft. and no fooner. ■ , ^ 

N b. A Goldie did continue in the naorihy Mr Gift's houfe till the 26th of 
"May \^hs. ' '- 

A, Go/4r>intends f fet up a P R I N TIN GO F?KE at HewcaJHe uponTynt, 
and^to publifh there a weekly N E W S - P A P E R, prolono publico, containing 
W O N PiE R S-rihough NO W O N D E R Sr-rand fome Qiteries, &c. &c. &c. 

N, B, Mr Alexander Goldie tranfmitted the above letter in print toYnoft ftf 
the royal burghs in Scotland, and to many private gentlemen alfo, as an ample 
vindication of his charaaer, from the cruel fcntcncc of iniS»nity and fuxipfity, pro* 
nounced upon him by his jury. 

v« Z 
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trifling foibles io his natural difpofition ? Mr Alexander Gol- 
die, as the^Rev. Mr Oib obferves, is a man of uncommon viva'^ 
city, and perhaps may he liable ^ <ni particular occajionsj to fame 
excefi inflarts ofpaffi6f\^ ftrength of expreffion^ frolic^ or nvhtm^- 
But I beg leave to aflc the gentlemen who called the, jurj OA 
Mr Goldie, if they have never had their own whims, and fro« 
Kcs too i Have they never been furprifed into ilarts of paffion, 
and perhaps ufed an energy of expreffion,*not fo c6niiftent 
with the exaA rules of propriety ? Thefe gentlemen will, it if^ 
probable, not chufe to anfwer thefe interrogatories ; but I will 
conviflce them of the impropriety of their conduft to Mr 
Goldie, by the following fuppofition. The Rev. Mr Adam 
Gib acknowledges, that he' himfelf is liable to a particular ve- 
hemence of expreflion, on iome occafions *, Let it then be 
fuppofed, that.thefe famfe gentlemen were neareft of kin to Mr 
Gib, (which thaiiks to his ftars they are not), ' what, I alk, 
would they do in fuch a cafe ? If we may judge of what they 
might "do from vhat they have done, they would no doubt ap- 
ply to the chancery for a writ of furiofity agaihft him, and per- 
haps, in thefe corrupt time$, procure a pax^ked jury too, that 
would, from his own printed pajpiers, prbnbtmce the fame fen- 
tence upon him, which was fo unjuftly pafTed upon Mr Goldie. 
But Mr Gib has reafon to rejoice, that he has no coni^eftion 
withperfons of fuch a cruel temper and difpofition, 

Mr Alexander Goldie is a gentleman whofe true charafter 
has more of the /aint, than the' madman in it. This is evi- 
dent from his patience and reflgnation, in the midft of a feries 
of -extreme trouble; in which, as Mr Gib informs his corre- 
fpondent, Mr Goldie behaved with a Chrijiian rationality ^ in ex- 
frejfwns offubmijfion to the divine pleafure. If this then was the 
cafe, as there is no reafon to doubt but it was, how could a jury, 
with any fhew of jufticc, find and declare the faid Mr Goldie 
to be in a ftate of infanity, wnlefs it was becaufc hi^ rationality 
yraji of the Chriftian, and not precifely of the law kind ? Sure 
I^un the charafter which Mr Gib gives of that gentleman's pi- 
ety is fpch, as might have entitled him (had he been a clergy- 
:pi9,n) to Mr Gib's own pulpit. And I ^o^bt not but Mr Gib 
could have allowed him this honour, with as much fafety of 
confcienccj as he wrote his famous letter of recommendation 
in Mr Goldic's^ behalf. iTherc is many a faint whofe name 

• I knew myfelf Bable, upon a courfe of reafoning, rather to exteed in vehe* 
mency and force of eKpreffioii. Refuge, itc. f.S4, 


Itands in red capitals in Ac Roman calendar, whofe piety and 
rationality never were half fo well attefted, as that gentleman^s 
is by the Rev. Mr Adam Gib. 

But I muft be permitted to obferve, that Mr Goldie is fo far 

from being in an infane ftate of mind, that his real chara^er^ 

as Mr Gib obfeijves, ftands at fome uncommon dijiance from any 

fuch unfiundnefs or diforder. The proof which Mr Gib addu- 

' ces in fupport of this truth is fo demonftrative, that if any 
reader Ihall be fo incredulous as not to admit the evidence of 
it, lonly defire him to make the following experiment. Let 
him go to the Royal Infirmary, and from any of the garret-win- 
dows thereof, which fhall fcem to him moft convenient, let 
}iim leap to the ground. Having done fo, let him rife, if he 
is difpofed to do fo, and repair to the houfe bf the Rev. Mr 
Adam Gib, and go to bed there ; where, for two fullVeeks, 
he muft fleep only the fpace of three hours. Then let an in- 
queft be held upon him, to determine whether he is compos 
mentis or not ; and I doubt not but they will return a verdift, 
finding and declaring him to be in a ftate of fuiriofity. Yet Mr 
Alexander Goldie literally performed all thefe exploits ; and 
after he had done fo, Mr Gib, with >ail his penetration, could 
not difcern the leaft wavering of his judgment ; from which he 
very juftly concludes, that Mr Goldie is a man hlejfed with an 
uncommon Jirength of kraini Perhaps it rtlay be alleged, that 
as the jury pronounced thieir fentence on Mr Goldie on. the 
1 ith of March, and as Mr Gib did not fee him until the 27th 
of the fame nionth, that he might be infane at the one time^ 
and yet have recovered the ufe of his reafon before the other. 
I confefs there may be fome grounds for the objeftion : for 
'Mr Gib informs Mr Baker, that Mr Goldie received a terrible 
bruifeby a fall, in his efcape from the Infirmary. I have heard 

. of pcrfons lofing the excrcife of their judgment by fuch acci- 
dents ; and I will not take upon me to determine, but fome o-? 
th^rs have been reftored to the ufe of their? by the very fame 
means. Biit there 'is ho rfeafon to conclude, that there was 
any alreration a^ to Mr Goldie's judgment, from ,the one pe- 
riod to*the other, either to the better or 'the worfe ; for both 
his phyfician and furgeon who attended him, informed Mr 
Gib, that he was as much in his right underftanding when he 
fjood before the jury, as when he refided in Mr Gib's houfe. 
This confideratioa led that gentleman to colifider the judgmen^ 


I»affe4 upon Mr Gpkfo, by the faid jurjr,.tfx 4 veryfiocking ouf^ 
rage even upon th^, common rights of l^uman nature. 

The queftion therefore to be 4etennlaed ^ Whether the 
public Qught to form their judgtueat of Mr Goldie'j fpundnefs 
9f mind, from the verdift which the geqtleme^Q of the- lAqueft 
retourcd t» chancery conccriiing him, or fyoax the vcrdift* 
which 4ie Rev. Mr Gib has given of that gentleman in his let- 
ter to John Baker, Efq; ? For my part, Uie gentlemen of the 
jury muft forgive me, when I declare, th^t I am obllge4 to 
confider the accovQt which M^ Gib ha$ given of that gentler 
man, as a trap apd juft eftimatex>f the realftate of hi$ inteUecr 
,CuaIs. The foIlQwing jrAafons havp determined me in this mat* 
jter ; ajEt4 as^ey jnay be .ufefiil in determining the judgment of 
<bme.Qithers aMq, to give the preference to Mr Qib> verdift 
concerning Mr Goldte's foundnefs of inind^ I ih^ll bsiefly j:^ 
peat them. 

I . It do^ not app^a^ to mc^ th^t the ge^tlemei^ of Mr Gol^ 
iiie*s jury were properly qualified ioic ju4gi^g» whether he wa$ 
in a^Qate pf infanity ,or not. I know indeed, they underftand 
law ; hut I beg leavp to queftion, if they dioroughly imderr 
itand phyfiognomy. Such of thefe gentlemen as I have the 
honour to be famjiliaj^ with, have, I knpw, no pretenfions to 
this fcience. How theii could they be competent judges in a 
canie, the determmadon of which turn^ entirely ]upon the 
principles of a fcienpe to which they are utter ftrangers ? They 
proceed^d^ as they inform \xs, in thc^r verdi^, upon the depo'^ 
Jitims of 'mitrtejfpSi papers^ writings, &c. and from tl^eie they 
inferred, that Mr Goldie was in a ^ate of infanity ; but the 
Rev. Mr Gib procee4ed in quite a< different manner. Being a 
thorough adept in the an of phyfiojgnomy, and abl^ to judge 
of men? morals and difpofitions from their faces, he very jiift-r 
ly concluded, that he might, by the fame infallible rules, 
judge of the foun.dnefs of their intelledlual^, with as much cer- 
tainty in the one ^a£e, a^ he had often done in the other. Acr 
icordingly, as he inform^ Mr Baker^ be really a^edtbepartoft^ 
SPTupott. Mr Goldie for fifty feven days, ac fording to the nicejl 
eriticifin which he could u/e, with regard to, the judgment which 
had lately paffed upon him^ as unjouni in mind, and difordered in 
judgment. The refiilt oir fuch uncommon attention was, that 
JMr Gib had the moft fatisfaftory evidence, from the lineament^ 
of Mr Goldie's face, of the foundnefs and reititud^ of his i^m 
^rftanding. 
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2. I c(annot iiclp ttinking that the geiitlemcA of Mr Goldie'a 
jury proceeded with too much precipitancy in- their judgment 
concerning him. I obfervc indeed they fay in their verdift, 
that they did well And ripely advife this aflFair. But I beg leave 
toconfider thefc expreffions as vague arid undeterminate. For J 
obferve their verdift is dated POST ME RID IE M: which 
plainly intimates, that they only ffJent the half of a? day, ia 
cognofcing this fcrious* and- important caufe. Pray what know- 
ledge can the moft fagacious perfons attain of the fiatc of 
any man's underftandipg, from half a day's converfation wkh 
him ? Mp Adam Gib did not retour his verdift of Mr Goldic to 
jEohft Bdcer, Efq; until that gentleman had been fifty-feven whole 
tdfacysrin his' houfe ; during which fpace he held twohtindred in-* 
tervcews^th him, which were frequently pretty long, befides 
many fhortones, for inquiring how he was. The caution and 
liberation witb which Mr Gib proceeded in forming a judg- 
ment of the true ftate of that gendeman's mind, is a very re-* 
xnarkabl& contraflr to the behaviot^ of the gentlemen of ths 
kiqueft> who hardly fpent half a day in determming* the fame 
afiair. Two hundred vifits to Mr Goldie in the fpace of fifty* 
feven days, and fome of thefe pretty long too-, will, upon exaA 
calculation, be found to be at leaft an hundred degtccs of more 
attention to that gentleman, than his juryevei? paid tbhim> 
even when they^ declared hiin in a ftate of infanity. Befidee, it 
ought to be obferved, that the gentlemen of the jury formed 
theb: judgment of Mr Goldie, from the MATTER of his be-* 
faaviour, without attending to the MANNER of it. But it» 
all Mt Gib's two hundred interviews with that gentleman, his 
attention;, aii he informs us ^^^ not fa much turned upon tha 
matter of the converfation^ as upon the manner of convtrjing^ 
Now, it is well known-, that fome perfons may appear to grea% 
difadvantage, as to the MATTER of convciiation, who caa 
.acquit themfelves, with a Very good grace, as. to the manner of 
it. To this I muft add, that the edification, and pleaAire which 
Mr Gib received in thef^ frequent interviews with Mr Goldici 
isi to me a convincing evidence of his being in his right mind«. 
For would the Rev. Mr Gib have fpent fo much of his precious 
time (as two. hundred vifits ia fifty-fev^n days, befides morning 
and evening compliments) in converfing with a downright mad- 
man? No : as Mr Gib juftly obferves in another cafe, fuch 
an imputation would have been not a whit more unjuft, thaa 
if the pannels had raifed a cry againft the faid Mr Gib thror "^ 


London^ when ie v/as there, (as he cxpreflcs it), on the back of 
the laft rebellion^ for getting him mjiantly deftroyedy under the 
notion of his being the pretender come up in dijguife *. 

3. I beg leave to fuggeft an exception againft a part of the 
evidence, upon which the gentlemen of Mr Goldie's yjxy de- 
dared him infane ; and that is, the haill printed papers produ- 
ed before them; by which, I fuppofe, they chiefly mean the 
various and entert^ning printed papers pubHfhed by the faid 
Mr Alexander Goldie. Alas ! 10 what a poor pafs would the 
ftate of learning be foon reduced, if e.yery honeft genden^% 
who favours the public with his thoughts in print, ^ere to have 
au jury calledupon him, in order to determine, whether or not 
hi was in his right wits I Would not this l^e the bctldeiL en- 
croachment that was evei^ made on the liberty of the prefs f 
Yea would it not be a dangerous infringement of the liberty- of 
every Britifh fubje^l, who, in virtue oi. magna charta, is- en* 
tided to the valuaUe privilege of prindng.aswell as fpeaking 
nonfenfe, even a^ainft CROWNED Ht ADS > It was no 
doubt the glorious fland which John Wilkes, Efq; < made in 
defence of this inherent and fundamental right of the fub^eft; 
that recommended him to the worthy elcaors of. the coun^ 
ty of Middlcfex, as a proper pcrfon to rcprefent them in 
Ae cnfuihg parliament. It is true, Mr Goldie did, in various 
inftances, lend a helping hand to the reformation of this dc:» 
generate nation, through the channel of the prefs : but even 
fuppofing that, in thefe writings, he had made a flip or two in the 
pun&ilios of grammar or commoti fenfe; yet.it was. in mattei-s 
only which had no manner of connexion with his calling, and 
profcflion ; confequently it Vas very hard to pronounce him 
in a flrate of infanity, for fuch mere trifles. I beg leave to der 
clare, that if juries are to be caUed upon us who are authors, 
and, are to find and declare blunders either in fenfe or grammar, 
an evidence of madnels and futiofity ; in fuch cafe, I would 
rather ftand the moft, rigorous trial, at the tribunal of the 
Itfonthly Reviewers, (and fo I preftime would the Rev. Mr Gib 
alfo), than at the bar.of an mquefl. who proceed upon fuch whim- 
sical principles. For although thefe gentlemen might have a- 
bundant reafon to declare our writings full enough of mfanity 
and furiofity, yet I am perfuaded they would leave our perfons 
in full pofleflTion of all the litde underftanding we prefeildy en- 
joy, and fuflfer us top to manage our o^n aflfairs as wc have a 

"" * Refuge, &c. p. 191. 
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ouad. Perhaps it may be objefted, .that Mr Goldic> conduft 
pf late is an undoubted evidence of his infanity. But 1 aik> 
what inflance of that gentleman's conduft, eitlier formerly or 
of late, can be juftly viewed in this light ? It. is true, he has ♦ 
ibmetime ago retired to Newcaftle upon Tyne, and advertifed 
the public, that he is to fct up a printin,g-prefe there, and pu- 
blifh a weekly newsrpaper, pro hono publicoy coijtaining, WON- 
DERS, though NO WONDERS. But will the gentlemen of 
Mr Goldle's jury allege, that this is any. evidence of his inca- 
pacity or diforder of mind ? ' With the lame jufrice they. may 
affirm, that Mr Wilkes's fetting up a print ing-prcfs in his own 
jhoufe in Great George-ftreet, London, and publilhing there, 
every true Englifh man's political prayer-book, the North Bri- 
iorif was an evidence of his being in a ftate of madnefs and in- 
fanity. I cannot help ' declaring,' that upon thefe principles^ 
and with as much reafon ioo, the gentlemen of Mr. Goldie!s ju- 
ry might have retoured a verdift of furiolity againft that heroic 
champion of Ei\glifh liberty ; and I doubt not but they would 
have been hardy enough to h^ve done fo, had it been i;hat gen- • 
deman*a misfortune to have, had them. called as a jury uponf 
him. 

4, The judgment which the Public formed of the jTentencc 
of Mr Goldie's jury,^ is a very convincing evi4ence of the er- 
ror of it. The Public are feldom.all in a miftake,. at one and 
the fame time. When the famous Captain Porteous was hang- 
ed by the mob, it is certain there were fome hundred^ of p<r- 
fons ii^ the fecret of the contrivance of that aftion ; yet neither 
a royal proclatnatidn, nor the offer of ' a ve^ handfojfiie re- 
ward, were fufficient to influence any of the perfons cfoncern- 
ed to reveal the fecret ; which was fuppofcd at that time to be 
owing to the general odiutn jwhich the faid Porteousf juftly lay 
under. When Mr Goldie took refuge in Mr, Gib's houfe^ his 
cpncealment there was known to above fix^y perfons i and 
though he was vifited there not ot^ly by his phyficianS and fur- 
geon (gendemen not remarkable for keeping jTecrets), but alfo 
by.his(wife and children, — ^nd feyeral other friends; yet, for 
any thing that appears, the matter continued a dead fecret to 
all his adveriaries ; and, as Mr Gib juftly obferves, the keeping of 
fuch a fecret fo long, among fo many perfons '^r-ii looked on aS what 
cannot be well accounted for, but from the general odium whkb 
the ufage he has got, lies under amoifg the difinterejted people in this 
•place. Thus it appears, that the verdift of the gendemen (si^^ 
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inqueft, declaring Mr Goldie in a ftatc of furiofity, is tovt^ 
demned by the infallible fentence of that great tribui^al the 
PUBLIC VOICE ; and I ii^ake no doubt, bm that it was o%^ 
ing to his condn'ft in this fanie affair, that fometime afterwards 

their C ^r fell fo far under the R 1 difpleafure, as to be 

rendered incapable of ever afterwards fitting in any inqueft or 
jury : and I hope fome others of thefe gentlemen will, in ciuc 
time, meet with the like condign puniflimeht. 

That the pannel T s K r might have all the advanta*' 

ges which law or equity can allow anyv in his circumftances, 
Mr Gib generoufly allowed him the privilege of leading ejtcal- 
patory evidence, by calling upon every perfbn of his acquain-* 
tance to appear in his behalf ; and i^ they could in confcience 
acquit him of habitual fupercilioufnefs* and browbearing, the 
faid Mr Gib readily engaged, that in filch cafe he would pals 
Jrom this article of the indiftment *; ' 

It is true, Mr Gib excepted againft ftrftaining either the ^n^ 
nel's wife, children, or fervants, a* exculpatory wxtnefles ; and 
for this good reafon, that the law liippofcs, that fiich perfona 
cannot truly purge themfelves of partial counfel. But dxough 
the pannel was reftri£ted in his exculpatory proof, with reipeft 
to his immediate conneftions and dependent^; yet lurely he 
could hot in jufece complain, that "he was* haihpcrcd within 
too narrow bounds, in point of witnefles; for Mr Gib sftlow- 
ed him the whole broad world befides, and generottfly declafcd 
that he would reft the whole matter upon the evidence of one 
Angle perfon, male or female, who could acquit the pannel of 
the crimes of habitual overbearing and browbeating. But^ 
to this day; he has neither -produced the one nor -the other to 
Mr Gib, whatever ways and means he has privately ufed to 
procure, fuch. Which, I cannot help obferving, doc^ muck 
honour th the inhabitants of this great metropolis ; for had he 
lived in a certain other great city of this kingdom, I doubt not 
but he might haye found abundance of witneflc*, eveft to at- 
teft this as well as fome other manlfeft falfehbods. 

If it. were poffible to force a blufh into th€_ cheeks of fiich/ 
obdurate oft*enders, as the pannels are, I would expeft to hear 

* Bcfides, the offer that I made was a g^ood deal faifer than he reprefents. I 
offered to drop all complaint on that head, if he could get any one perfoa, male 
Of female, of familiar acquaintance with him, out* of his 6Viff\ familyj (the mem- 
bers of which I did not offer to involve), acd en whom Jie had* ijo dependence in 
his fecular affairs, — who would folemnly declare, that tlicy knew nothing about 
" it htTing any thing remarkable 6t fuch a tuhi. Ref ^» S3 . 
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that tkeit countenances were covered with confuiion, when 
reading the following ftory. There chanced to be a great 
phyfiognomift at Athens^ in the time of Socrates, who had 
made ftrange difcoverics of mens tempers and inclinations by 
their' outward appearances. Socrates's difciples, that they might 
put this ^rtift to the trial, (parried him to their mailer, whom 
he had never ipcn before. After a fhort* exaipination of the 
philofopher's face^ he pron6unced hiip the moft lewd, libidi- 
noTis, shrunken old fellow that; ever he had met with in his 
whole life. The young gentlemen were ready to triumph over 
«he poor phyfiognomift, as a mere blockhead; when Socrates 
gravely interpofing, -very ingdnupufly acknowledged, that he 
was naturally inclined to all thefe feveral vices, byt that he had 
eofoquered them, by |he dilates of philolbphy. 

Here is an inftance of candour and humility, which may well 
put the pannels to the bluih. Dq they knOw that this fame 
SocrttCes was a Hcathep ; and yet how meekly and candidly does 
he acknowledge that his countenance was a tranfcript of his 
particular difpofitions, even although t}iefe were not very much 
to' his .credit ? Fpr all the trouble and pains which Mr Gib 
has beep at with th« pannels, yet could he never bring them the 
length of this fame poor Pagan, If any thing after this could . 
a^ravate the guilt of the pannels, it is tjieir pbftinate anid peremp- 
tory rcfiifal to acknowledge the truth of Mr Gib*s charge againft 
thfiir faces; even after he had caufed his elders fit as a jury upon 
their cousKtenancea, and bring in a general verdifl: againft them, 
€}f hathitual overbearing and brpwbtating *. 

ARTICLE V. 

That you the faid papnel T — -sit- — r-r, without any in- 
jury Or provocation whatfoever, did contemptuoufly vilify and 
difparagf the ora;torial abilities and qualifications of Mr John 
Robcrtfph minifter in the Affociate congregation at Dalkeith-, 
by vilely attempting to Vindicate your own naufeops and pro- 
fane airs, by a comparifon of thefe to the ediifying and inimi- 

• My capital profep«ftor had bis bTcthren of feffion for a fort of jury , as to tWs 
artfticle; a rtiOft co^cte'nt jury,— feme of whom, at leaft, he cou!J not but own 
among his firmeftf friends : and y^t all of them, (except the fecond libeller, who 
wa^aparty, the faft then concurring with all the reft of his brethren,— jaccrr. 
ding to the account formerly given), to the number of thirteen, concurred in 
the vcrdiA, that he had reafon to acknowledge fomething habitui»I of fuch a muu. 
»«f of behaviour. R(f. f. 144. . - 
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that good man's head» to f^fteoi in a fot^tibic Ms^xaxtTf jtheko^s 
to his,gi;rdk,. and then invidiQufly point JiitnjQut to a Prote- 
fiant Tzhblti as the P^ope andAmichrift f> ?Th€fie was'cerxaiii? 
ty a.tnjrftery. of nialevfoknce -in: this ;iiiftj»nce of the pitnnei'sr 
coBdiift, I am able to fhow, that, bf thi$ ihrvft at My Bobert^-: 
fcn^ he meant noi lefa, i^^.teirftab i^eJ^Y.Mx AdzmCi>m 
the very ykals. But. ^ dark defijj^aiJiig heatt^ HAsc .z .daik 
lantern^ fometimes betirays itfelf, by : emitting an ungnapded 
gleaov which di^Q^er^ ;wh9t is within, .{^jlike manisfer ihe 
panaei's hand ha^ betrayed his Jieart^ in this infl4nce ; £^r {a^i 
able to fliow it nnder his hand, aiul ift print tqd^ .that he be- 
lieves,, and is perfuaded, , that Mr Gib is. Pope iiT th« ASopiat^ 
Synod; fo that his defeming Mr ^loljenfQfiia^ fiieb, ispniy.a 
j ftroke ^im^d at. Mr Gib, through the fides of his friend* Bm 
[ the panael in this has betraypd a ihanjefel degree of ^npraoftei 
! For granting that Mj: Adajn Gib Was Pope, a^d Mr liobertfpil 
i his tool Qv dupe ; ytt he ought to have kB0%vn9 that whaJieyer 
tools hiis .Holinefs of jlome employs, ^e siW o^pither ^^ye. a 
dupe, nor a deputy, in ipiality of a repriefenisarive ;; fpy tbii 
good rcafon, that he is but a rcprefent^dye himfelf, andiome 
are pleafed to fay not of the faireft original *^ Reprefe^tgdon 
cannot properly be delegated^ 

But the malicious calumny of the pannels (till jiooks much 
fai^ther than all this, I will therefore open/the ioi^itotis Jceoe, 
and exhibit it- to the world in ^11 its horrible colours. B,y af- 

♦ Hercis an example qf modefty, which I heartily wifti ipme of ouf tpi^f:!snr 
tlemen at the bar woutd condefcend to imitate. The tf ndemefs with which the 

author fpeaka of the d 1 hmifclf, ><^ho (asMr GiboWcrvcs) iuf^Iy d«ferve$ hit 

diief, is^defigood, I fuppofe, by way of rebuke totbofe learnedygentleirieo^.fiar 
the unaccountable freedoms which they are ibmetinors pleafed toufe with.piivatp 
charafters in their pleadings. I can fee no btheir d^lign which the author coutd 
have in this remarlcable inftance of delicacy : but malioeiscapabieof wttfftSH|.tl1fe 
plainefi wofds. The author had a fample of this truth, when reading t^is fame 
paragraph to a friend, who gave him no other anfwer, tSian the follbwirig ftory. 
A client, faidhe, of a certain Iai7er, having 16ft Ws eaafc, can^e to Tettle-ife^duirti 
withJhis counfel. The money be. wiUipgJy. p^d in faU tftje ; tbien add«:fliiig;bjin- 
felf to the gentlemen ot the robe : ** Gentlemen," faid he, *' 1 cxpt-aed, that, ac- 
" <6rding to cUftom, you would in your pleadings hive ufedfome greateViree- 
^' doms with thechara^fof my anftagonift, who is knowalbr>anotoitoift^giM, 
*f airthe country over ; if you could not procure me iuftice -for my money, y^p 
I '* might at leaft have given me pennyworths of fcandal foriL" To which Onex>f 
the learned counfel vfery gra^ly tei>lied ? ** For my pat|; Icooid not gratify yc^ 
^' iti tlns> and ibrthis {^sod reafo'n, that J know not^ Sir^iiit/tbe retY^dsncgpntlCh 
" man who is now your adverfary, may fome time\fter wards be my client '* 

f Ifibey lUouU make a devil of ffte, they m^ have 'rikmbtred, thai ihk 'di'fiH ffot 
-Kcf.p.137. •:" ' 
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finnkig that there h a pope in the Afibciate Synod, though - 
they faike the Wow at Mr RobeitfoQ immediately ; yet it is 
plajiy they s^m it at the Rev. Mr Gib ultimately, whom they 
cxprefsly call the Sovereign Pontiff : whkh is their , profano 
way of {peaking of that fupremacy, with which that worthy 
body of ttkenhav^ jtiftly invcfted ihp perfon of thefaid Mr 
Adam Gib. Their malicious deiign in this calumny is neither 
more mot Le&, than to bring the.wh^l^ Afibciate Synods and 
thek adherents, xmdcF the penalty of a Premunire ; which by tHe 
a£t io»ii Hmricif ratified by the aft 15/i £/i2/f, is declared t(* 
be high treafbn. For^ by the&id ftatut;e, it is pronounced to 
be u^ea^fim or lei^^aajefty, for any lub^ie£l. to acknowledge the 
authorky of a Pope or Sovereign Pcmiiff. And I dare fay the 
pannels could not be ignoranfi, that,) &>r this very crim^^ the 
Emeus'' Sir ihomas Moce^ once Lord Chaf^^llor of England^ 
^lefeBV^ly loft his head.* It is manifefty then, that like another 
Neroy -who wi&ed %\m} all the Romn empire had but one 
iieck^ that ht might &ave the pleafure of ftriking off the head ; 
' the- pan«ieb, by tkis'^ruei and invidious: accuiation, aimed a 
dtadlf blow at the heads of all the members of the Afibciate ^ 
Synod; stnd ^eir adherents. 

ARTICLE VI' 


^ \ . I 


That you the faid panoels^ T-7 — s K ^r, A—— w 

S ' - - 'tiy iaic. in^ prefence of die I^ev. the AiTociate Synod, at 
lesA before a multitudeof people, out of pure malice and evil 
i^tei^ion, did moft unjoftiy and injurioitfiy commit the groiTv^ft 
abiifeupon tUe peribii,. cr^dit^ and. chariajfter of the Rev«.Mr 
Adam Gib, inmannernowtobefpecified. IN SO FAR AS» 
that one or all of you the panneb forefaad^ renouncing aH re- 
gard to truth and verity, did take upon you to affirm, that, at 
a meeting of the Aflbciate Seffion at Crofs-caufcy, yoii were 
•wearyvwith hearing the faid Mr Gib fpeak nonfenfe ^; which 
faUe and malicious charge you uttered and publifhed^ in pce^ 
fence of many witneffes; AS ALSO, Thgw: you 'the faid 

A w B n, ifc, forgetting the reverence due by you to 

the faid Mr Cib, did -falfely and audacioufly aflert, that, on the 

• Myprofecutors were allowed to proceed at great length, theforeipoft ofthem 
for above an hour at once, hi vir^tlent and defamatory ^xckmations again (l: me. 
Without any fynodieal check, they treated me with the groflcft abure ; the firft 
of them tellings that he had been quite wearied with fy niuch nqrifrufi:. as I was^ 
fpeakiBsmfeffioB upon the 19th (^ March. Eef. f.lo^. 


^ 


t 


L 3* J 

•ccafibn fbrefaid, or iooie other, Mr Gib direir out a deal of. 
rafling ftoff : b^ whidi nninft m^mtanoo, yoa dcfigpcd to fix 
the odious and undeicrved r^arg r of repitiachiiig or rcvfling 
upon the (aid Mr Gib. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

Had not the panncls renounced all regard to trath*aiid ve- 
rity, they had never perpetrated the audacious crime, .wvJbl 
which they are charged in this article of indi^meat. There is 
not certainly a more delicate part, in which a man can be 
wounded, than the intdleduab. A thruft at thefe ufuaAly gives 
men, efpecially men of exquifite £seling;s, the moft excruci- 
ating pain. As it is well known that Mr Qib is pofl^ed of 
thefe in a very eminent degree, the barbarity of the pannels in 
wounding him in that fenfible quarter, is the more cruel and 
inhumime. The truth of this will appear, if the. import of the 
paands crime in impeaching Mr Gib widi fpeaki^g QQafenfe^ 
is properly attended to. Speaking nonienfe implies one of two 
things : firft, a confbfion of indiftin£t ideas in the mind, and 
an incapacity to exprefs thefe, in their proper order and rela- 
tion to one another ; or fecondly, not doing juftice to the ideas 
and views of things^ formed in the mind) by difguiiing thefe un- 
der a maik of words, which really have no reladon to thc;m. 
But dare the pannels allege in fobermoodj that ^er they (kw ' 
fo deep into Mr Gib's mind, as to be aUe to difcern, whether 
his ideas' were confiifed, or if his words had a proper relation 
td them ? Or can they infallibly determine, whether hisexpreT* 
fions were a juft or unjuft tranicript of his diougbts*? They ia* 
deed pretended to ** i^dge moft exprefsly^ what his miod w^ 
** filled with *." But by what rules, I pray, did they deter- 
mine this e whether by his words, his .writings, or his anions ? 
Whichever of thefe the pannels (hall coddAfcend upon, it will 
equally militate, againft them; unlefs they can pro.ye,. that 
words, WTkings, and aclrions, are a wijiiiQw jurhich every man 
is bound to keep always open, that every impertinent &h>1 may 
pry into his inmoft thoughts. This wo.uld indeed be fuch an - 
inftance of indifcreet weakncfs, as neither Mr Gibfiirely, noir 
any man of ordinary prudence, will ever be guilty of. 

I am able to 4emonftrate this frbm fome of the high^ft ex- 

' • » ■ 
• Refuge, &c prcf.p. xi. 
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fuhples in publi^ and polite life. Byt I muft firft obfervc, that 
there arc not a more impertinent fet of men on earth, than 
your pceviih fnarling philofophers. One of this ftamp was fo 
muck but of humour, with what he called the difingenuous 
modes of intercourfe among mankind, that he heartily wifhed, 
that every man with whom he converfed, had a window in his 
breaft, and that it were in his power to lift the faih, and fee all 
thkt pafled within. Upon the fuppofition, then, that this ill- 
mannered propofal were to take place, (which, by the by, 
would be as great an inftance of rudenefs, as if every imperti- 
nent coxcomb might lawfully open the window of my houfe, 
smd difturb the privacy of my family, by flaring at what might 
be paffing within) ; in fuch a cafe, I alk, what' fhould become 
of the arcana imperii^ which are fo fafely lodged in the breafts 
of our courtiers and ftatefinen ? Muft thefe noble repofitories 
be 'thrown open, either by words or writings, for every prating 
fool to 1^7 into ? No : the fafety of the nation, and thein- 
terefts ^of government, require that the valuable contents of 
thefe great charter-chefts ihould be never feen by vulgar eyes. 
And if the pannels will take upon them to ajSirm, that ever a 
true courtier or ftatefman was fo unfaithful to his charafter, 
as to blaze abroad his inmoft thoughts, by making either his 
words or writings an open window to them, I will not fcruple 
to pronounce them guilty of fcandalum magnatum. Therefore 
as Mr Gib is the fame thing to the AITociate Synod, that the 
greateft ftatefman (not -excepting the E — ^1 of B — e himfelf) is 
to the nation ; it follows, by a parity of reafoning, that he is 
entitled to conceal his fecret thoughts by any means which (hall 
appiear to him moft proper. And even upon the fuppofition, 
that Mr Gibh^d fpoken a little lively nonfenfe, (which, by the 
by, is not granted), by way of covert to fhelter his thoughts, 
under it, from^heir profane obfervations ; yet it is well known 
there may be a very great propriety in fpeaking nonfenfe, on 
fome occafions ; and perhaps in no inftance more, ' than in the 
caufe which Mr Gib had to combat with fuch unreafohable per- 
fons as the pannels. 

But it is worth while to obferve how artfully the pannels 
fwell this malicious charge. They heard (if we take their word 
for it) Mr Gib not only utter nonfenfe, but much nonfenfe ; 
yea they Tay, they were wearied with hearing fo much non^ 
Jenfe. But I beg leave to quejftion, whether the pannels are 
competent jud^of what nonfenfe properly is. DiAthey ne 
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hcai' nonfenfe fpoken In fome other place, as Well as in the fef- 
iion-houfe at Crofs-caufey, and yet neither diicemed . it to be 
fuch, nor were weary of it ? The pannels will, I pFefume, be 
at no lofs to acknowledge the truth ijnported in tliis interro- 
gatory. Therefore! I may juftly fay in this cafe as Mr Gib does 
in another^ which, as applied in the prefent inftance,. does 
no great credit to the pannels, ** After all,** fays Mr Gib, 
** what ftrange conduft was it, to fall upon me with fuch a 
charge in their libel ; while none of them had ever before 
ftated any quarrel ivith me on that fubjeft, all the time they 
*^ ivere under my mimjiry^ and in Jejfion with me * .^" 

The feccnd part of this article of indiAment, is an inftance 
of the mod indecent abuie. One of the pannels as principal, 
and the other two as art and part, had the afTurance to ailert, 
that, upon a certain occaiion, Mr Gib threw out a deal of 
STUFF. I cannot help obferving, that the word STUFF 
fmells fo vei7 rank of the compter, that it plainly difcovers the 
abfiirdity and impofRbility of the calumny couched under it. . 
Does the Rev. Mr Adam Gib deal in ftuft7 whence, I prav^ 
did he throw out this ftuff ? what kind of ftuff was il ? was it 
Darlington, Norwich, or Manchefter ftuff, which are the only 
fluffs of which the pannel is a proper j.udge ? No : he fays it 
was railing Ji II ff ; and in great quantities too, a deal ef railings 
Jlvff f. If by this jargon he defigns to charge Mr Gib with the 
ungentlemanny crime of railing cither at mens perfons or cha- 
racters, I fliall tranfcribe the following teftimonial in his behalf, 
which I hope will be fufficient to difprove the pannel's malevo- 
lent infinuations. 

** Whereas my worthy brother, the Rev. Mr 4^dam Gib, 
has lately been moft unjuftly reproached, as a railer and re* 
viler :|: ; therefore I G — e W— d, A. B.'-froin a convic- 
tion of the falfehood of this invidious charge, do confider 
myfelf as particularly called upon, in this public manner, to 
declare, that I believe the faid charge to be a groundlefs and 
malicious accufation ; for proof of which I refer the public 
to a pamphlet, entitled, A IVarningj ifc* againfi me^ by the 
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t And the next of them [telling], that I was then throwing out a deal of railmi 

ftiS>- lb. p. 103. 

\ They lay their account witl) bdng treated, in my pnfwer, " with all the raiU 
ing fpeeches that malice and maltvolcnce can devife." It would have been foon 
enough to take this ior granted, after I had been found chargeable with fome one 
^ nllancc of having ever treated any tody after that manner. Ih.frrf. f, 8. 
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*' ifaid Mr Adam Gib ; where the reader will find fuch a fampk* 
** of the fpirit of meeknefs and delicacy, as will defervediy per- 
** petuate the memory of that valuable performance. > 

(To be fubfcribed) ' G— e W d." 

I hope the world will allow the above teftimonial all the 
weight which it juftly deferves, in behalf p£ one who canhct 
charitably be fuppofed to be in concert with the other. Con* 
fcioufnefs .of innocence feldom fails to infpire generous minds ^^ 
with a noble difdain of the low and fubtil affaults. of calumny. ^ 
Mr Gib may,, from this y fame principle, bid defiance, to the 
pannels ; and in juftice fay of all that he ever wrote pr Ipokc, 
what he fo juftly fays of a part of his Refuge of Lie's fwccpcil 
away : ** I can fafely refer it to every reader, if (abftraflting 
*' from truth or falfehood) there be one virulent or Icurrilous 
^ word in the whole *,'* , ^ 

A. R T I C L E VII. 

That you the faid T-^-^ — s K r, ijc, at a meeting of 

the Affociate Seffion, the Affociate Prefbytery, or the Aflbci- 
at€ Synod, or all of thefe, did appear in the prefence of the* 
Rev. Mr Adam Gib, with all that daving audacipufnefs and in-* 
iblent fiercenefs of afpeft, fo natural to you ; and having taken 
your poft diredtly againft the faid Mr Gib, with menacing 
looks, lifted arms t, (and probably with clenched fifts too), 
you did intimidate and frighten :him tto the great hazard of his . 
life; by putting him in fear thereof. And although you did 
not think proper to ufe your fifts againfl: his body, yet you cru- 
elly wounded his tender fpirit, with a worfe weapon, that is, 
your venomous tongue, by declaring publicly, that his con- 
duft in the affair of Leith -tvould be to his lafi:ing reproach : 
which was in effedl threatening, that you yourfelf would pro- 
cure ropos, and tic the Seceding meeting-houfe there, as a, 
znillftone around the faid Mr Gib's neck, and then plunge him 
into aa ocean of infamy. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

This ftrticle'refpefts the behaviour of the pannefe on certalu 
occaiions therein mentioned, and, like moft others, is princir 

• Refiige, p. 55, 

t My capital profecutor [Mr K r], with his hands lifted irp at me, in a pi''- ' 

fionate and contemptuous manner, immediately upbraided me, moft nr.ju[t!y^ ^ 
wUb-oppofitlon to Leith affair ; adding, -that it would be to my htjl'mg reprpof^' 
lb. p. $7. 
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pally founded on the infolence and haughtine(s of their coun- 
tenances. This cannot be better expreffed than in the words of 
the Rev. Mr Gib. " Whenever I began to open a mouth/ 
[/. e, as I humbly take it, his own mouth], before any could 
know what I was going to fay, I obferved the four [/• e. the 
pannels, 6*^.] looking with fome appearance of men taking 
their poft againft an adverfary ♦." A hoflile countenance is 
furely one of the moft unqueftionable evidences of an enemy's 
heart. Therefore it is both idle and invidious in the pannels, 
to alk how Mr Gib could know the fecret difpofitions of their 
heartSj from the afpe<rt of their feces, This is as litde t^o the 
purpofe, as when they allege, that Mr Gib's own countenance 
has much the }ame caft as other mens, and may be liable to the 
fame objedlions. For to bring the matter down to their own 
capacity, I muft tell them, that Mr Gib is a fair trader, who 
deals in no contraband commodities, but always carries on an 
honefl^and open correfpondence betwixt his forehead and his 
heart. Mr Gib's own words plainly prove this againft them* 
** I could never," fays he, ** have a felp offen(:e at any perfon in 
** my mind, without fome appearance of it in my face and bc- 
** ha^iour f ;" and I put the pannels to'contradift this if they 
can. Upon this principle, therefore, Mr Gib had good reafoa 
to» conclude, from the hoftile afpeft of the panheh faces, that 
they had a felt offence at him in their minds. And that htf was 
not deceived in this, is obvious from the very attitude df one 
of the pannels ; who dariqgly confronted him, and, as Mr Gib 
expreffes it, " held up both his hands at him, with the utmoft 
^* figns of contemptuous mockery," 

Had tl^e pannel gone no further lengths thar^ this, the con- 
fequences had not been fo fatal. But, not content vith bran- 
difhing his arms, in a way of contempt, he cruelly drew that 
deadly dagger, his tongue, and ftabbed the Rev. Mr Gib in the 
vitals, both as a gentleman, a Chriftiany and a tninifter %. 
I will not be furprifed, if ~the reader is obliged to make a 

paufe here. It was the cafe with myfelf, when I read this 

aftpnifliingly rude and cruel addrefs of one of the pannels to 
Mr Gib, as to his conduA in the buiinefs of Leith congregation. 

* Rrfuge, p. 2r. 
t I was ncfer ready to quaircl any body, for (Efrefpe^ful ofagc of mc. But I 
could never have a felt offence at any peribn in my mind, without fome appear- 
ance of it in my face and behaviour, when I met with them, tiefugt, f . 83. 
I Was it a6tiDg like a gentlemi^n^ like a n^nifter \ like a Prptefi4ntr likr ^ 
^ftian. Ib^f,s4. ' 
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« Was it a£Ung," faid he with a SNEER, " like a gcntlcmaii, 
f^ a Chriftian, or a minifter ?" Amazed at the barbarous cru- 
eltj of ftabbing a peiibn, at one blow, in three of the moft de- 
licate and fenfiblis parts of charaAer, I coi)Id not unfold the 
xnyftery and intention of it. At length, after long recollection, 
it occurred to me, that Mr Gib had acknowledged, that, in his 
conduA as to Leith affair, he had been influenced by three dif' 
ferent principles *» Then indeed I undefilood what was the 
horrible defign and myflery of this threefold wound f ; name- 
ly, a deadly thruft at Mr Gib's three principles of adtion, 
which, as he juftly obferves, ^ough different in their nature, 
yet concurred in their end. Thus by attempting to deprive 
Mr Gib of three different principles of aCtion^ (which arc 
the moft that any man is influenced by at one time), they mof^- 
iniquoufly intended to leave hiin no principles of adtion at all 
in th^t affair ; by uhgentlemanning him, unchriftianing him, 
and unminiftering him all at one blow. 

■ But cruel and barbarous as their words were, they were gcn^ 
tie and agreeable, when compared with the malevolence of 
their looks. For, on that occafion. 

Up bolted K—^ — r, breathing fury and war. 
With, an a/peEl as fierce as a P ruffian hujjfar. 

The Rev. Mr Gib gives the following ftriking account of his bc- 
)iaviour at that time. " His words," fays he, ** were nothing 
** compared with his manner of fpeaking, pointing at me, and 
** diverfifying the face and tone, with a furious and browbcat- 
** ing contemptuoufnefs, which words cannot paint if." In 
the hiftory of the American bucaniers, mention is made of a 
certain pirate, (I have forgot his name), whofe martial looks^ 
it is faid, very often did as much execution as his fword. Be- 
ing naturally of a fierce and warlike afped, it was his cuftom, 
at the beginning of a battle, to improve it, by flicking lighted 
matches in the corner of his hat, the locks of his hair, and the 

*. Afy conduA in the whole affair, has been fpedally influenced by three diflferent 
and concaning principles of adlion. Sefugfi, p, 41b* 

t But, after all, where is the Jefuitifm of any one of thofe three piinciples, or 
of a^ng according to it ? And where is the Jefuitifm of them ail united, or of a^ 
ing according to them all conjun^tly^ Had I adied only according to the firfl of 
tliefe principles, So a way of oppofition to Leith affair,-M>r had I a^ed according 
to ttiefecond, m a way of paflivenefs or neutrality ; my conduft would have been 
Ifideed more iimpl^. As I a<^ed according to all the three, my conduct was more 
cotnplex,— ierdng different, though not oppofite pnrpoXes at the fame time. 

JKf.47. ' -^** 

} Refuge, p. 54. 


wliifkcrs of ^Is long tufted fwarthy beard. .Thus equipped,, he 
fpread terror and aftonifhinent wherc-cver he came, -by his 
very looks. I will not poiitively fay, that the pannel,. on the 
forefaid occaiion» literally imitated the praftice of this famous 
bucanier, by arming any part of his countenance with flighted 
matches, excepting his eyes ; but it is all one in law, as if he 
had done fo. For it is plain he did as much deadly exe- 
cution with thefe, as if his whole body had been ftuck over 
with lighted matches. Mr Gib had therefore . good reafon to 
aHirm, that words cannot paint the furious and browbeating 
contemptuoufnefs of the pannel. Yea, I much doubt if the 
limner's pencil could do juftice to it : and could I have found 
any of that prdfellion who could have taken off the pannePs 
face, with all its. uncommon peculiarities, and prefented thefe 
to the public on copperplate ; I am feniible fuch a pidure would 
have demonilrated to the world the truth of the various articles - 
of indiftment againft him, in a more ftriking and fatisfadtory 
manner, than any arguments whatfoever. But by the time the 
fixond edition of this Trial ihall be publiihed, I hope to be able, 
if art can accomplifh it, to prcfent the reader with a portrait of 
all the pannels, at full length, by way of frontiipiece to it* 
And, that the piece may be as complete as poffible; I flla^l 
caufe tlie engraver exhibit on the fame plate, a view both of. 
the AiTociate Seilion, and the Aflbciate Preft)yt;ery, with a 
view aifo of the various infolent and offenfive attitudes, in 
which the pannels fl6bd before them ; which, by the help of 
proper references by way of explanation, will throw very great 
light upoti the various articles of fupercilioufnefs and browbeat- 
ing, which have been fo juftly laid againft 'them. I am fenfible, 
that fuch a defign will be attended with confiderable expences, 
as neither the liqin^r nor engraver will find it an eafy matter to 
exprefs the peculiar complicated charafteriftics of the pannels 
countenances. But as the open, plain, and ingenuous faces 
on the other part of the plate, will coft neither painter nor en- 
graver much troiiblc ; I expeft, on this account, fuch an 
abatement of thefe artifts ufual fees, as will enable me to pre- 
fent the whole to the public, at the /mall additional expence 
of one penny. 

The conduft of the firft of the pannels was fo fhamefuUy in^ 
folent againft Mr Gib, that the fecond, hardened as he is, 
could hardly keep pace with him on that.occafion. Therefore 
illQUgh he exprefled a general adherence to the whole of what 
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the firft had faid* yet he was obUgeii to add, " that he did 
" not mcaii to adopt every expreffion.'* But this, like many 
other inftances of his conduft, is but mere fhifting, and that 
too in fuch a barefaced manner, that every one muft, at firft 
glance, fee through the low and frivolous artifice. For be it 
fo, that he did not think fit to adopt eveiy word^hich the firft 
"of the paiinels uttered; yet let me aik him, did he not public- 
ly adopt all his peftilential and malevolent looks ? ^What is it 

to the purpofe that he did not give his fanftion to every trifling 
cxpreffion ? Was he not art and part in his feUow-pannel's 
fneering and infulting airs ? did he not openly adopt his info- 
lent browbeating manner of treating the Rev. Mr Gib, the 
moft atrocious crime of the two ? His pleading, therefore, 
that he did not agree to alt the other pannePs words, was but , 
a pitiful inftance of cunning, to ihift off the charge ; while he | 
is forced tacitly to acknowledge, that he was guilty of the moft j 
atrocious and criminal part of it. ^ . \ 

I 

A R T r c L E vm. 

I 

That you the, forcfaid pannelT sK -r, upon various 

occafioAs, efpecially upon one or other of the days of — , in the 

year , did, with malicious and hoftilc intention,, place yoiir- 

felf on aconfptcuous eminence in the Seceding church at Crofs-- 
caufey y and thdin and there did affault the Rev. Mr Gib and 
the Aflpciate Preft)ytery with the moft ihalevolent and pefti- 
lential looks ; Jjrandilhing, all the while, a roll of paper in 
your hajid *; by way of cudgel ; raifing at the fame time your 
arm,, knitting your eyebrows, and working up your whole 
countcnaqce into an afpeft of terror. And that, in defiance of 
the eftabliftied laws of decency f, you did pull out of your 
pocket a letter or letters, which you had received from the 

• Theforemoft profecutor raifed a bold cry againit the reprcfentation winch I 
then gave in, as (luffed with the groiTeil falfehoods and milVeprefentations : and 
he infilled to have the paper, for pointing, them out immediately. It- was accor- 
dingly handed to him, where he ftood confpicuous on a feat ; and he immediately 
began to read it,' as about to make ftrange difcoveiics of that abommable pa^ 
per. But before he had got the fiift paragraph of it read out, he ftopped,— -for 
commentiog upon what was rcacf : and he tlien quickly turned off to a new work- 
ing of his great engine, in a long and moft abufive declamation againft me about ^ 
Lcith affair,— the paper toffed in hjs hand all the time. Rff. />. 104. 

•f If the members of th-e Prelbytery had -not been furprlfed into fome Mnd of 
fillinefs by the high mannn of thefe men ; they would fummarVly have turned rhera 
oft from fuchinteifcringsin their bufincfs as have been mentioned, and fioniJiBdl 
* pUw^in their minute*. K€f, /> , 37 . 
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Rev. Mr Adam Gib, wUch you publicly preiumM to read Itt 
a moH: irreverent and profane manner, by changing your tout, 
and diverilfying tha cadence of yolir voice. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

This article of indi6fanent confifts of- a variety of inftance^ 
of the moil unparallelled abufe; or, as the Rev. Mr Gib more 
emphatically calls them, particulars of a verygrofs nature, Thcfe 
are excellently illuftrated in a paper dra\^n by a committee of 
the Affociate Prefbytery, entitled, " A reprefentation of the 

grofs infult and abufe which T $ K-r r and A ' ■■ w 

B n have committed upon the faid Prefbytery, bf 

" the MANNER of their behaviour:" which, on the ao 
count qf its clearnefs and preciiionj, I have tranfcribed almoft 
▼erbatim in the notes *. 

The firft of the pannels having been cited before the fai4 
Rev. Prefbytery, to anfwer to a charge of a very high nature ; 
after knitting his brows, and putting on his ufiial fupercilious 
airs, demanded, in a very magiflerial tone, who were his pro- 
fecutoFs. It is not eaiy to determine, whether this demand 
was more impenii^m thab infolent; efpeciaUy if it is coiifl- 
dered, that the pannel was cited to anfwer to a flagrant charge 
of intended injufiice^ which was nolef^than a refoiution, as 
Mr Gib conceived, of ftarving the faid Mr Gib into a com- 
pliance with his deteftable meafiires.* His defign therefore m 
this demand was plainly, to have either Mr Gib, or the whole 
Prefbytery, turned to the door as incompetent judgtes. What 
elfe could be his defign in bawling oiit, that if the Prefbjrtery 
were his profecutors, he hoped they were not alfo tp be his 
judges ? Why, I a&, might they not ? Has he Bved.fo long 
in the world, and does not know that a certain' ecclefiafHc 
court, of a much longer flanding than the Af^^iate Prefby- 
tery, fuflain themfeives, even in matters of life and linlb, not 
only profecutors, but judges, ay and witnefles alfo ? It is a 
pity that the pannel was not for a Kttle, under the wholefbme 
difcipline of that famous court, to be propei-ly inftrufted in the 
nature of ecclefiaftic difcipline. No doubt he will allege, that 
it is not the pradtice of civil courts, for judges to aft the part 
of private profecutors. But in this Jie betrays his ignorance 

♦ This reprefentation U infcrted ^t the end of tlic illuflraitionof this article, 
'*-^4, p. 45. 46. 
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to i wretched degree. For what is more common, efpecially 
in cafes of perjufy, or prevarication upon oath, before the 
H — h C — t of Jufticiary, than to hear their L ps give or- 
ders to his M ^7's A ^e to commence' a profecution 

againft (uch perfons as are guilty of thefe crimes i? If then 

their L ps order the profecution, I beg leave to alk, are 

they not the profecutors ? And would it not look very, odd, 

U any of thefe criminals fhould infift, that their L ps were 

unqualified to be their judges, becaufe, forfooth, they had 
influenced and authorifed the profecution ^ainft them ? The 
cafes are precifely parallel ; but what iball Ifay? the ftupidity 
and blindneis of fome men is truly aftoniihing. 

But it is impoffiblc for any perfon to conceite the infolencc 
of the above demand made by 'the pannel, unlefs he had feen 
the fneer with which it was accompanied. , It would have pier- 
ced a perfon of far icfs fenfibility tl^an Mr- Gib to the very heait, 
to have obferved that air of contempt, and infulting rolling of 
the eye, with which the pannel pronounced thefe words, ** I 
*' hope then they are not to be my judge?." I am not a little 
furprifed, that the Rev. Prefbytery did 'not immediately find, 
anddeclare, that this malicious fneer was a material declinature 
of their authority, as I could eafily fliow it was. But I fup- 
pofe they delayed doing this, out of their great lenity towards 
the' pannel, whom they had not as yet confidered as abfolutely 
incorrigible. 

But Tthe pannePs fmeringy ofienfive as it was, w^s hardly 
the half of his guilt on this occafion. Having mounted an 
eminence by way of roftrum, he continued to declaim againft 
Mr Gib with a fiercenefs of aijpeA, and virulence of^ language, 
not to be defcribed. To complete the infiilt, he pulled out of 
his pocket, two miiBve letters from the Rev. Mr Gib to himfelf, 
and, without any regard to the laws of familiar correfpon- 
dence, read the fame, in the hearing of many hundreds of 
witneflcs. But indifcreet as the MATTER of this aftion was> 
the MANNER of it was much more fo. For, in reading the 
laft of thefe letters, ^* he all at on/:e,*' fays Mr Gib, " raifed his 
** voice, apd changed his tone into a nioft extraordinary air of 
** contemptuous and fpiteful mockery, fiich as ftnick a vifible 

•* commotion through the whole houfe *.*' 1 will venture to 

pronounce this conduft of the pannel, an inftance of ef- 
frontery and abufe without a precedent. Had the reader feen 

♦ Refuge, p. 171. 

F 
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the malicious leer, the archied brow, and the fatirlcal empha-' 
fis, with which he publicly read Mr Gib's letter, I doubt not 
but he would have changed his colour, and fhifted his place 
too, as often as the Rev« Mr Gib was obfcrvcd to^ do on that 
6ccafion. For who could have feen either himfclf, or his 
friend, personated with all the fe verity of ridicule, before a 
multitude, without being filled with a juft indignation ? "Was 
not this all, yea more than what the Rev. Mr Gib has called 
It, mockery^ yea fpiteful and contemptuous mockery ? After 
his ufual mtaner^jthe pannel will no. doubt allege with a 
SNEER, that in all this he was only ufing a little innocent free- 
dom with a piece of blotted paper. But I muft tell him, that 
all infults committed upon a man's fniflive letter, are in law v 
conftrufted to be intended againft his perfon. Can he be igno- 
rant, that it was with a defign to put a mark of infamy upon 
the perfon of the famous Dr S ^1, that the houfe of Com- 
mons ordered his letter to the people of England, to be burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman ? I doubt not but the 
Rev. Mr Gib could have ftood by, and feen hisjetter tathc 
pannel burnt by the executioner,-with more pleafure andfarlefs 
pain than he faw him read It in the- Seceding church at Crofs- 
caufey. I candidly declare, that had I myfelf been the writer 
of that letter, I had niuch rather have feen it in flames at the 
end of the hangman's torch, thaij heard it read in fuch a man- 
ner, and Before fuch an audience. The pannel's conduct in 
this inftance, whatever he may think of it, is a crime of a 
mofl atrocious nature. To convince him of this, I fhall orfy 
beg leave to change a name or two, and lay the fame charge a- 

gainft Di- W 1, clerk to the General Aflembly of the church 

of Scotland, which Mr Gib has juftly laid-againft the paiftiel. 
Let me then fuppofe, that in the article of ecclefiaftic news for 
the month of May, a paragraph appears to the following pur* 
port. " LaftThurfday, the Venerable the General Aflembly' 
. •* of the church of Scotland, met in the New church ifle, and 
" being conftitu ted by the Moderator; there was prefented 

«' by his G — e the H— h C ^r, his M ^y's mofl: 

** gracious letter to the Aflembly, which was delivered to Dr 

<« "VT*- 1 the clerk ; who, in reading it, all at once raijed his 

** voice, and changed his tone into a moji extraordinary air of' 
** contemptuous and fpiteful mockery ^ fuch as ft ruck a ^nfible 
** commotion in the tv hole houfe. *^ Had his DoftOrfliip l)jehaved 
fo, in the cafe fuppofed, I doubt not but the General Aflem- 
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bly. would have inftanily uncleiked him, and perhaps depofcd 
him to the bargain. The cafes are precifely fimilar ; bating a 
few circumftances which are not material ; and the aheration 
of name^ (cateris paribus) cannot poffibly change the nature 
of the argument. 

It is not eafy to conceive, what lengths malice is capable of 
^riving men, who have wilfully resigned their hearts as a prey 
to it. Perhaps, there lias feldom occurred a more ftriking in- 
ftance of this melancholy truth, than in the vile and abominable 
infinuation which the pannel made, of the Aflbciate Prefby- . 
tery's being compofed of a parcel of thief-takers. The Rev, 
Mr Gib, or the committee of Prelbytery asiiis amanuenfis, 
has juftly pronounced this to be a ruffianijh attack ; and fuch it 
was indeed. For what could be more fo, than for the pannel 
to cry out in public, that he was dragged to the Aflbciate Pref- 
bytery's bar as a thief * ? Though this was no very delicate 
compliment to his own character, yet fuch was his malice, that 
he was willing to rank himfelf amopg none of the beft of com- 
pany, merely for the fpiteful pleafure of putting the Aflbciate 
Prefby tery on a level with the infamous Macdpnald the Irifh 
thief-taker, who, fome years ago, paid his debt both to pature 
and juflice at Tyburn. But iniiead of being dragged to the 
Prefljytery's bar, as the pannel fajfely afl!erts, (for it can be 
proved, that there was not the leaft \iolence ufed on his perfon), 
he in a moft furious manner attempted |:o drag the good Modera- 
tor out of his chair, and to hale him by the neck, all the way 
from Crofs-caufey, to the parliament-houfe. But that gentleman 
luckily diiappointed him, by prudently flipping his neck out of 
the collar, juft when the pannel thought that te had got a 
faft hold of him thereby. 

It is not to be wondered that the pannels fliould attack Mr 
Gib's charadler, fince they could not refrain from impeaching 
that harmlefs and inoffenfive member, his tongue. After one 
of the paiin'els had furioufly loaded Mr Gib's charafter with 
a charge of the groflefl: calumny, he ftared him in the face, 
in a very fpiteful manner, and added, *' It is well known. Sir, 
** that your tongue is no fcandal.'*. It is not eafy to conceive, 

* He cried out that he was dragged to the Prefby tery's bar as if h^ had been a 
thief: and when the moderator was thereupon faying, You defervc the charafter 
of one who has greatly abufed the feflion and congregation, — he interrupted the 
modfefetor juft as be pronounced the word cbarafler ; fo that he cried out, in a 
furious manner, over and over, Say that again, &>,—• and whh fuch an air, as if he 
l^ad been going to drag him out of the chair to fome othei^ tribunal. Ref* />, 171 
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what the punnel exprefsly meant by this malicious charge. The 
law allows cveiy perfon's tongue to be fcandal, except children^ 
and fuch as are in a ftate of idiot ifm or madnefs. I hope then 
the reader will fee into the abominable deiign of this vile in- 
nilendo againft Mr Gib, and iave me the trouble and pain of 
explaining it. But how ridiculoufly inconfiftent are the pan- 
ncls ? I can (how it under their hands, that they think Mr Gib's 
tongue is capable of fcandalizing them : yet it feems, they will 
allow him a qualification at one time, which, to ferve a pur- 
pofe, they will deny him at anotlier. Or, if they intended by 
that deteftable infinuation to hint, that Mr G)b*s words are fuch 
mere wind, that they cannot hurt any one ; then why all this 
noife, with which they have difturbed the world, if they do 
not feel the weight of them ? They put one in mind of a fro- 
ward boy, who pretends that he does not feel the blow which 
his companion gives him ; though one may eafily difcem, by 
the wry faces which he makes, that it pains him very fenfibly. 

There cannot be a grofler inftance of abufe than to laugh ia 
the face of a grave perfon, efpecially when this is done with a 
defign to difcompofe him, or put him out of countenance. To 
all their other crimes, the pannels have added this inftance 'of 
rudenefs, as the Rev. Mr Gib expreffes it, by " moft impu- ^ 

*' dehdy and fpitcftilly laughing in the faces of the miembers of 
** the Aflbciate Prefbytery." I know there are various mode^ 
of laughing, but it is eafy to guefs the nature of that where- 
with the pannels are charged by the Rev. committee of the 
Aflbciate Prefbytery. I make no dpubt but it was a laugh 
of the fame kind with that, for which Peter the Great of Ruf- 
fia drew his fword, and made a thruft at a porter in the ftreets 
of London. No wonder, then, that the •pannels difconipofed 
Mr Gib and hh Rev.' brethren, by their contemptuous and in- 
folent horfelaugh. I have known fome of the firft orators at < 
the bar fo difcompofed by a general laugh in court, that they 
have loft not only their countenances, but the very thread of 
their difcourfe. Yea, I knew a gentleman of the fword, who 
could have chofen rather to have ftood the fire of a fifty-gun 
battery, than a laugh of raillery. Laughing then in one's face, - 
is not fuch a fmkll matter as the pannels may allege ; and laugh- 
ing it one's opinion * is much the fame with laughing at his, 

• At the fame time, my chief profccutor made no fcruple of treating me, and. 
jj'iy oiMnion of mine differing from bi^ own, with tpucbcs of fntcr an(J contempt* 
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perfon; whichr proves the pannels guilty of a double aft of 
rudenefs to the Rev. Mr Gib, as they have thought fit to fneer 
at his. opinion, as well as at his perfon. 

• Guilt is apt 'to tak€ fhelter under every refuge. I am aware, 
that the pannels will be i;eady to plead, that there was no harm 
in their laughing at Mr Gib, and perhaps to quote Mr Gib's 
words in proof of this. But I will prevent them in this, by 
repeating thefe ; and fhowing, that they import no warrant for 
laughing either at a man or his opinion. ** There are many inftan- 
«* ces," Mr Gib acknowledges, " where matters of external be- 
** havibur, that are morally quite indifferent, or moil readily admit 
** of a fair eonftcuftion, yet thefe may be reprefented as crin^rnal 
^ and odious *." But I will affirm, that the external behaviour of 
pne who infolently laughs in his neighbour's, much more in his 
fuperior's face, is none of thefe inftances, and cannot in any 
ihape admit of a fairconftruftion. Even a contemptuous fmile 
at a folemn countenance, is an infult in its very nature, both 
criminal and odious^ It is, plainly fpeaking, juft as if one 
fhould look me in the face, and fay, Sir, youl' grave demure 
looks are nothing but downright hypocrify and grimace. And iH 
I am fure, it is all one, whether a man infult me in this man- 
ner, by exprefs words, or by contemptuous. and overbearing 
fmiles, , if I can underftand and interpret both, with equal rea- 
dinefs. I muft add, that this crime is always aggravated in 
proportion to the modefty of the perfons countenances who 
^e laughed at., An obfervation which proves, that the pan- 
nels crimes, in this inftance, are of a very atrocious nature. 
To conclude this article, the reprefentation fubjoined f , plainly 
ihews what an idle and vain parade the pannels have made 
about Mr Gib's refting the charge againft them in general-s on- 
ly : there the reader will gnd a furies of particxilars exprcfsly 
condefcended upon, befides fifteen others of the fame nature, 
which Mr Gib can prove againft them, each of which are of 
a grofler nature than another. 

* Refuge, pref. p. i;. 

t " T s K r and A: — ^w B n treated the Prefby tery, at liieir laft meet'* 

ing, in a moft infulting and abufive manner ; before fome hundreds of people : As* 

, ** I . Immediately upon being interrogated, accordjpg to the fummoas,— T s 

K r began with a magifterial demand to be informed who were his profecutors,, 

before he fhould make any anfwer: and when a member replied, that the Prefby- 
tery were the profccutors. upon the reference which had been made of the caufe 
to Them,— he fneered at this anfwer, faying, he hpped they were then not to be 
hi.«^judges ; and continued for fome time to require information of his profecutors 
ihat tliey migl^t be exi llicled from bc/jig his judges. By which behaviour, he ftn"'^^ 
at the root ot all cimrch governmchtlUiddjfcipUoe; as, upon the matter.tnaint^'' 


ARTICLE IX. 

That you tl^e forefaid pannel T s K r, having been 

for fome time cafliier to the Seceding congregation at Crofs- 
caufey, did infuk the Rev. Mr Gib by an aa of th^ moft /«- 
perlatlve bajenefs : IN SO FAR AS you did, on a certain 

day of the month of , in the year , receive the fum of 

pounds Sterling money, to be paid by you to the faid Mr 

Gib as a part of his ftipend : which fum of money you did 
moft wickedly and impudently offer to him, by letter or other- 
wile, with the iniquous defign of decoying the faid Mr Gib in- 
to the fnare of tranfafting civil bufinefs with you: AND 
THAT after retaining the faid money fome time in your cu* 
ftody, and infe^ing it with your own BASENESS, you 
wickedly attempted to communicate the fame infeftion to the 
Rev. Mr Gib, by importuning him to receive the faid dangerous 
film ^f money immediately from- your polluted hands. 

■ 

that no ccclefiaftical judicatory can juftly caB church -members to account abou 
any thing of mi(behaviour :— or that they cannot regularly take any cognifanceo 
the milbehaviour of any, but at the jnftance of a private profecQtor ; as if theit 
calling to an account by their own authority, would be a making themfel ves par- 
ties> and fo incapablt; of being judges. 

" 2. When he came at length to make an anfwer, he began it by leading a long 
paper as his fpcecli ; wherein he threw out a number of charges, which he has 
lying in dependence again ft Mr Gib before the Aflbciate Synod. And thus he took 
an. advantage for infuhing the Preibytery ahd Mr Gib, by charges which they 
couKl not regularly take any cognifance of, and to which he-could not regularly 
make any reply before them. , 

" 3. In reading the faid paper, as he took occafion to introduce two anfwers 
of letters which he had received from Mr Gib ; fo, in reading the laft of thefe 
. anfwers, he all at once raifed his voice, and changed his tone intp a moft extra- 
ordinary air of contemptuous and fpiteful mockery ,—fuch as ftruck a vifible com- 
jnOtion through the whole houfe: And all this infult was ultimately committed 
upon the Preibytery, in his daring to behave fo at their bar. 

" 4. He cried out that he was dragged to the Preft)yicry's bar as if lie hadbeei> 
a thief: And when the moderator was thereupon faying, You deferve tlie charac- 
ter of one who has greatly abufed the feifion and congregation,-^he interrupted 
the moderator jull as he was pronouncing the word charader ; fo that he cried 
out, in a furious manner, over and over, Saf that again, Sir, — and with fuch an 
air, as if he had been going to drag him out of the chair to fome other tribunal. 
If he reckoned himfelf injured by the moderator, he had acccfs to crave fatis- 
feftion from the Prefbytery, — according to the rules of common difcretion and fo- 
briety: but fuch a ruffiamfli attack upon the moderator in their prefence, was a 
mefthainous infult and abufe committed upon them. 

*• 5. A wB n bawled out upon the Preft)ytcry, that they fcreened the 

raoft atrocious crimes : while he fiirioufly loaded Mr Gib, over and over, with a 
charge of the grolTeftcaluniny; becaufehehad been Summoned to the feflioirto 
anfwer for keeping lip the money of feat- rents col ledled by him,— though Mr Gib 

knew, he faid, that he had delivered the fame to Mr K r ;— and alfo bawled out 

so him, once and again, and in a moft fpiteful manner,—!/ is 'well kntywn that your 
**" u is nofcandal.'* Rfif* />• 171. Sec art, 6. above, p. 1 1 , in note f. and p. i. note f, 
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ILLUSTRATION. 

This article of indiftment, although fomewhat different, in 
its nature, from the preceding ones, will, I hope, be found equally 
relevant and atrocious. It reprefents, that one of the pannels, 
having been for forfit time caihier to the Seceding congregation . 
at Crofs-caufey, was4n ufe to pay the Rev. Mr Gib his ftipcnd:: 
That, after he had been guilty of moft of the crimes laid to his 
charge in the former articles of indiftment, he boldly prefu- 
med to aft ftill in the fame office, and to offer mpney to Mr 
Gib in his former ufual way. After the cbminiffion of fuck 
crimes as have been proved againft him in the former articles^ 
one need not be furprifed that he was capable of perpetrating 
this alfo. For one crime naturally leads to. another; and his 
browbeating and fneering at the Rev, Mr Gib, could not mift 
to land him at lafl in this. But happy was it for Mr Gib and, 
for TRUTH, that his fagacity enabled him to detcft the ini- 
quity of the pannel's intention, and to ^ftrate it alfo, by a 
generous and fpirited refolution, to ftarve bath himfblf and his 
family, rather than receive money through the pannel's impure 
liands. 

If this matter is duly attended to, it will be found, that,, in 
the circumflantiated cafe, there was not only an impropri- 
ety, but an utter impoflibility of Mr Gib's iranfafting any crvJl 
buiinefs with the forefaid pannel, at leaft in a confiftency with 
a good confcience. Th^ will appear as plain as funfhine to 
the reader, if he. will be pleafed to auend feriouflyto the fol- 
lowing coniiderations« 

I . As the pannel lay under the horrible load of all tliofc 
enormous crimes charged againft him, in the former ar- 
ticles of indiftment, it is plain he was, as Mr Gib juftly ex- 
preffes it, *^ in a ftate of unpurgedfcandal.'* How dica 
could Mr Gib, with any propriety of charafter, have dealing^ 
of any kind with an infamous perfon, who had been guiltyrof 
overbearing and brO|Wbeating himitelf and his Rev. brethren? 
Efpecially if it is confidered, that in offering ftipend-maney X9 
Mr Gib,' the pannel had no defign to do juftice to him, but 
merely to lick his own charafter clean * * and, no doubt had he 

• The well known ftate of matters, left no room for fuppofing, that this could be 
from any new degree of regard to the body of the congregation or to me,— biit 
for the fupport of his own charafter, in the oppofition he was making to bot!i- 
And I conceived, that my tranfafting with him as formerly would have been » 
eountenancing of that defign ; and a faying upon the matter^ that he andi I 
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got Mr Gib decoyed into the fnare of either giving him money, 
or taking money from him, he would the \ery next day have 
trumpeted it abroad, that Mr Gib had thereby purged him of 
all the grofs crimes which he had fo juftly laid to his charge. 
t)eep as this defign of the pannel's was laid, Mr Gib faw through 
it. For he juftly obferyes, that the pa^'nePs offering him 
money was for the fupport of his own charaBer ; and Mr Gib 
was very well aware, that his tranfafting civil bufinefs with 
him, as he had done formerly, would have been a countenan" 
cingy as he expreffes it, that defign. Perhaps fbme perfons of 
fhallow underftanding may not, at firft fight, fee how any 
civil tranfa^tions betwixt Mr Gib and the pannel could have 
reftored his character, and vindicated him rfrom all the crimes 
laid to his charge. But I defire they will attend to the follow- 
ing' hiftory, which will, I hope, entirely remove their difficul- 
ties on that head. 

The famous Sir Walter Raleigh was condemned to death for 
crimes of high treafop. After continuing fevei^al years in pri- 
fon, he was employed by the King, as commander in chief in 
an expedition to the Weft Indies. But returning fome time af- 
terwards to England, it was found neceflary to oblige the court 
of Spain with the compliment of Sir Walter's head ; which, to 
(ave trouble, was to be ftruck ofi^on the footing of his former 
fentence. His counfel, which confifted of the moft eminent 
lawyers of that period, pled in his behalf, that although he 
had not received a pardon in form, yet he was materially par- 
doned by the King^s commiffion to him, as commander in chief 
of the fleet*; becaufe it cannot be (uppofed in law, that the King 
would delegate his authority to a traitor, or conftitute a con- 
demned malefactor his lieu^tenant or reprefentative. And had 
it not been for the iniquity and corruption of the times, the 
King's commiffion to Sir Walter had certainly faved his life, 
as, according to the judgment of all the fucceeding lawyers in 
England, it ought in juftice to have done. Now, I defire the 
reader to apply this to the matter in hand. The pannel, it is 
true, oflTered money to Mr Gib, but it was in quality of caihier 
to the Seceding cpngregation at Crofs-caufey, for which office 
he had received a commiffion. But had Mr Gib been fo un- 
wary,^^s to receive money from him in this capacity ; would 

as formerly : - which, I thir>k, would have meant a clearing of him, in the whole 
jnatter of the fcandalovs profecution which be was carrying on againil me before 
""' ^ynod. l&r/. ^.168. 
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ttot the pannel have takea the catch, and loudly told die worlds 
that Mr Gib had* pardoned hhn materially^ though not for- 
mally, and purged him from the fcandal of all his crimes, by 
a tacit acknowledgment of the validity and continuance of his 
commiflion as cafhier tp the faid congregation * ? If James the 
Sixth's commifEoi) to Sir Walter Raleigh ought in law tx) have 
been confidered as a full acquitment of him from all crimes of 
treafon, or mifprifion of.treafon, committed by him previous 
to the date of the faid commiflion ; then it follows, that Mr 
Gib had good reafon to confider either a material or explicit 
acknowledgment from him of the pannel's commiflion, as an 
ample reftoration of his character, and an acquitting him from 
all the crimes laid to his charge. It was a pity indeed, that the 
above-mentioned congregation had not before this divefted the 
pannel of his commiffion. This would have prevented much 
trouble, and efi^eftually preferved Mr Gib's fl;ipend from the 
pannePs impure touch. But this fault oyght not to be imputed 
to Mr Gib ; for he very prudently propofed this fame mcafurc 
to his elders, but they did not think fit to comply with it f , 
The moft traftable beafts of burden are fbmetimes wayward 
enough. 

2. It is obvious then, that Mr Gib could not receive ftipend- 
money from the pannel, without acquitting him from all the a- 
trocious crimes laid to his charge ; which I am fure he could not 
in conlcience do. But I am able further to vindicate Mr Gib's 
condu£l in this matter, by fhewing, that he could not receive 
that money from th^ panneFs hands, without making hiihfelf 
acceflbry to the whole of the pannePs guilt. He makes his 
boaft indeed, that, when (landing at the bar of the Aflbciate 
Prefbytery of Edinburgh, he made an offer of 50 1. to, the 
Rev. Mr Gib. But let me aik the pannel, in what capacity dfd 
he fl.and there, when he made this fame infolent offer ? Does 

> 

* It appeared to be relblotely deterailned, to endeavour taftarve me into an 
acknowledgment of his pi;operly maiDtttntng his former capacity ;~that I (hould 
receive the money on this footing, or want it atto|ether : and fuch an acknow- 
ledgment I could not make, according to my view, for any earthly coniideration, 
— 4n a coaiiitency with truth and duty. JR*/. p. 169. 

t I t<rid the Scfiion, before the firft day of fetting came,— that 1 did not fee the 
propriety of any of thefe five eldfers, confidering their then prefent lituation, in- 
terfering in the matter as Ibnncrly ; that, partkolarly, J could not trjuifaa with 
the firft of them as formerly, about my ftipend; and th«t, as none of them hail 
any authoilty but firom the Seffion for fetting feats, I thought they fl.owid be laid 
afide» their boojcs required from them, and others appointed in their place. But 
the members fecmed to want rcfohttion for takhig fuch a courfe witb^ftem. 
IK/. 165. 


he not acknowledge himfelf^ that he was dragged there as 2 
THIEF ? The fecret then comes out; it is plain, he de- 
igned to palm his fcurvy fifty potinds on Mr 'Gib, that he 
inight involve him in his guilt ; upon the footing of that known 
maxini in law, ** The refet is as guilty as the thief." But Mr 
Gib was aware of this fnare, and therefore declined taking any 
money from the pannel, unlefs he firft pdd the fame to, the 
Aflbciate Prefbytery ; which ^e pannel refufed to do out of 
mere fpite, becauie he had been difapppinted in his dejSgn of 
cnfnaring Mr Gib into the vile charafter of a refet. 

3. It was impoffible for Mr Gib to receive ftipend from the 
pannel, without facrificing his reafon, his, reputation, and his 
confcience : things, I am fiire, too valuable to be bartered for 
the paltry fum of fifty pounds. Mr Gib knew very well, that the . 
defign of thofe perfons who had entrufted the pannel with that 
money, was, that he might by this, means have it in his power to 
reduce Mr Gib to reafon, as they profanely expreffed it. Seeing, 
then, Mr Gib was informed, that the money was entrufted 
with the pannel on thfefe vile terms, of reducing him to REA- 
SON, or, as he himfelf exprefles it, obliging him to be a good 
bairn *; how could Mr Gib receive, it in this form, without 
.materially acknowledging, that he bad not only been deprived 
•of his reafon, but for fome time paft had been a. very peevifh 
and untoward BAIRN I What perfon in the fober exercife of 
reafon, would have received even the fum of fifty thoufand 
pounds on theft conditions, however juftly he was entided to 
it ? I fhall not obferve the malice of the perfons who entrufted 
the pannel with money, to be delivered to Mr Gib on tjiefe 
infulting terms. I doubt not^ but that th< very fame perfons, 
who could offer money to Mr Gib, On fuch fcandalous condi- 
tions, would the very next day have efcorted him to Bedlam, 
had he accepted of it. ' 

But reputation, as well as reafon, was ftruck at by the pan- 
. nel's attempting to tranfaft civil bufincfs .with the Rev. Mr Gib. 
As the AiTociate Synod (at leaft a leading member of that body) 
had declared the pannel and his abettors in a ftate of apoftafy ; 
it was utterly incompatible with Mr Gib's good reputation, to 
hav6 any intercourfe whatfoever with thef pannel ; at leaft, as 
Mr Gib expreffes it, any particular communication with him. 

• 6ut how can they cbnfift with (bmc previous talklnjgs, as from the party,— 
Nmt getting me obliged to be a g09d bairn, when once tlie paying of my ftipend 
? in hand \ Ref, f . 166. 


Now, how could Mr Gib receive money from the pan.nel, and 
give him a difcharge for the fame, without having a very parti* 
cular communication with him ? But if all the truth were 
known, there is reafon to believe, that the pannel's infidiousf 
defign in this affair, was to enfriare the Rev. Mr Gib into a con- 
verfation with himfelf while in a ftate of unpurged fcandal * ; 
and by this mean5 expofe him to the cenfure of the Affociatc 
Preflbytery. Fame lies, if the pannel is ignorant of the cen- 
fure which the faid Prefbytery fo juftly, of late, inflifted upon 
the Rev, Mr Cunninghame, one of their number, for conver- 
ling with thrcjC of thofe fchifmatic minifters, 'called Burghers ; 
although, it is believed, he neither gave money to them, nor 
they to him. How, then, could the pannel propofe, that Mr 
Gib fliould tranfaft any money-matters with him in his prefent 
circumftances, linlefs he intended therebjLtp expofe Mr Gib to 
the like heavy condemhation ? It is( probable, that by this fti^a- 
tagem he expefted to hive the malicious pleafure, of one day 
feeing the Rev. Mr Gib (landing as a pannel at the bar of the 
Affociate Prefbytery, and thei:e folemnly rebuked for the 
crime of keeping bad coippany. And I doubt not, but he and 
his abettors would have perfonally attended on fuch an occa- 
fion, and by their fneering, and contemptuous looks, laid a 
heavier rod upon Mr Gib's fhoulders,*than even the Mode- 
rator's rebuke. 

It is not fo fmall a Crime, even to converfe with perfons in a 
Jlate of unpurged fcandaly as fome may be apt to imagijie. This is 
evident from the conduft of the Aflbciate Synod at their meet- 
ing in April 1768, Mr D d i' r, one of thofe fchif- 

matical miniilers called Burghers y who had been excommuni- 
cated by the Aftociate Synod, was fent by his brethren on a 
miffion to North America. Whether it was off the Leeward 
iflands) or the coaft of Newfoundland, I cannot exactly deter- 
mine, but it was in his paffage over the Atlantic ocean, that he 
began to feel that heavy fentence pinch him to the quick : and 
yet before .this he never difcovered the leaft feniibility. of. that 
weighty load, though it had lain near twenty years upon his 
ihoulders. Whether this fudden effe£t was owing to the change 
of air, or any other phyfical unknown caufe, I cannot prccife- 
iy fay : but it i$ certain, that he had no fooner fet his foot on 

* Let any "body judge, then, if I had not good reafon to tell the Synod after- 
wards, ** Thatnhey were unanimouflV found by their btethren of Seifion, on tl^t 
wtbof March, 'ma ftat^ of unpurged fcandal." JR^/. />. 77- 
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Ac continent of America, than He refolvcd to piit the foir 
lowing ftratagem in execution, in order to get rid of tlie 
fcandal and load of excommunication. Having* infinuated 
Jiimfelf into the- acquaintance of the members of the Affo- 
ciate Prefbytery of Pennfylvania, he expatiated to them atjgreat 
length, upon what he called the advantages which \jrpu)d at- 
tenfl an union among the two bodies of Sece,ders. Not aware 
of his private deiign, that Rev. couft were caught in xhcfnare^ 
and joined with him bo^h in Prefbytery and fomewhere elf(? 
too, upon the ftrange terms of mutually forgiving all that ha4 
paiTed between both parties of Seceders ; that is, in other 
words, pafling over the fentence of excommunication, which 
had been fo defervedly pronounced upon hiip and his fchifmAr 
|:ical brethren. In confequence of v this, by ways and means he 
influenced the fprefaid Prefbytery to write a fupplicatory letter, 
^nd to tranfipit it by hipifelf to the Affociate Synod, PT^y'^g 
|:hem to unite in like manner, and upon the^ fame terms, with, 
the whole body of Burghers. But the Aflbciate SynQ4 had 
more /penetration, t^an to be taken in his lure ; therefore^ 
when thj^t Reyeren^ fchifmatic wrote a very cringing letter to 
Itheir moderator, offei^ing to ypait upon them, and cpnverfe 
with them, they imipediately difcerned the fnake in the grafe, 
and very wifely ordered tlieir moderator to inform him^ 
that they had no bufinefs with him, and would hold no con- 
verfatipn with him, jinlefs he appeared as a penitent at 
their bar, and then and there had the yoke pf e^cpfnmu- 
nication taken off his neck, in due form *. Thus, for all 
the trick which that'gendeman put upon the Aflbcjat^ Prefby- 

♦ Copy of a Utter from tpe Rev. Mr John Wtlfon Mmifter of the ^Jftciate conzregatiof 
at Methven, Moderator of the Ajfociate Synod in Ami 1768, to the Rev, Mr D-'—d 
T r mnijler at D—n. -^ 

S I R, ^' EiUnhurgh, April 7 1768. 

I Received a letter from you of this date, addfelTed to mc as Moderatoc ; which, 
according to your dcf\rt, I have communicate to thp Affociite Synod. And 
they have Inftrufted me to write ybu, that they do not under ftand any bufineii 
they have with you, except in the way of receiving what fatisfaftion you ought 
to offer, for removing the higher cenfure which you are lying under." If you have 
any fuch fatisfad^on to pffer, you m\\ iiave accefs to attend the Synocf for that 
purpofe, in this place, qn the 30th day of Auguft next : and if your letter had 
contained any infinuation of fuch a thing, tbey would have appointed a fpderunt 
for that purpofe to-morrow forenoon. As to the term^ of agreement which yoM 
propofe and refer to, the Synod cannot take them into any advifemcnt. 1 am, 
JDi red ed on the back thus, S 1 R, 

j-o Mr D d T—r, at Mr Alexr. Tour humhle fervant, 

MMbray's, Forrejler's'w^, - John Wij-joN;, Jil$der0t9r, 

fldin\mrgh. 
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. tery of Pennfylvariia, he is us much in a ftatc of unpurged Hraa- 
dal, as the reft of his impenitent brethren are. But I hope 
that Prefbytery will never fall again into the like fn^re, if the 

. prayers of their friends in Britain can prevent this. For the 

AffiDciate Synod have appointed the 23d of June 1768 to be 

. oberved as a day of fefting and prayer, in which their people 

jare enjoined to pray, that their friends in America may be pre- 

fcrved from SNARES. 

Reiifon and reputation are delicate matters, h\it confcience- 
is much more fo. Had the pannel been pofiefled of the leaft 
delicacy or difcretion, he never "would have importuned Mr 
Gib tp receive money from his hands, after he had informed 
Mm by letter, that he could not in conftience receive it 
through fuch a channel. The pannel, as Mr Gib roundly in- 
formed him, ** had been making a facrifice of truth, of duty, 
'** and his reputation and miniftry *;** as the reader will fee 
clpafty demon ft rated j in the foregoing articles of indi£bmeat« 

• 10 have tratifafted any bufinefij with a perfon of ' this charailcr, 
muft, upon Mr Gib*s part, have imported a tacit approbation 
of all thefe varFous and enormous crimes. Yea, as Mr Gib 
juftly obferves, it would hav©-been more ; even a homologating 
thefe, and rendering himfelf art and part . in every one of 

* Mr Gib's fecond letter to Mr K r, taken from Reafont of Prcteft, &c. p. 6$, 

SIR, Ednfmrghf Jan. 1, 1767^ 

IN anfwcr to your's of this datc,^I have rcafon, I thiDk% to be furprifed, — that 
you fliould reckon a charging you with keeping me out of my money,— ^to 
be a reproach, even a malicioui calumny: as I cannot but reckon that a refufing to 
let me have it, except in a fovm which muft (in my view) imply an homplogating of 
ftU the fat^rifice which (1 (onceive)iyou have been making©/ truth and duty, of my 
reputation n»d miniftry, yea of every facred intereft of the congregation 1 ftand 
related to,- in your profecution of me, — is a moft real and halnous keeping me 
out of it. I need not think ftrange, concerning the blame you roll on me in your 
let ter,-r-after the fingular freedoms of thw fort which you have ufed elfewhere: 
But, even ab ft rafting from all other bars in the way, every impartial perfon (I 
iuppofe) mwft allow the door to be /but againfi ail propriety of my holding anypartUu- 
Im conifj.'unication iViihyou, — by the fuptrlati^e bafenefs with which 1 am ufed in 
your former letter ; contrary to the moft acknowledged meafures of dilcretioa 
and fair dealing in a civilized country. I abft^n from any ex^?}icationx)f that matr 
ter, — as ! want this to be the conclufion of our epiftolary coirefpondence. I /hall 
only notice,'-that the rit»t obje^ing mentioned in my laft, is not to-be taken fbr aq 
upproving : and that tb.e aUvwmg which I there mention, proceeds on the fuppoii' 
tionof a new paftioh to takeplace; ks not above fourteen (hillings and an half- 
penny of the articles meant, could otberwife, without bafenefs, be transferred tp 
my account, — efpecially in the way of ihutting me out from the- crecUt of paying;^ 
them. I remain, with a Ipre heart, 

SIR, 

Your real wellwiihcr, 

Thii lett^ ts t efiucd t9 above, f. 41. 42. 


them. That is, in oth^ tvords, it would have involved Mt 
Gib in the guilt of fuicide, or ftabbing his own reputation to 
the quick, befides the deadly blow it muft have given to truth, 
I doubt not .but fome weak pcrfons may be ready to aik, what 
inftance of truth could have fuffered by Mr Gib's receiving 
money tlirough the hands of the pannel ? O the dulnefs and 

6:upidity of mankind ! Would not the whole of trvth, the 

very quinteffence and fum total of it, AS AMONG MR 
GIB'S HANDS *, have for ever perifhed by this aft of 
imprudence^ had he been fo unwary as to have been guilty of 
it i Poes he not plainly demonftrate to the pannel, that he 
bad/acrificed /rwf A ; and that, for this good reafon, he could 
not receive money thro\jgh his hands, without looking on him- 
felf as acceffoiy to his complicated and enormous guilt ? 

.But there was ftill a ftronger reafon, could a ftronger be^ 
for Mr Gib's refufing to receive any ftipend-money through 
the hmds of the pannel. Had he been fo unwary (which^ 
thanks to his prudence, he was not) as to receive money 
from the pannel, in the form of ftipcnd ; I am able to 
flaew, that tdere never could have been an Aflbciate Seffion 
at Crofs-caufey f, after this unlucky event, and that refpedla- 
ble court muft have been for ever annihilated : and it is much 
queftioned, if Prefoyterian church-government could have - 
furvived it. That the reader may fee this matter in a proper 
light, I defire that he will obferve, what was the " truth a- 
♦« mong Mr Gib's hands," which the pannel had wantonly and 
wickedly facrificed. It was, as Mr Gib juftly expreffes it, 
" the teftimony among my hands, for the Prefbyterial confti- 
** tution and order of the Seffion, againft the fcandalous con- 
•* dua of the profecutors," that is, the pannels. Now, let it 
be attended to, that the caufe which Mr Gib combated with the 
pannels, was, as he fays, the very being and exiftence of the 
Seffion at Crofs-caufey $, which they had impioufly ftruck at, 

* That I fliould inftantly cfr6p the whole tcftimony among my hands, in belialf 
of the proper fonftttution and order of the feiiiDn. agaipft the^^onduaof thepro^ 
' fecutors Ref. />. i U- Compared -with p. »20. For my own part, I could never, 
all the time, entertain any fear ot a breach upon this atiair ; while nothing of the 
Ptibric caufe and teftimony was in debate. . ,^ ' . _A,„t;ot^/.oft..^4^ 

+ 1 hope to make it evident, that my proteft was. m the circumaantiate cafe,^f 
cmuU neceffiiy for the maintaining of Preibyterial government, m the ftfton and 
congregation immedlattely concerned Ih f.l9 ^ i- r *u u - u 

My proteft was the only further means left me to try, for heahng the breach ; 
the only proper method then left open to me, for maintaining any PrelbytenaJ 
or fcriptural exiftence of thefeflion. Ih, p.%i» 
. \ • 1 have been all^long contending for the Preftjytenar conftitution and order of 
""" - leffion, for mdntaining the Preft>ytcrial exiftence of it. lb. j?. 192- . 
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by their haughty and overbearing contemptuoufnefs. If then 
Mr Gib had unwarily homolqgated the facrificc which the 
pannels made of TRTjrH, that is, the conftitution and order 
of the faid Sefiion, Where had that Seffion, yea where had 
Prelbytery itfelf been this day ? Upon this footing, every impar- 
tial perfon muft agred' with the Rev. Mr Gib, that the door, 
ivas Jbut againji ail propriety of his holding any communication 
-with the pannel, unlefs at the expence of THE TESTIMONY 
AMONG HIS HANDS * ; which was fb eflentially conneftcd 
with the veiy exiftence of the SeiEon, that had he dropped it, 
by receiving flipend through the pannel 's hands, that eminent 
under pillar of Prefbylery muft have been razed to the ground^ 
and lain, alas, in perpetual ruins. 

The iflue of this pecuniary affair betwixt Mr Gib aid the 
pannel^ aflfords a very remarkable confirmation of the above 
•arguments ; and clearly fhews, what a handle he would have 
m^de of thiat gentleman's receiving money imw^rfwf^/y throng 
,his hands. The following letter, which fell into my hands by 
a particular accident^ plainly demonftrates the prudence and 
neceffity of Mr Gib*s declining tp receive fo much as a fhillirig 
from him in perfon • 

Ti the Rev. Mr William MoncIIieff, Mini/er of the Gs>- 
/pel in the Jffociate congregation at Alloa^ and Profejfor of Di- 
vinity to the whole Jjfojpidted church. 

R E V. S I R, 

VrOU were pleafed fome time ago, in prefence of the Affo-^ 
ciate Synod, to pronounce the awful fentence of A PO- 
ST AS Y f upon us. Confidering the refpeft due to the in- 
fallible chair of divinity, which you fo worthily fill, in the Af- 
foe iated church, this could not fail to fit very heavy upouMs; 
and we fincerely aflure you, that it produced the veiy fame difinal 
cffefts upon us, which the excommunication of MefT. Erlkines;, 
Fifher, &c. did upon the Rev. Mr Adam Gib ; which, as he 
juftly obferves, opprefled his fpirits fo much, as threateiied f§ 

* Unlefs I would agree to give up witli the whole of the afore fa'td teftimoay *- 
meng my hands. Ref.p.i\s. - , 

f They bring in fome others to (liarc with me. In the extravagancies of perfonaJ 
abufe.- — Forthispurpofe, they iingle out two of my brethren. *' We were 
" tnily forry" (fay they) ** to fee the Rev. Mr MoncriefF foUowing the footHeps 
*' of Mr Gib, calumniating us before a multitude;'' though the pieiend^d c^- 
lumnywas a molt notorious truths that the^f ha^ dcferUd^tlu Lord'i caufs^ 
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fiorten his days. But wc beg leave to iaform you, in that gentjc'r 
inan*s words, that, in this infrance, vje have got our juclgmenis 
€nd confciences fatisjied^ over the belly of affection and^inclina- 
twn *, as really and truly, and in much the fame wj^y^ that 
Mr Gib did his in the other r For, on the 25th of April 1 768, 
' wc received a full pardon, not only of our apoftafy, but of 
all our other crimes, under the hand of Mr Adam Gib; 
by a tranfaftion batwixt him and one of our number, in which 
he gracioufly condefc^nded to receive ftipend-money from him, 
and thereby did fully exoner him, and confequcntly us alfo* 
We have prefumed^to tranfmit you 4 copy of this ACT OF 
GR A C E f ; and <^ entreat that we may be thereby reftored 
to the honour of yotir good opinion, as well as to the favour 
of the Rev. Mr Adam Gib. We are. 

Rev. SIR, , 

Ulth ali humility i 

Tour moji obedient humble ferVanis. 

♦ They fetch another ftrbke at me, from the fide of their new profeflion ; as, in 
two different places of their libel, they fpeakof " how ai^ve he was,*— fo very 
•' a<5live, inprofecutinga number of his brethren, the length of the. hrgbejl cen^ 
" fure of the church." But they knew well, that 1 was far from being the firft 
mover tn this hated procedure : and if the Lord had not been pleafed to endue 
Ibmeof my Rev. fathers with more honefty, and zeal, — that point of teftimony 
inight perhaps have been negleded, for me at leaft, to this very day 1 will al- 
ways remember, how much the opprcflSon upon my fpirit," before 1 attained to 
the fame cleamefs with thenpi,— had tknatened to jiorttn my days. ■ But 1 got.my 
iudgmcnt and confcience fatisfied upon the fubjedl, over the belly of affeftion and 
Inclination; and fo I contipue to this day. iJ«/. />. 138. 

f Mutual Difcharge between the Rev. Mr Adam Gib and Cfeorge Anderfon, ani 

T s K r. 

THis account of charge and difcharge Betwixt the Aflbciate Congregation at 
Edinburgh, and T s K r -. in Edinburgh; being this 

day examined by the R^v. Mr Adam Gib minifter of the gofpel in laid AlTodate 
Congregation, and fub-tackfman of the church and feffion-houfe built upon the 
ground fift in tack by Henry Robertfon fhoemaker, portioner of Bel6eld, in the 
parifh of St Cuthbcrt's, to John Biyflbn and others, for thebehoof of the laid Al- 
fociate Congregatian : the fame is found to be rigtflly ftated, and that the charge a • 
mounts to four hundred and ibrty-dght pounds three fhiilings and fiypence h^f- 
pcnny, and the difcharge to three, hundred and mnety-nine pounds eighteen (hil- 
lings and feven pence, both Sterliiig ; whereby there Is a balance due by the laM 

T sK r of forty- eiglit pounds four (hillings and eleven pence halfpenny 

Sterling : uhich balance he has inftantly paid over to the faid Mr Adam Gib, 
as fubtackfman aforefaid, to account and in payirent pro tanto of the (Upend due 
tofem by faid Aflbciate Congregation. 'AND THEREFORE the faid Mr Adam 
Gib for himfelf, and as taking burden upon him for faid Aflbciate Congregation, 
with con fen t of George Anderfon tenant in Saitghton, to whom he had afligned 

the fotefaid balance for his behoof, on the one part ; anfl the faid T s K r 

•n the other part; hereby mutually exoner, quit-claim, and ctifcharge each other, 
their heirs, cx<?cutors, and fticcelTars, of the foregdng account, xyholc articles 
"soi contained, and balance of (orty-eight pounds four Ihilfings and eleven 
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Let the reader now judge, what good reafon Mr Gib had 
to refufe having any immediate civil tranfa<ftr'ons with any one 
of the pannels, after he is informed, -that they had no more 
git)und to inform Mr Moncrieft^ that they were pardoned, 
than Mr Gib's receiving money (not immediately, hxix.) mediately 
from one of. their number, and that too through th& interven- 
tion of feveral other peffons hands. I have attentively conii- 
dcred the nature of this writ, which they call a pardon and 
aft of grace; and I am able to fhew, that it is neither a mate- 
rial nor a formal aft of pardon, dther of their browbeating 
or their apoftafy, I will admit, that, at the time mentioned in 
thie letter, Mr Gib had ftipend-money paid for his behoof, by 
one of the pannels ; but I utterly deny, that the fame identical 
fum of money was paid to him. The cafe was precifely thus *. 

pence halfpenny Sterling due thereon by the faid T s K- — r ; and likewife cf 

the procefs raifed at the inftance of the faid George Anderfort againft the faid 

TT 8 K r, before the Sberilf of Edinburgh, for payment of faid balance ; 

and of air further adtion, diligence, and execution competent, or that may be 
competent, to follow thereon for ever. "Which diftharge, the faid Wr Adam 

Gib, with confent and takingburden on him as faid is, and the faid T s K r, 

bind and oblige, them, their heirs and fuccef)brs, to warrant to be good and fuf!ici«> 
cnt to each other, at all hands, and againft all deadly, as law will. \n witnefs 
whereof, this and the preceding page (wrote by Alexander 0;^lydl, clerk to 
Alexander Gordon writer in Edinburgh) are fubfcribed^by the (aids Mr»Adam 
Gib, at Edinburgh, the twenty-fifth day of April, feventeen hundred J^nd lixty- 
eight years, before thefc witnefles, "William Fullerton iludent of philofophy in 
Edinburgh, and Alexander Beverly upholfterer there; and by the faid George 
Anderfon,.at Sa ugh ton, the faid twcnty-Ufth day of April and yeur forefaid, be- 
fore thefe witnefles, George Anderfon his fon, and "Walter Minto porter in Edin- 
burgh ; and by the faicl T— s K- — r, at Edinburgh, the thirtieth day of the 
faid month of April and year fbrefaid, before thefe witnefles, the faid Alexander 
Gordon and Alexander Dalyell. 

"William Fullerton, tuHnefs. i 

Alexander- Beverly, wf^«c/j. Adam Gib. 

George Anderson, iv^tfjefu « * ^ 

'^ Walter MiNTo, TuiX/../;. . George Anderson. 

Alexander Gordon, iw/«f/jr. ~ , 

Alexander Dalyell, wftnefs* Tsar. 

*■ Mr K r's fecond letter to Mr Gib, taken from Rsafom of proiefl, &c. p. 6^. 

Rev. SIK, Edin^wgf), Jan. u ij^.y. 

I "Wrote you the 4th ult. defuing to know at what hour next day it would be 
convenient for my waiting upon you to pay you the deficiency of ftipend pre* 
fently due to you by the congregation, fo far as fome money in my hands, arifing 
from the feat-rents, would go. I have before me your leply of fame date, where- 
in you defirel may not give you nor myfelf the trouble of waiting uponyoo about 
that bufmefs, as you fay you cannot enter upon ft with roe. Your reafons for 
fuch reply you will pofllbly explain afterwards; and it will then be time enough 
forme to trouble you with any remarks thereon. Meantime 1 mnft b^eg leave to 
tell you, th«t it gives me fome concern to find, by various- reports, that I am le-. 
prnached with keeping you out of your money . W hat has given rife to fo malicii 
ous a calujnny, I ihall not pretend to fey : but you arc no doubt fenfible, tb*^ 

H 


< 1 
Mr Gib's confcieiicc not permitting him to receive money im* 
mediately from the panneFs hands, and he being obftinately re- > 
folved to decoy him into this fnare, Mr Gib found it neceflary^ 
as he informs the pyblic, to borrow a fum of money to the ex- 
tent of that part of his flipend which lay in the pannePs hands^ 
and to give George Anderfon tenant in Saughton (whofe con- 
icience is not fo delicate in money-matters) an aiSgnation to the 
faid debt; which was immediately put into the hands of a 
lawyer *. Mr Gib's prudence and difcretion in this ftep are, 
to me at leaft, very admirable. For I cannot conceive a more 
cflFe£hial method of refining money, and purifying it of all 
drofs, fo as to make it fit light enough upon the moft fcrupu* 
lous confcience, thah by making -it pafs, by way of mint, 
through the hands of two or three gentlemen of the law. Mr 
Gib, being well apprifed of this, put the fbrefaid affignation to 
his ftipend, into the hands of a lawyer, and caufed him com- 
mence an aftion for the fame againft the pannel, before the 
fberiff-court of Mid-Lothian. This prudent expedient might, 
I doubt not, in due time have anfwered Mr Gib's end. ' But 
as the judge in that court fecmed neither to underftand the na- 
ture of that infeftion which gold is capable of catching from* 
impure hands, r^'^r to comprehend the nature of Mr Gib's mm 
fcruples of confcience, about touching fuch infefted money ; 
diere was reafon to fear, that he might have ordained him to re- 
ceive \As QApcninmmediately from the pannel, and perhaps con- 
demned the faid Mr Gib to pay the cofts of fuit alfo. On theft 

1$ without the fmalleft foundation, as you have yourfclf only to blame that yom 
have not received every farthing due to you by the congregation, to far as fomc 
money in my hands belonging to them will go. 

I am dill ready to wait upon you, at any time you pleafe to appoint, for the bu- 
fmefs mentioned in my laft. I fhould be very glad yoa would order a meeting of 
the whole managers to be called," that I may have an opportunity of accounting 
to them for my intromiffions with the public money, finte my laft clearsftice with 
them ; and (as was done immediately after my laft fettlement with the managers) 
that you would be pleafed to call a congregational meeting, that I may have the 
fatisfatVion of expnering myfelf to them of my intromiffions with their money, 
firtce my faid laft fettlement with the mahagers. And after all this is done, if the > 
congregation (hall incline either to continue or change their prefent managers, I 
iliall be entirely paffive. But I (hould reckon it a breach of the truft repofed in 
me by the congregation as a manager, to fubmit to your putting in or turning out-" 
managers at yt)ur pieafure. I remain, 

Rev* sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

T r^S K —R. 

* The real fcheme, for having me deprived of as n>iich of the money as they 
could .get into their hands, nnlefs I would receive it upon the fcandalous terp;js 
*i*f\etitioncd, is now fufficiently evident. Ref, p. i73' 
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accounts that gentleman fotind it neceffary to drop the proccfs, - 
and compromife the matter ; but it muft be obferved, that he 
took care to do this, in fiich a way as could import neither a 
material nor formal approbation of any part whatfoever of the 
ipannePs guilt. It is true, that Mr Gib was generoully pleafed 
to pay the pannePs expences of defending himfelf in coui't : 
but I defire it may be obferved, that this was only giving the 
'pannel money, and not a receiving any from him ; things which 
in their nature ard entirely diflFerent. Befides, it is to be re- 
membered, that although the pannel paid Mr Gib's ftipend to 
Mr Gordon his agent ; yet it is probable, that this fame fum of 
money was never in Mr Gib*s hands, and that he did not fo 
much as touch it, as he had aiEgned the fame to his friend 
George A nderfon *, fome months before, for a pure and clear 
fum of the/ame extent. I obferve indeed, th^t the pannels, 
in their letter to Mr Moncrieff, lay much ftrefs on the word ' 
€Xoner in the writ, pluming themfelves on this, as if it we're a> 
pardon in form of all their crimes. But this is owing to their 
miftaking the meaning of it. Exoner is a law-term, and never 
ufed in the ftyle of pardons. Jbfolution^ or^abfolving x)ne, is 
the phrafe ufed in thefe ecclefiaftical adls, as I doubt not but 
Mr Moncrieff will convince them of in hi§ anfwer to their 
letter. Befides, the exonering mentioned in the paper is mu- 
tual, that is, on the part of the pannel, as well as Mr Gib^s 
part. It cannot therefore bear the meaning which they put upon 
it, unlefs they were fo abfiird as to allege, .that the pannel is ca- 
pable of being quits with Mr Gib^ in this inftance ; while it is 
well knowq, that he is no more qualified to pardon Mr Gib, j 
than that gendeman is capable of doing any thing againil any . 
man, which needs to be pardoned. 

* 

A R T I C L E X. 

That you the forefaid pannels, T — = — s K — ; — ^r, A yf 


B n, and R ^t M ^n, did, in a moft public and mali- 
cious manner, impeach the R?v, Mr Adam Gib, with the de- 
teftable crimes of Jefuitifm and diflimulation t ; and this yoyi 

* After lying about a twdveraonth out of my monfiy, I granted 4a aHignatjcyi 
of the feat-rents in que (lion, (upon the footing of niy fab- tack), to one who had 
lehtmeiol. for fupplying the place of it; that he might recover the money 

from Mr K r. But, after various applications made to him, heniiftedfrom 

^ime to time ; and has at length pofitiyely refuied to make payment. Ref, f. 1 7^. 

■f Such was the unwearied jnd\iftry then ufed,— for getting me rcprefejited* 
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did in print, in a'pamphlct, publilhed by you, entitled, R E A.- 
SONS OF PROTEST, &c. with the abominable defign 
of procuring afentence of outlawry or exile, againft the faid 
Mr Gib, as an enemy to the liberties of his country : AND, 
as if this had been a fmall matter, you wickedly endeavoured 
to prove,, that he was guilty of the groffefl difingenuity ii^pufh- 
ing the Affociate Prelbytery of Edinburgh to grant a disjunc- 
tion to the Seceding people at Leith from Mr Gib's congrcga-^ 
tion, while, as you falfely allege, he was doing all he tould in 
private to oppofe this fame deiign. This your crime is aggrava- 
ted to the higheft degree of guilt ; in as much as you yourfelyes 
were witnefles to the plentiful tears which Mr Gib ihed, with 
all the importunity of a fupplicant, tor the f^d disjunAion ; 
yet fuch was tlie hardnefs of yoyr hearts, thatthefe melting 
tears could not foften them, nor prevent you from blafpbc- 
ming thefe, by calling them the tears of a crocodile*. 

ILLUSTRATION. 

This. article of indiftment exhibits a very ftriking evidence 
of the calumnious difpofition of the pannels. They have 
thought proper to charge the Rev. Mr Gib with the crimes of 
Jefuitifm and diffimulation. Without determining whether 
thefe charges are fynonymous, or fpecifically different, I Ihall 
proceed to confider the import of them, and fhew how unjuft- 
ly the pannels have advanced them againft Mr Gib. 

The name Je/uit, to the ears of a Briton, conveys the idea 
of an enemy to our happy conftitution, both in church and 
ftate. It would'feeni, then, that the pannels intended, by this 
impvitation, to reprefent the Rev. Mr Gib, as a perfon difaf* 
fefted to the government of his country. But nothing can e- 
qual the malice of thi? charge, e^^cept the infidious manner in 
which it is' laid. 

Men are, on fomc occaiions, under particular impuMes of 
mind, which at the time they can neither account for nor ex- 
plain ; «nd yet, in fome after period, they find, that, in fuch 
cafes, it was their good genius which influenced them to take 

«nd near, as a fort of execrable monftcr ; or, according to the ftyle now Bfed a- 
about vne by the U» ellers, as one who dcfcrvcd to be *' driven into exile from al- 
** moft fvery nation/' like q Spiniih Jefuit,— ** whofe name from Jefos, but 
*' whofe arts from hell./ And thatindaftry was far fronr being unfoccefsftil. I 
was brought under a general odi.tm on all hands, through all the bounds of the Sc- 
- cellion -, my name was in fomepliaces becoqie a nuifance. Rff. f. 1 16. 


luch ftcps as thcfe fecret impreilioDS impellc4 them to *. I 
have feldom obferved a more convincing evidence of the truth 
of this, than in the cafe of the Rev. Mr Gib. As if he had 
dearly forefeen, by what means, I fhall not determine, that 
the charge of difaffeftion to government might, in procefs 
of time, be advanced againft him; he was prompted, by I 
know not what caufe, timeoufly to obviate this malicious charge, 
by publifhing, in the Scots Magazine for May 1765, a diftinft 
account of the noble (land which he made for the fupport of 
•his Majefty's perfon and government, in the memorable year 
1745. Let the pannels hear it and blufh. In the time of that 
daring rebellion, when the rebels had poffeflion of this city, 
■Mr Gib retired to a village only three or four miles diflance 
from his meeting-houfe in Brifto ; when certain clergymen of 
this city, yet alive, hardly thoijght. themfelvcs fafe, at fifty 
miles diftance from it ; and there boldly preached and prayed 
againft the lucklefs chevalier and his followers, and that too 
when fome of the rebels were within hearing of him ; at leaft, 
they might have been fo, if they had a mind. Let me alk. 
Did any of the eftablifhed clergy of this city behave in this 
intrepid manner ? No : they fled 10 a man, and had not the 
courage either to pray for the King, or preach to his fubje<n:s, 
.almoft within fight of the fpot, where each pf them received 
140 1. a-year, for doing nothing elfe. Befides, it was well 
known at that time, though almoft forgotten, until Mr Gib 
very feafonably put the public iiT remembrance of it, that a 
certain rebel more daring than his companions, refolutely dif- 
charged his fufee at Mr Gib, as he pafled the highway : yet 
even this attack, bold as it wa^, gave Mr Gib lefs difturbance, 
I dare fay, than fome of the pannels haughty overbearing 
looks. I very much doubt, if. ail our Rev, dignitaries of this 
churc]^, who are prefently in poileflion of the chaplainlhips, 
deaneries, and other ecclefiaftic places in th? gift of the liing, 
are able, among them all, to prefent an account of fuch fub* 

♦ There is no rcafon to charge the author with errthufiafm for this obfervation. 
Gentlemen of the law are very leldom fubjeft to thisdifeafe. If the instance to 
which the observation is applied did not fufficiently illuftrate the truth of it, it 
might be demonftrated from the following faft which Mr Gib relates in hisHefuge, 
&c. p. 189 In the year 1767, there was reafon to fufped that the members of 
the Aflbciate Synod were likely to go by the ears, and that the controverfy be- 
twixt Mr Gib and the pannels would have terminated in the utter dilTolution of 
that Rev. body This melancholy event had in all probability taken place, if cer- 
tain of their friends in diftant corners of the country, " who (as Mr Gib expref- 
" fes it) had no particular knowledge of the ftate of matters/' had not lucMla^ 
prevented llie l^me by their prayers. 


ftantial ferviccs in behalf of the crown. And certainly the value 
of thefe is not a little enhanced, by the modfeft manner in^ 
which they arc repeated. For, as Mr Gib very juftly obferves, 
in his printed account of them, he has *' given pretty good e- 
*^ vidence of his being nowife difpofed for oflentation on this 
" fubjedt." But ftill it ought to be remembered, that there is 
a degree of jufticc which merit always owes to itfelf. 

But the pannels, when beaten from one poft, will no doubt, 
according to their manner, betake thcmfelves to another. It 
is not difaffe£tion to the government, they will now tell the 
world, that they mean, when they impeach Mr Gib with 
Jefiiitifin ; but downright hypocrify and diffimulation. In or- 
der to fet the malice of the pannels, in this matter, in a proper 
light, I fhall condefcend, upon all thofe inftances of Mr Gib's 
conduf):, which the pannels themfelves, with all their ill-natu- 
red quicknefs. Have been able to point out, as having the leaft 
appearance of difingenuity or diffimulation; and, to their 
confiifion, I, will give a plaii^ and fatbfadtory explanation of 
each of thefe. 

In the affair of erefting a Seceding congregation at Lcith, 
the pannels have thought fit to charge Mr Gib with the groff- 
cft diffimulation,3y affirming, that he promoted this defign 
in public, by fpeeches and otherwife ; and yet all the while op- 
posed the fame in private, by what they are pleafed to call the 
moft fcandalous underhand dealing, I could fhortly repel this 
calumnious charge againft Mr Gib, without fo much as enter- 
ing upon a particular examination of his conduft in this biifi- 
nefs ; by fheiving the grofs abfurdity and impoffibility of fuch an 
imputation. For, as Mr Gib juftly obferves, " it muft be 
** grofsly abfurd, to fuppofe the worft perfon in the world 
** capable of fuch oppofite difpofitions at the fame time, as the 
*' pannels afcribe to him *," by this charge. No doubt they will 

* They charge me mtYi griffs diffimultriion, glaring difingenuiift%v^^ Jefuiiidal dts- 
pUcity,—in the affair of the new congregation at Leith. For ittekirg out this 
charge, they acknowledge on the one hand,— that 1 infilled %armh, vtry warmly, 
in favours of L,eith affair ; that I continued to infift in the mofl Jlrenuous mantttr, 
adding ^«arj» vjctpini ioud : that I thus promoted the fcheme with ^///i;* /»/;/;/, 
and recommended it to the- Prefbytery with all ihsv/armth of eloquence* On the 
other hand, they reprefent all this as a&iog under a mask,— h^ymg the ^eccdcrs 
at Leith as the obje^ of my vengeattce ; and making iiicb appearances in their be- 
half, thai the, wreaJtiugof my vengearue upon them might he the more effedual aid cot$.' 
fpicwms. And what I infill upon here, is,— that it muH be grojsly abfurd, to fup- 
pofe the worft perfon in the world capable of fiich oppofite difpofitions at the fame 
time, as are here afcribed tome; pich of thefe difpofitions in full ftrength, aad 
force of the one no way impairing that of the other, T^ff-S^^'f'^^ 
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tell the world, that Mr Gib was influenced by three different 
principles of a£tion, in his conduct, as to Leith affair. But I 
deiire them to remember, that though he allows that theie 
principles were different , yet he does by no means grant that 
they were opppjite to one another, for all theie concurred to 
promote one and the fame end. But to fuppofe that Mr Gib 
was influenced by a principle of oppofition to that deflgn in 
private, and another principle of promoting it in public ; and 
that both thefe principles were at the fame time equally power- 
ful and cogent ; is not only an abfurdity in philofophy, but a 
reducing Mr Gib to fuch a ftate of inaAion and fufpenie (like 
the afs between the two bundles of hay) as leaves him no de- 
termining principle at all. Either this muft be true, or, as Mr' 
Gib obferves, he muft be the 'worft perfon in the world ; which, 
no doubt, is fufficient of itfelf to demonftrate, in a very fatis- 
faftory manner, the abiurdity of the imputation. 

But what do they mean, when they fpeak of Mr Gib's under- 
hand dealing, in the affair of Leith * ? It is his drawing papei-s, 
(fay they) eameflly praying the Aflbciate PreflDytcry of Edinburgh 
to prevent the erection of a Seceding congregation' at Lcith; 
while he himfelf was dunning and importuning the faid Prefby- 
tcry in public to grant them an immediate disjunftion, in order to 

their being erefted into a diftinft congregation f .-^ And will 

they call this diflimulation ? Is Mr Gib the firfl: who has pled for 
the fuccefs of the fame meafure in public, whiph he has written 
againft in private ? Have they never heard 6f many celebrated 
divines, who have written in private againft thofc very doc- 
trines and opinions, which they have both fiibfcribed, and fo- 
lemnly declared their belief of, in public ? I can condefcend 
upon a late inftance of this innocent praftice, which happeried 
within the bounds of the Synod of Glafgow and Air. The 
Rev. Mr Fergufon of Kilwinning, prompted by that freedom 

• There is a moft hideous roaring againft me throughout the libel, uponthe 

complex tenor of my oonduA about Leith affair 1 am charged with abomna" 

hie, Jbockingg /hanreful, hateftd condud ; dr^hU-deaXin^y flnfting ftd eSy* glaring difm- 
Zenuity, ctrndud Jbcme fully difingenuouf ; grofs, fijomeful difimulation ; a daffardly 
dftd unchriftian device; Jhtif^g, duplicity, undefhand dealing, truly JefiUHcal du* 
fUcity: and I am, upon the matter, fet apart for a poft of honour in the focicty of 
Jefuils ; as worthy of being driven into extlefroni /ilmd/l evrty nation, with that fo- 
cicty tffljofe name from Jefus, but -whofe arts from hell. Befoge, p. 45. 

f I arfi-reprefented as having difjmbied the matter, when they charged it upon 
me as my paper. But was there any diiiimul \fion in my behaving on the referve, 
with men who came in upon me fo indecently ? My acknowledging to them the 
handl had in it, was rather filly ; as they had no title to be anfwercd, though I ^^ 
knew 410 reafon to be afhamed of it. lb. p. 43. 


of inquliy, which is the infqparable attendant of a liberal 
mind, found himfelf obliged privately to write, in the Scots 
Magazine, againft certain antiquated doftrines of the Confef- 
fion of Faith, which he had publicly fubfcribcd. The drum- 
mer of Beith, it feems, (for drummers are always noify), im- 
mediately beat an alarm to the public, by libelling the poor 
gentleman at the bar of the Prefbytery of Irvine ; as if, for- 
footh, the main pillar of the church had been undermined, by 
fome little freedoms which Mr Fcrgufon had ufed, in the Ma- 
gazine, with the forefaid fuperannuated book, although, I am 
fure, it is long fince exauftorated by PRESCRIPTION. 
But when this caufe came before the Rev. the Synod of Glaf- 
gow and Air, did they either pronounce Mr Fergufpn a Jefuit, 
or his conduft in privately writing againft the doArines which 
he had publicly fubfcribed, to be cither diffimulation or difin- 
genuity ? No : that worthy body of men underftood the na-- 
ture oiF thefe imputations too well, to fix them raflily upon any 
man, far lels a clergyman, for a matter which, though trivial 
in itfelf, yet, in its confequences, might have touched the 
characters of many of the Rev. order, in both kingdoms, in 
a very fenfible manner. No doubt it was that juft regard which u 

every man owes to his own. char aSfer^ as well as his order, « 

which influenced MANY of the, members of that Rev. court, 
to confider Mr Fergufon's conduft in the charitable and inof- ^ 
fenfive light, in which it appeared to them. The Synod had 
no lefs than an imperial pattern for this their tendernefs and 
. charity to their good brother, in that noble prince, who de- 
clared, that if he were to fee a prieft in the very aft of adultery 
with his neighbour's wife, he would, rather than expofe the order, 
throw his cloak over the Rev .'lecher, and thus conceal his crime* 
It gave me great pleafurc, as* it did alfo, I am perfuaded, all 
the friends to liberty of fentiment, to hear that the Very Rev. 
the Synod of Glafgow and Air had difmifled the procefs againft 
Mr Fergufon. At the fame time I cannot help reflefting on 
that Rev. court, for not teftifying their indignation, in a more 
fpirited manner, againft the unprecedented infolence of the 
drummer of Beith. Shall every fellow in a livery-coat, with a 
drum dangling around his neck, be permitted to beat the rabble 

. to arms, againft any honeft clergyman, who generoufly aflerts 
the privilege and right of his order to freedom of fentiment ? 

— If fuch infolence is fuffered to pafe with impunity, what can we ^ 
oeft" but that every town and village, which happens to be 


Wefled with a clergyman of liberal fcntimcnts, and at the fame 
time keeps a fanatical drummer, fhaH immediately become a 
fcene of wild uproar and noify confufion. 

It has long been occafion of real concern to all the friends of 
liberty and learning, that the door of admiffion into public of- 
fice in this church is fo ftrait and narrow, that many gende- 
men of the fineft accomplifhments cannbt enter thereby, with- 
out bringing an imputation upon their fincerity and ingenuitjr. 
This is entirely owing to the unneceflary trammels of antiqua- 
ted creeds and confeffions, with which the conlciences of cler- 
gymen muft of neceffity be encumbered, before they can be en- 
titled to the legal profitis of their office. It is believed by 
many, that the low ft'ate of )po]lxc literature in North Britain, 
is one of the unhappy effedls of fubfcription of the national 
creed. Bigotry, and attachment to antiquated fydems, have 
been always the greateft hindrances to the advancement ..of 
learning. This confideration obliges me, with all deference, 
to diifent from the opinion of the Rev, Dr Robertfon, who, in 
his Hiftory of Mary Queen. o£.Sco^, afcribes the flow progreli 
of polite literature, and poliihed manners, in the northern parts 
of this ifland, to caufes very different. Our neighbours of Eng- 
land, as that gentleman very juftly dbferves, got the ftart of iis, 
and aimoft reached the very fummit of the mountain of polite li- 
terature, before we had well begun to climb up its fide. But I 
jniift beg leave to inform him, that this was by no means owing 
to the fanciful caufes to which he affigns tt ; but rather to that 
freedom of fentiment^ which was happily introduced among 
the Englifh clergy, in the matter of fubfcription to the thirty- 
nine ardcles of the church of England^ the Athanafian, and 
other fyftematical creeds. The reftoration of Charles the Ser 
cond was the grand sera, which ftands fo remarkably diftin- 
guiihed in the Englifh annals, for the introduction of freedom 
of fentiment into South Britain. Then it was, that fome of 
the brighteft luminaries of the Englifh church, burfling afun« 
der the ^nobde fetters of vows and fubfcriptions, led the way 
to freedom of inquiry, by renouncing Prefbytery, and the So- 
lemn League, and Covenant, all which (through the neceflky of 
the times) they had fubfcribed ; and afrerv/ards.fubfcribing the 
form of the Epifcopal hierarchy, and the oath of fupremacy. 
From that memorable period, the clergy of the church of 
England have gradually advanced in freedom of inquiry ; an 
Mijuij of AcRi feave attained fuch a degree gf perfcftion ia' 
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trtick, that they can to-day fiibfcribe the Nfccnc afidthc Atha-^ 
nafian creed, and next day write againft bath. Mr Fergufon's 
conduft may be, therefore,^ ftiUy juftified, by a variety of pre- 
cedents among his owb order in South, as well as in North 
B. . ' 

ritain. 

I have a proof of this juft now before me. The celebrated 
. Bifiiop of Glouceder fnbfcribed all the treeds, which are necef- 
fary to qualify for an Englifh biihoprick. When he ordains 
priefls to his diocefe, he folemnly con£srs the indelible eharac* 
ter upon tl^e candidate, in thefe words, Receive thou the Holf 
Choft\ and yet his Lordfhip has roundly told the world in 
print, that the afliflance and dire^ion of the Holy Spirit is 
entirely needlefi and nnnecefiary, in this enlightened and re- 
fined age of the world ♦. Such high' examples of freedom of 
fentiment, muft undoubtedly have due influence upon the in* 
ferior Englifh clergy. 

, We cannot go fo- far back in tracing the origin of freedom, 
in the matter of fubfcription to creeds, among our Scotch cler- 
gymen. This privilege feems to haivc bcenf little known in Scot- 
land, until the year 1716, when the celebk^ajced Profeflbr Simfoii 
of the univ^rfity of Glafgow, made a noble ftan^for freedom of 
inquiry. From that period, it mtift btfadknowledged, liberality 
of fendment h^is made a very fSipidpiMigve&amtdng the i&ered 
order in I^orth Britsdn : and leaning and'^e fine arts have flou- 
x^iihed fo much, that imt churcli. now afibrds hiftorians> peii^ 
ticians, connoiJBfeurs in agricultorc, tragedy writers, and atftors 
alfoj equal to any of Enj^ifh growth. This is entirely owing to 
the free and liberal mode of fubfcribing the Confiffion of Faiths 
which has fo happily taken place. For had not this lucky ex- 
pedient been invented, of fiiblcribing the Cbnfcffion of Faith, as 
a matter oiforihy and not as a^ inatter of confcitmc'ty this church 
could never havd boafted 6f many df thefe fliining Ornaments^ 
and the nation fiad likdy continued iti its former uncultivated 
rudenefs and barbarity. 

* A rule of faith being now eftab1i/^fld, the coilvi6Uoli which the we?ght of hu- 
man teftimony, and the concluflons of human rcafon, aiTbrd us of its truth, are 
"abundantly fulBrtent to fopport ns in oor religions "pcrfevrt-ancc ; and thcrcfofc it 
Binit certainly be a great mark of fanatidfm, to cxpeA fuch divine communtca- 
tions, as thouf^h no fuch nile of faith waa eftablifhed ; and alio highly prefumptu^ 
eusor fanatical, to imagine that rule to be fo obf(*ure, as PfnetH ti>? fartbefcffifi' 
ancf of the holy Spirit^ I0 tidpUiin his own meaning.^'^hb doQx^c of grxst-: ot. 
The office and operations of the Holy Spirit vindicated from the infults of infide- 
lity, and the abufes of fanaticifm ; bf Dr Wilfiairt Warbiirtoo, Lord Bi/hop ef 
61otiC€ller« Pagc^ - . 
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ticnow indeed, that fome whindical people look upon it as 
downright equivocatipn, to fubfciihe the creed of any fociety, 
as a term of admiffion into it, in the way of compliment to the 
forms of that focie£y, and not ilri£tly in a way of jconfcience. 
But this is owing to their affi:sing too contracted an idea to th< 
word eqmvocatmi.^ According to the Is^ft improvements in 
moral phjlofophy, .e<|uiv6cation^ in fome cafes, is not only 
lawful, but laudable ; as the reader will fee demonftrated in a 
treatife of moral phiJofophy written by the Iftte Mr Hutchefon 
of the college of Glafgow, and recommended by the Rev. Dr 
Leechman. Equivocatiou, according to that author's dodtrincj 
is very lawful, when it may be inftrumental in preventing dan* 
ger to fociety. Now, upon the fuppofition, that fo;tnc other 
fanatical drummer ihauld appear, and take it ii^to his head to 
libd a dergymaiii of liberal fentiment», before fome Preiby tery 
of narrower principles than that of Irvine ; would not the dan- 
jgcr of depoiidon to himfeif, and the injury which fociety muft 
thereby fuftain, warrant him to ward off the impending bl^w, 
according to the example of the great Profieflbr Simfon, by 
declaring his adherence to the Confeffion of Faith, as the con- 
feffion of his faith, even although he may have both preached 
and printed too agamft the contents thereof, and intends to dp 
fo overagain ? It is very certain, that the fociety of Jefus had 
never maintained fuch an uniform charafter-for orthodoxy in 
the Catholic chtu-ch, had it not .been for their favourite opi* 
nioo concerning the iawfulnefs of .equivocation. It is well 
known, that fome members of that body have been convifted 
of treafon, othes:^ of regicide, and otikers of rebellion : but I 
never heard of one of them who was coovi£bed of he«efy in di- 
vinity, (one excepted, who was wrong in the head) ; and for 
this good reafon, that whed this accufa&on has been in any in- 
fiance advanced againf^ them, they have always, with great 
dexterity, extricated themfdves hom this inconveniency, by' 
the laudable expedient of equivocation, and thus prevented 
danger to their fociety. This is the great. fecurity of the Scotch 
clergy who fubfcribe the Confeffion of Faith, in the above-men- 
tioned maininer, chat no evil-difpofed perfons'can have it in 
their power to convift them of herefy ; becaufe the fame pru- 
dent principles which influenped thetn to fubfcribe, will readily 
extricate them alfo, fhould they chance to be libelled for ei- 
ther preachfcg or writing in oppofition to their fubicriptions. 
Hence it is, that although f^vtY?A clergymen of liberal fentmcn'^ 
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haTC of late been dcpofed for drunkennefs, adultcty, and fuch 
like crimes ; yet the records of the church, for forty years back-' 
wards, do not afford aninftance of one of this charafter be- 
ing either (lifpended or depofed from the miniftry, for herefy 
in doctrine ; which is a plain evidence, that freedom of fenti- 
ment is the beft fhidt^ under which a clergyman can fecurc 
himfelf, againft the cenfiires of the church, for what the vul- 
gar call error in doftrine. 

I have often ranfacked every coriler of my invention, in Or-> 
der to contrive a method for gentlemen of liberal fentiments, 
to fubfcribe the Confeflion of Faith, though they do not be- 
lieve it ; and, at the fame time, fave the credit of their fince- 
rityand ihgenuity. At • length, after great labour, I perfuadc 
myfelf, I hav^ hit upon a plan, which, I hope, will.fufficiently 
recommend itfelf to all thofe gentlemen, for the cafe of whofe 
confciences it is intended. I propofe (and t beg leave to lay- 
this propofal before the governors of this church), that when 
a gentleman candidate is to receive ordination and . collation 
to his benefice, he folemnly declare his belief of the Confef- 
fion of Faith, and fubfcribe the fame, without any objection, 
fcruple, or ceremony. As foon afterwards as he fhall find it 
jieceflary, (the fooher the better, for .the fooher the ftomach 
difcharges an unwholefome meal, it is fomuch the better for 
the conftitution), let him appear before the Prefbytery of which 
he happens to be a member. Having compofed his counter 
nance into an air of penitence and contrition, l£t Jiim voJun-» 
tarily confefs his fin, in -fubfcribing tht Gotifdjioii of Faith, 
atid entreat the Prefbytery to dilburthen his confcience, by acr 
cepting his renunciation of that rafh and inconfiderate deed; 
He may perhaps objeft, that if he withdraw his fubfcription to 
the Confeflion of Faith, he will not have it in his power to, 
procure a charge of horning againft the heritors of his pariih, 
in cafe they prove dilatory in paying him, his ftipend. But I 
hope the gentleman's own prudence will direft him to obviate 
this inconvenience, by procuring an exitraft of both his ordii 
nation and fubfcription, at leaft a whole month before he re- 
nounces the l^tft of thefe. . Having got this in his pofleflion^ 
he. may fafely preach the ifvhole year round, and write alio, on 
occafions, (provided he do it prudently), againft the Confefr 
•fion of Faith, and yet all the while receive his ftipend pund^ur 
ally. There are fome fanatics, I know, in the church, whp 

^ ve not the courage to renouiice their Ivibfcriptions, merel Jf 
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for whfit they call a point of honefty. But will thefe gentle- 
men take upon them to charge fo many famous Englifh divines, 
with diflionefty, who fubfcribed the forn> of Prefbyteriaa 
^hurch-govetnment) and the Solemn League and Covenant, and 
afterwards renbunccd all thefe ? Surely men may change their 
minds in matters of divinity, as well as in other cafes, without 
incurring fnch an uncharitable imputation. Therefore to en- 
courage our young clergy to fubfcribe the Cpnfeffion of Faith, 
and to enable them to vindicate thetr conduct when afterwards 
they renounce their fubfcriptions, I have added, at the foot of 
the page, a catalogue of celebrated names, by way of precedent 
to authorife this praftice *. 

But left thefe examples fhould not be reckoned fuiEcient 
authority for the practice I am recommending, I fhall add the 
following hiftory of a clergyman of this church, as an addi- 
tional fanftion to it. The Rev. Mr , minifter at , 

when a candidate for facred orders, caft his eye upon the church 

of , which was likely to be foon vacant, by the death of 

an aged incumbent. Having applied to the patron of that pa- 
rifli for a prefentation, that gentleman infiftedfor an obligation, 
unde^ jhe young gentleman's hand, for the jTum of fifty poun^li; 
Sterling, as the condition of his granting him the prefenta- 

tion ; which money was to be paid in the fpace of months. 

after his fettlement. The unexperiented youth rafhly con^^lied 
with the patron's covetous propofal, without confidering, that, 
in fioing (b, he was thereby condemning himfelf tolive on bread 
and water for a jjw^ole twelvemonth, by robbing himfelf of al- 
mofl: a whole year% falary. The confideration of this, toge* 
ther with a .deniand made by the patriMi for the 50 1. at the 
term of payment agreed upon, bore fo hard upon the young 
clergyman, that, at next meeting of the Prefbytery of wi^chhe 
was a member, he was obliged to difburthen his confcience, bjr 
voluntarily confefFing, that he had been guilty of the hainous 

* Dr John Dolbtn renounced Prefby- Dr ^-opkins, for that of Londondcny* 
tery and the Covenant, for the arch- • Dr Fowler, for that of Glouccftjer. 
bilhoprickofYoik. Dr Stratford, for that of Cheftcr. 

Dr Lamplough, for the fame fee. Dr Huntington, for that of Gilmorc. 

Dr Ward, for the bifhoprick of Sallf- Dr Spratt, for that of Rochefter. 
bury. D^Stmin^fleet. forthat of Worceftcr. 

Dr Benjamin Parry, for that of Oflbry. Dr Gauden, for that of Exeter. . 

Dr Ironfide, for that of Briftol. Dr Crow, for that of Durham. . 

Dr Cartwright, for that of Chefter. Dr Kidder, for that of Bath and Wells. 

JDr Hall, for that of Oxford. Dr Turner, for that of Ely, &c, ^c 

Dr Williams, for that of Chichcfter. 

• ' . L^i^n's fefond letter to Ru^diman, p. 4%. 
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crime of Simony; and praying'that the Prdbytcry would tJikc 
all proper fteps for purging him of this fcandal. The cafe of 
tliis Rev. penitent having been heard at the bar of the General 
Aflembly in the year 175-, that Venerable court pronounced 
hisconduft to be downright Simony : bUt at the fame time, on 
account of the forrow which' he exprefled for his behaviour in 
this ualucky hufinefs, they abfolved him from the fcandal, by 
declaring the obligation granted by him to his patron to be nuU 
and void. This, together tvith a feafonable admonition, mighn 
tily relieved the clergyman's confciencc, and enabled him to 
biUc his griping patron in the fum of 50 1. Sterling. Let every 
young clergyman, in the article of fubfcription, imitate this ex-, 
ample. Let him fubfcribe the Confeffion of Faith, as a punc- 
tilio requifite in order to collation to his benefice ; and when he 
£nds it convenient afterwards, let him, for the eafe of his con-. 
fcience, puke a voluntary confefBon of his guilt in this parti t 
Cular, to his immediate fuperiors, and then humbly receive th^ 
privilege of abfolution- 

- 1 am fenfible, that there ftiU remains a very gravelling cirn 
cumflance^ in the affair of fubfcription, which may bear hard 
upon the confciences of many clergymen of a liberal turn of 
xnind : and that is, their being obliged to declare in public, vi- 
%fa vQce^ that they firmly believe the whole doftrines contained 

. m the ConfciSon of Faith. Although I think that this, with 
fome otlier pun^ilios, (fuch as obliging the Rey. candidate to 
decLu'e, that he has ufed no influence whatfoever to procui'C 
the prefentation, in virtue of irhich he is to be fettled, though 
perhaps it cqft him fifty pounds), might, with the greatefi: pro« 
priety, be ofnitted ; yet, as the law rigoroufly ordains clergy- 
men to make fuch a public declaration, I flxall propofe the ex- 
ample of an eminent divinrf, as a precedent for obviating thq 

. inconveniency attending this'. 

If antiquity can give a fan£tion to any meafure, the follow- 
ing, I hope, will, abundantly recommend itfelf to every Rev, 
clergyman of liberal fentiments. It is no lefs.than 1400 years 
jfince it was firft put in pradlice, by that celebrated divine, the 
Rev. Dr-ARIUS. 

That great champion for freedom of inquiry, had the mif- 

fortune to be cited before a general council ; which, being com- 

pofed of a parcel of mere fanatics, rafhly condemned the valu* 

able improvements which that gentleman had, by his great criti- 

"'ill, made in the fyflem of divinity. The Emperor Conftau- 
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rifte, who is well known to have been a dupe to the priefthood^ 
immediately took an occafion to difplay his zeal, by ordering the 
good Dr Arius into exile. Great intereft having been ufed to 
•prevail upon the Emperor to recall him from banifhment^ he 
was at length perfuaded to cpnfent to his return, but upon thi« 
cxprefs condition, ' that he Ihould publicly declare bis belief of ' 
^ -aU the articles of the Nicene creed, and that too in prefenco of 
his Imperial Majeily. Rather than continue to fuffer all the 
fcverities of an unmerited exilc^ the Doftor, having fcrioufly 
^eig^ed the matter, wifely refolved to return to hi^ native 
country, and declare his belief of any cteed, even of the Nicene , 
.one, though nothing could be more oppofite to his private 
fentiments. But as Gonflantine had impofed this ceremony on 

^ hkn. by way of penance, he very ingenioufly contrived the fol- 

lowing ftratagem, in order to outwit him* For this purpofe 
he extended a copy of. hisx)wn creed upon parchment, in whicli 
he carefully inferted all his own peculiar fentiments, adding at 
the fame time a flat renunciation of all the articles of the Ni- 
cene creed, which in any inftance were oppofite to thefe. Ha^ 
ving procured a large gown, he put his creed into his bofom, 
and wrapt his gown fo tight about his body^ that it could not 

^ ' Jbe obferved. Thus prepared, he made his appear^nc^ before 
the £mper(M:, who immediately ordered the Nicene creed to be 
adminiftered to him, article by article. At the condul^on of 
every article, the gentleman who read it, aiked Dr Arius, 
^ Do you. Sir, believe this, and are you reiblved t0 abide in 
" the faith of this to your life's end ?'^ In order to convincie 
Conftantine of his iincerity, the Do£tor hud his hand upon hk 
bofom, in which his own creed was wrapt up, and, in this pb- 
fture, replied to each interrogatory, " Yes, Sir, I do believe 
" THIS, and I am determined to abide in the &ithof THIS 
** to my life's end." Thus the good Doflor was- rcftored fo 
his liberty, .without injuring either his^ creed or his €On(ciehc«. 
In virtue of fuch an illu{):rious precedent, I beg leave to prdr , 

pqfe to Dr R n, Dr C e, the Lord Coirfer^ator of 

the church's privileges, and all our chief priefts who preflde ia 
the great national fanhedrim, that they expert all their inftu?- 
ence, in order: to obtain the fan6tion of the General Ailembly 
to the following plan ; whiiih will, I am perftiaded, be a great 
relief to many tender confciences, which groan under the bur- 
den of fubfcriptions to the Confeflion of Faith. 

I humbly prapofe therefore, that the Rev, candidate, 


^i| to be Ordained and collated to his benefice; fliall be pcrmft- 
:tpd, the day before the ceremony is to be performed, to ex- 
itend, in private, the confcflion of his own faith, without i>c- 
ing^ obliged to fliew the fame to any perfon whatfocver. In this 
.taik, let' the gentleman be efpeciolly careful to do juftice to his 
own creed, by exprefsly fpecifying the various ^articles in divini- 
ty^' of vjl^ie truth of which .hf is prefendy perfuaded, becaufejb-. 
jthei^wif^^he may be . in., danger of infincprity and difingeriuity; • 
^No jn^l^tei; upon Avlvit plan his creed is formed, .whether that 
«<)f l3r 4-Hi^s, D.J"'Sqcinus, or Dr Arminius.; provided h< 
firmly jaelieves all the articles of it ; for any one of all thefe^iH 
perfectly correfpond with the meafure which I am propofing. 
On the morning of the day on which he is to be ordained, when 
he dreffes, let him put a copy of his own confeffion of faith 
in his breaft, next. to bis fhirt, carefully buttoning his cloaths, 
that it may not be obferved. Or, if it (hould be the gentleman's 
good fortune to be tranflated to this city, or any other, where 
.the clergy wear gowns ; let him, in fuch cafe, carefully wi*a]^ 
Jiis black gown around him, that the eyes of the vulgar, whe 
yLYc ever jealous and prying, may not difcern the innocent arti^- 
iice. When the pill at length is to be fwallowed, in prefencc 
;Of the congregation,* and ^he officiating clergyman .reads the ar- 
ticles of the formula,, concerning the Confeffion of Faith, thfc 
Catechifms, &c. and tljen folemnly afks the candidate, ** Sir, 
^*' do you' believe this', and are you refolved to abide in* the 
*^ faith of this to yourhfe's end?" then, to convir\ce. the corf- 
gregation of his fincerfty,' let* him ckp his hand to' his hrdaflf, 
and, after m^Jding' a handfome bow, let him reply: " Yes, 
.** Sir, I do believe THIS, and I am refolved to abide in the 
^^* faith of THIS to my life's end.** Let the Rev. candidate 
lay his hand on his breaft, at every anfwer he returns r for ^ 
is a very graceful, as well as foltmn attitude, for a gentlemaa 
to ftand' forth before a multitude, with his right , arm proper- 
ly ejeyated, in the oratorial tafte, and his hand, gently laid 
upon his heart; Beiidcs, this pofture will undonbteAly con- 
vince the cbngregation, of which he- is then receiving the 
charge, that hfe is layine their fpiritual concerns, as wcU as thfc , 
ilo6trihes pt tlfe Confemon of Faith, very ferioufly to heart. 

I fhall oiily add to this plan, a neceffary hint to the candi- 
date, as to th^ form of extending his private confeffion of 
faith. As no iian is mafter of his own views of things, but 
"^ ift of necefflty change his fentimcnts, with refpeft to both 
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dodriiiesftnd opinions^ according to the mcafiire of evidence 
with which thefe ftrike his mind ; I am for no clergyman's ri- 
gidly binding up his confciencie to any fyftfem of divinity what- 
Ibever, however liberal it may be, without referving to him- 
felf full liberty of retreating from any of thefe fp«culative poftsr 
of honour, when he ihall find the fame untenable, or when 
circumftapces render it inconvenient for him any longer to 
niaincain thefe. For this purpofe, I propofe th? two following 
expedients to the R-ev. candidate. Fir ft. However much,' at the 
time of compofing it, he is perfuaded of the truth of the vari- 
ous articles of his bofom-creed, let him fubjoin the following- 
N, B. to every one of thefe, viz. •* 1 believe this, and am le- 
** folved to abide in the faith of this to my life's end, provided 
** I find it convenient fo to do." My reafons for offering this- 
advice are, that I copfider all creeds whatfoever,. though they 
are even bf a clergyman's own compofition, as a fort of em- 
bargo laid upon freedom of inquiry, and a chaining down his 
genius, as^it were, to a poft by way of penance. Befides, the 
gemlemah ought not to preclude himielf from the benefit . of 
thofe numerous improvements which are daily made in the iy- ^ 
ftem of divinity, by tying 4own his iconfcience to any particular 
creed whatfoever. Nor ought he to deprive himfelf of the pri 
vilege of believing certain doctrines, even in the Confefiion of 
Faith, ip fome after period of his life, however much rcafon 
he has to defpife thefe in the mean time. Some veiy gi-eat men: 
have difbe^eved thefe in their youth, and yet, for certain rea- 
fons, have found it neceilary to adopt them ^ in their old age.- 
As there is no accounting foi' what' the greateft gcniufes may do 
in a ftate of dotage ; I propofe therefore, that the candidate 
fhall referve to himfelf full liberty of believing even certain pe- 
culiarities in tlie Confefiion of Faith, provided he lives to the 
age of feventy or eighty years, and finds occafion to admit the 
truth of thefe. ' 

The fecond advice which I prefiime to give the Rev. candi- 
date as to the form of his private confeffion, is, that he not 
only condefcend upon what he prefemly believes, but thut he 
alfo leave a blank in the draught, to be filled tp afterwards,- 
with fuch points of dddlrine as he may fitrf it expedient to be- 
lieve in any time to come. The example of the fii-ft Indepen- 
dent church which ever fubfifted, will be his attthority for thi.?, 
When that famous ecclefiaftical phenomenon firft emerged in- 
to public view, at Leyd^n, in the year 1620, dbtc naember«v 
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ih^t focicty.(who afterwards tranfported thcmfelvct to Ameri- 
ca) obliged thcmfelves, by their church -co venant^ not only to' 
believe the articles of which their creed then conlfift^d, but 
thofe alfo which in procefs of time might be added to it, , Thi* 
was an excellent expedient for encouraging the progrefs of new 
improvements in the fyftem of divinity ;, and I make no doubt, 
but that it is owing to this, that, the Independent churches in 
Britain have attained to fuch a degree of purity and perfcftion 
in doftrirfe, that they have reached the ne plus ultra in divinity, 
through the labours of thefe eminent reformers, Mr Glas and 
Mr Sandeman. For it is very certain, that thefe gentlemen 
have added above a fcore of articles to the Independent creed, 
tvhich the igrioi^nce of their predecefTors prevented them from 
knowing, much more from believing. And if thefe two gen-* 
tlemen proceed with the fame expeditious progress for a doze» 
\pi years to come, that they have done for as many paft, in re- ' 
fining the Independent fyftem of theology, it is believed their 
.fnccefibrs will ha,Te nothing to do, but quietly fit dowii and 

"T 'ba£k themfdves under the rays of that meridian fpiendor of 
Ught, which already blazes fo bright in all the Independent 
churches. But ^as the fyftem of divinity prefently authorifed 
in the church of Scotland is ftill capable of many refinements^ 
1 humbly recoitimend it to all young clergymen to leave ar blank 
m their private creeds, for inferting thefe, as the progrefs of 
polite literature, and the advancement of arts and fciences^' 
may, from time to time, dirow new light upon thele anti(|ua» 
ted doArines. , 

I heartily wiflb, that the Genci;al Aflimbly, inftcad of cavil- 
ling about overtures, for eafing the confciences of fchifmaticf, 
who arc without the chtirdi, would be gracioufly pWafed td 
give their fanftion to the above plan of fubfcription, in order 
to relieve the confciences of many worthy perfons within it. 
, Numerous advaiitages wotdd undoubtedly refult from the efta- 
blifhment of fuch a meafure. Many of our clergy, upon 
whbfe ftomachs the Confeffion of Faitlx has lain indigeftcd for 
many years; would thereby be. enabled to difgorge .the tinplea- 
fant morfel, to the very g^eat benefit of their conftitutions« 

, Add to this, the benefit which would thereby accrue to the ftatc 

of polite learning ; by the admiffion of many young gentlemen, 

of pregnant parts and liberal fentiments, into the church; who 

are at prefent in danger of being cruelly rcftrained from free- 

. dom of inquiry, by having their geniules fliacklcd, at their 
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entrance into the miniftryj with tjie rufty fetters of creeck and 
confeffions.* This defervcs the more attention, if it is coniidered, , 
that the provifion made by law for our clergy, is, in this age of 
Juiiury, far from being competent. What then remains ? muft 
they fiarve ? . It is not every clergyman's good fortupe to 
catch a deanery, a cha^lainfhip, or an ahiiOQerfhip. Is there 
po way remaining then, by which they may better their circum- 
fiances ?. Yes; let the above-mentioned plan of fubfcribing the 
Confeffion of Faith be once eftablifhed. When, by this means^ 
genius is left unhampered, let every young clergyman A art for " 
the prize of literary fame ; the field is open, and the certain 
path to GLORY is already pointed out to them, in a ferrnxwi^ 
preached, at the openii?g of the Synod of Lothian and Tweed^ 
dale, by the Rev* Dr Carlyle, minifter at Inverelk, and almon- 
er to his Majefty. *« What glory," fays the DoAor, " may not be 
** won, in that field of diftin<Sion fo lately opened to the learn;,. 
^^ edof this country^ I mean, cpmpofiuon and the art of 
f * writing ; where the whole range of fcience is before them, 
*^ where there are laurel3 enough to fatisfy the moft 'ardent 
** ambition of literary - fame ? It is here, . ye rifing hopes of 
** our JERUSALEM I my younger friends, who arc ftiil can^ 
-^^ didates for the nriniftry, who have forfaken all to follow tlik - 
^ uhgaiiiful profcffion, it is here that you muft look for your 
^^ rewards in this world. Here you will find obje<Sts fuited to 
^* your taftes ; here you will perceive a ihining path to reputa- 
*^ tion, that will anfwer the defite of your hearts : for admir 
** ration is the pafilon of young and generous minds ; and the 
** love of difidndtion is predominant with jhe youth of geniu?' 
*' far above the love of wealth */' 

I fincercly wiih, that not only the rifing hopes of our J E- 
•R U S A L E M, the Dolor's y€>]anger friends, but- the piilars 
of it al(b, who are his elder ones, were fo efiedtually freed 
from the fliackles of creeds and confefiions, as that they might 
fiifely launch out in purfuit of the wreath of fa^ne, in any one 
of the branches of free inquiry, to which their genius may 
direcl them. I beg leave therefore to entreat the Doftor will 
iecond th^ above-mentioned plan of fubfcription, with all hi$ 
influence in the Qeneral Afiembly, in order to have that illiber 
ral reftnunt which prefendy liesupon genius, . entirely removed. 
And then, I doubt not^ but he may have the pleafure which he 

* The tendency of thec9nftitutSon of the diurch 4if ScDtlaod toibnnliie 
per, fpirit, aod character of her minifters, page 37. 
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fo ardently wifh^s for, even that of feeing both fomc of the young- 
er, and fome alfo of the older fupports of our JERUSALEM, 
boldly purfuing the fhining path to reputation, throijgh every 
part of the drcle of fcience. I urge this the rather, that this 
happy nation is now fo much enlightened, as to ftand in no 
need of the labours of our clergy in the way of catechifing and 
examination : therefore the clergy have litde elfe to mind, but 
the glorious conteft for the noble prize of literary applaufe, 
^ which the Doftor fo '}}xMj celebrates. 

X I hope our youth of genius in the ^ church will tread the 
path to applaufe, which the Doftor points out to th^m, with 
honour both to their character, and their country. , What no- 
bler incentives can be propofed for ftimulating them'on in this 
glorious courfe, than the paffion of admiration, and the plea- 
- fure of diftinftion ? Is there any pleafure fo fublime, fo fwect, 
w and refrefhing to all the fenfes of a generous mind, as that of 
the fragrant incenfe of the applaufe of men, when offered by a 
gazing and admiring world ! Inoppofition to all that antiquslted 
' ifyCtems of divinity may aflfert upon this head, I will afhrm, that 
the noble reward, which the Doftor holds out, as a motive 
for engaging our young clergy to keep the praifes of men iti 
their eye, as the high prize of their miniilerial calling, difco- 
vers very great infight into the knowledge of human nature> 
and a thorough acquaintance with thofe fprings of a£lion, 
which animate generous and liberal minds. For> -as he juftly 
obferves> the love of diftin^ion is predominant wkh youth of 
genius ; and I miift beg leave to confirm the obfervation, by 
adding, that this fame paffion has been the diitinguifliing prin- 
ciple by which the greateft heroes of antiquity were influenced. 
Witnefs the gi-eat Themiftocles. That illuftrious warrior decla- 
red, that he reckoned it a fufficient reward of all his military 
toils, to fee the, people pointing him out, when he entered the 
public theatre, and hear them whifpering all around, ** There 
^' goes THEMISTOCLES!^' And the celebrated Tully 
declares, that it was not the fpu*it of patriotifm wliich determi- 
ned him to ftand forth, in oppofition to the confpii^ators againft 
the liberties of his country, but a defire of erecting a 'monu- 
ment of glory to his own name. Let our clergy imitate theft 
illuftrious examples ; for fiirely it is but reafonable, that as they 
have forfaken all, to follow what the Dbftor juftly calls. an 
^gainful profeffion, they have their due rewards in this 
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world, even the fublime picafurcsi and folid profits, which ti- 
fiially accompany literary applaufe. ' 

It has been frequently observed by onr neighbours of Eng- 
land, that the church of Scotland long laboured under a great 
penury of poetic genius. But this reproach has been effectual- 
ly wiped off, by one of the boldcft efforts of ti-agic genius in the 
celebrated tragedy of Douglas ; where not only the rules of 
dramatic unity, but of the pureft Chriftiaii morality^ are car- 
ried to the higheft pitch of perfeftion. I humbly propofe this 
therefore to the riling hopes of our JERUSALEM, as a 
model of divinity and morality, as well as tragedy ; and the 
rather, that a fuccefsfulimitation of it may procure them fuch 
rewards in this world, as will enable them, after the example of 
the learned author, to quit their ungainful profeffion, and re- 
treat from the fatigues and flavery of tKe pulpiu Or fliould 
the fire of their genius prompt them to ti-ead the. arduous 
paths of epic poetry, I recommend to them that orthodox and 
laboured poem, the .Rev. Dr Wilkie's Epigoniad, >vhich does 
fo'much honour ^to the charafter of a Chriftian minifter. 
As this city is now privileged with a licenfcd theatre, it were to 
be Wifhed, for the credit of the nation, that our own country 
could afibrd materials for fupporting the reputation of the in- 
fide, as well as adorning the outfide, of that rifing ftniclure. 
Mr Rofs needs be at no lofs to know where to apply for enter- 
tainment to his audience. Dr Carlyle, in the above-quoted 
fermon, has put him on the right fcent, by obferving, that our 
clergy are now become the chief repojitories of tmiverfal, harri' 
ing: confequently the church is the great ftorehoufe, from 
whence the theatre mpft derive its fupplies. I mention this the 
rather, that I am informed fome of our clergy have a very con- 
fiderable aflbrtment both of tragedy and comedy lying at pre- 
fent upon ^eir hands. I hope therefore Mir Rofs, as a friend 
to trade, will encourage the produft of the country. We fee 
what fpirited refolutions the Americans have formed in point 
of domeftic ceconOmy. Why ought not a player alfo, in his 
department, to fet the fame example, in behalf of a country, 
which generonfly taxes itfelf for his fupport? The obligations 
which he owes totheHev. arcbiteA who planned his theatre, 
ought undoubtedly to influence him to give all due entourage - 
ment to every tragedy or comedy writer of the facred order.* 

Perhaps it may be objefted, that if the method of fubfcri.^ 
^ing the ConfcflGLon of Fajith propofed, were to take pla 


authority of the General Aflembly, feme cvU-difpolcd pcrfims a- 
mong the Seceders, who are no friends to our clergy, might from 
thence take an occaiioa of reproaching them with a charge of 
difingenuity and dif&mulation. But, I hope, this will be no 
difcouragement to thefe gentlemen : for I fliall put them in a 
way of effeftually filencing the clamours of Seceders againft 
them on this head ; and that is, by telling them, that when 
they fubfcribed the Confeffion of Faith in the method propo- 
f(5d, and then acknowledged their fin in doing fo, and received 
abfolution^ they only imitated the praQice of the Rev, Mr 
Adam Gib, who firft impofed, as he himfelf acknowledges, 
upon the Affociate Prefbyteiy of Edinburgh, and then diftmr- 
thened his confcience, by a voluntary confef&on of the impofi- 
tion, and was duly purged from his guilt in doing (p. And 
furely there is not a Seceder in all the Afibciation, who will ad- 
venture to find fauh with this practice, if there is a precedent 
jn any inftance of Mr Gib's conduct to warrant the feme^ . 

It is certain, that the flips or peccadillos of a clergynian ought 
•not to be branded, with the fame coarfe names, with which the 
ft,me crimes, when committed by laymen, juftly deferve to be 
denominated. It is allowed, that the profefiioQ and character 
of tjie perfon who commits a blunder, may, in fotoe inftaiices, 
be an aggravation of the faulf ; confequently, in fome others, 
thefe may be an extenuation of it alfo. This fepms to be an e- 
ftablifhed maxim of judgment among clergymen of various tie- 
nominations ; which t Ihall inftruftby two different inftances. 
'■ The Rev. Mr William Niibet, a married gentleman, mini- 
'fter at Firth in the Orkneys, had the misfortune to be called 
before the Prefbytery of Cairfton, for an affair of gallantry. 
But in what light did that Rev. court view liis amours ? Did 
they brand them with the coarfe qfienfive iian^s of eithV 
whoredom Or adultery? No ; infl:ead of doing fo, the maja- 
jity of the faid court, out of mere fympathy with theyr unhap- 
py brother, protected him as far as the length of the ecclefia- 
ftic arm could reach, and refufed to declare in a judicial capa- 
city, that Mr Nifbet's cohabiting with an unmarried woman 
€leferved either the 9ne harfh defignation or the other. It was 
refer ved for a court of another nature *, to fall into the un- 

• Tbc iufticlary-cowt at Invcrneft. The Commiffion of the General Affembly 

which met Tune 3. 1766, having taken into their feiious confidcradon, that the 

^cv. Mr Viimet was under a fentence of banTftimcDt to the plaBtation*, for the 

•"«•? of notour adulter^; and confidering ahb, that it would be very indecent to 

'Uitleman in a black coat and band dragging a plough in America, they or« 
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charitable blunder, of pronouncing tlic faid Rev. Mr Nifbct 
guilty of obfHnate adidtery, and baniihing him to the planta- 
tions £oT the fame* 

This doftrine is fiipported by the praftice of clergytnen of 
another denomination, as well as that b£ the Prefbytery o( 
Cairfton. The Rev. Mr John Goodlet, minifter of the Af- 
ibciate Congregation at Saiiquhar, was unfortunately abfent 
fron^ the meeting of the Aflbciate Synod in April 1766, when 
the affair^ betwixt Mr Gib and the pannels was in dependence 
before that court* Being fired with a juft indignation againii 
the panneb for charging his Rev. brother Mr Gib with Jefuir 
tifm anddiffimulation, merely for writing in private againft what 
he contended for in public, that gentleman wrote a^ elaborate 
defence of his doing jG>, and tranfnjitted the fame to Mr Gib j 
who has favoured the pflblic with a quotation from that per- 
formance, a part of which I (hall tranfcribe *. ** If,"^ fays that 
gentleman, ** they [the pannels] had been under a neceffity to 
** eotnplaih of his [that i's, Mr Gib's condudl] to the Prc(by- 
*' tery or Synod, for his conviftion and correction ; the fame 
** divine law laid them under fpecial obligations, to fpesk of H I S 
" FAULTS with a becoming REVERENCE, MEEK- 
** NESS, and FEAR,a»childrenw9tilddoof theirparents.** 

This paragraph (which contains a material defence of the 

, conduct of the Prcftiytery of Cairfton with Mr NMbet) ex- 

preiTes, in a very concifb manner, the delicacy with which the 

dained the Prefbytery of. Invcmeft to meet in the prifon of the faid town, and 
there ftrip Mr Niibet of the badges of the iacred order, by depofing him fix)m the 
•ffice of the hunlfiry, after giving him a libel, and leading lOttmSes in prmf of the . 
famB, The reafonwhy the CommifTion did not rummarily depofe Mr Nlibet, upos 
the footing of the fentence of the julliciary-court pronounced againft him, is, 
that the fentence of a civil cottrt does not bear fath before an ecclefiafttc one, nor 
with.ecclefiaftics. In thcexercife of their facred office. In the year 1696, Sir 
John Frdnd and^ Sir "William Petkins were hanged, for an attempt to al^llinate 
King William, and died vindicating their bloody intentions ; yet Mr Jeremy Col- 
lier, anonjuring clergyman, paid fo little reg^d to the fentence of the court of 
ISng's<bench^ that he publicly gave thefe gentlemen abfolution at the gallows. 
And it is well known, that the unhappy Lieutenant Ogilvie, who was hanged In 
the Grafs-market a few years ago, received both the facrament ancl abfolution a|- 
fo from the bands of Mr Butter, an Epifcopal clergyman in this city, though he 
was found guilty, before the high court of judiciary, of the crimes of murder and 
inceft. Upon the fame principles, the Coramiflion coiild fuftain neither the ver- 
dict of the jury, nor the fentence of the circuit -court, as an evidence o^ Mr Nif- 
bet's guilt, nora groundordepolicion againd him. For which rcafon, they ap- 
pointtti the Lord Confervator and Principal Robertfon to apply to the coinmiffiOU- 
ers of the cuftoms, for an order ,to one of the King's cutters to bring over a whde 
ihip-full of witnefles, from Orkney to Invemefs. to be examined by tiie Prefbytery 
againft Mr "Nifbet ; and from their tcftimpny, the Prefbytery of Ijivcincfs 
woreinjoincd to pafs fentence upon him, as iheyjhouid fie canfe, , _-*-. 

* Kefuge, &«. p. 89. - 
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flips of clergymen ought to be^ treated ; it ought to be witk 
becoming reverence. And indeed both the Synod of Glafgow 
and Air, and the Aflbciate Synod, feem to have mMe thi» 
maxim the great ftandard of their procedure ; the one with 
the Rev. Mr Fergufoa, and the other with the Rev. Mr (Jib. 

' For couid any of thefe Rev. courts have either fpoken or aft- 
cd with more reverence, meeknefs, and fear of thefe gentle- 
mens /uppofed faults, than they aftually did ? Uppn the fup- 
pofition therefore that Mr Gib had been guilty .of a little dupli- 
city in his conduct, as the pannels call it ; yet furely the exam- 
ple o£ thefe two Rev. courts ought to have reftrained them from 
branding this inilance of his behaviour with the fcandalous and 
barefaced names of Jefuitifm and dijjlmulation. Where was 
there any evidence, of either their fear or reverence of Mr 
Gib*s fj^ults, in faflening fuch barfh and oprobrious epithets up- 
on them? But no wonder that they have caft oflFall fear and 
reverence of that gentleman's yiii/// J, feeing, as is laid in the in- 
diftment, they have wickedly ihakenoffall fear and reverence 
of his perfon. , 

The pannels will be apt to fneer perhaps, even at good Mr 
Goodlet, and alk him, how any faults, either his own or Mr 
Gib's, cab be the obje£b of any man's fear and reverence ?• 
But their abfurdity in putting this queftion, is owing to their 
not duly attending to the dignity of his perfon and' charafter, 
whofe faults Mr Goodlet fpeaks of. Wete it the faults of an 
ordinary perfon, there might, I confefs, be fome propriety in 
the inquiry. But I defire them to remember, that gentleman 

y.^ fpeaks of aCLERQYMAN's faults, even the faults of one 
whom they themfelves allow to be Primate of all the Aflbcia- 
tion. Now, if Mr Gib's high charafter renders Us perfon the 
objeft of feai* and reverence, ' fo muft it render hi^ fauhs alfo ; 
and no doubt it is upon this principle that Mr Goodlet juftly 
blames the pannels for not reverencing thefe. 

Mr Goodlet has, with great accuracy and precifion, fettled 
the nature and degree of that fear and reverence which the 
pannels ought to have paid to Mr Gib's faults. It is, he fays, 
a becoming reverence ; and as to the extent of this duty, it 
ou^rht to have been as great as that with which they fpeak df ' 
their PARENTS; which I fuppofe he founds on Mr Gib's 
being a Reverend Father to all the Aflbciaiion. There is a dif- 
ficulty, I own, in determining whether Mr Goodlet intends, 
tu r this expreflion, to cenfui*e the pannels, foi? not fpeaking of 
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Mf Gib's faults, with that reverence with which theyfpeak of 
their parents perfons, or that wherewith they, fpeak of their 
faults. Although the grammatical fenfe of the cxprefllon 
confines it to the firft of thefe, yet it may, with all, propriety, 
be underftood in both fenfes, as either of thefe exhibits the 
guilt of the pannels in a very ftriking light* For it plainly im- 
ports, that had they obferved any little myfterioufnefs or am-. 
higuity of behaviour in the conduft of their parents whq begat 
them, they would ha^e inftantly pronounced them Jefuits and 
diiTemblers. ' I fhall not take much notice -of Mr Goodlet's 
obferving, that they wer€ obliged, by a divine law, to ifpeak of 
Mr Gib's faults with*fear or Reverence ; as I confefs I know of 
no law, either divine or human, except the Pope's canon law*, 
which obliges them to do fo. I admit indeed, that fomc calu- 
ifts in divinity affirm, that mens perfons ought to be refpcfted, 
and good tl^oughts entertained of their (late, when neither 
fear nor reverence fhould be fliewn to their faults ; yea even 
when both their perfoiis and their faults too have been publicly 
givefi, by the Aflbciate Synod, by way of compliment to ^he 
devil* : bmtas I am no cafuift in theology, 1 fliall not tranfgrefs 
the limits of my own profeffion, by encroaching on any other 
man's provin(;e, in determining the orthodoxy or propriety of 
this doctrine. ♦» 

But to convince the pannels, that there js neither difingenui- 
ty nor diflimulation in Mr Gib, or any other clergyman's^ wri- 
ting in private againft the fame point for which he contends in 
public J I Ihall fliew by example, that there may be a very great 
propriety of a perfon's fpeaking both for and againft the fame 
thing, and that'iA public too. How do the gendemen of the 
robe addreis themfelves to their caufe at the bar ? Is it not 
commonly, by paying fome very high compliments to the learnt' 
£d gentlemen on the other fide, ay, and to their own client's 
antagonift often too, although they are to plead againft him ? 
Now, would it not be a ftrangc perverfion of the mean- 
ing of thefe compliments, to imagine that they were intended 
either to put refpeft on the ' opponents, or to add weight to 
their arguments ? Thefe are juft fuch an honour as the eagle 
does to the tortoife, when, to add weight to it, ftie elevates it 
almoft to the clouds, that it may be the more effedlually dafhed 
into a thoufand pieces, on the rock below. A certain country- 

• See a pamphlet, entitled, A fliort conference fifetween tJie Rev. Mi? / ^""^ 
&hi and John Rob late tailor in 6ig|;ar . 
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geiitleman of my acquamtancCi having a yficry important caufe 

in dependence before the c 1 of S ^n, came to town to 

hdar the pleadings in it. Having placed himfelf at his counfePs 
elbow, he was, through his ignorance of the forms of law^ 
exfe-emely much fnrprifed, when he heard hitn, not only la- 
vifliing his encomiums on the gentleman Of the gown, who was 
to appear againft hhn, but upon that fame gentleman's client 
alfo, who was his antagonift. After many figoificaint looks of 
furprife at his coTinfel^ the honeft gentleman twitched him 
by the {leeve, and, iivith an air of great concern, addrefled 
him; ^* Sir," faid he, <* I beg you will remember, that I hiredt 
** you to fpeak againft my adverfary, and not for HIM," 
*' It is no matter," replied the lawyer very gravely ; "• it will 
*' all come td the fame purpoft in the Jflue." Now, even up^ 
on the fuppofitiqn, that Mr Gib had wept, written, and fpo«- 
ken', both for the.Leith affair, and againft it too ^, lif all this 
^ came to the fame purpo/e in the ijfuey can the pannels impeach 
Mr Gib with the leaft difingenuify in this? I defird they wiU 
beware, what conclis^on .they draw froiti fueh premifes, left^ 
iti this inftance, they calumniate SOME other petfoti^ as 
well as the Rev. Mr Adam Gib. 

Notwithftfiniling Sill the, clamour tvhich the' pann6U»hay€ rat- 
fed againft Mr Gib, for drawing papers in private,, tO iitv^Udftte 
die force of his own argiiments in public ; yet, I h^0» it will 
fee obftrved, that they durft not allege, that hefybfcribed any 
of thefe. I know indeeJd they affirm, that h^caufed tb^fe to 
fee fubfcribed by the Rev. %v Robertfori at I>alk;eith f, and 
fonie other perfons whbnl they call Mr Gib's tpols % 5 from 
which they falfely conclude, that this was, oa tht matter^ th^ 

♦Thefe conflderatioTw, cotitufring With my bodHy itrftrfAMy, aroidft th^dHficuUV 
wbichmy brethren were 'in about granting the <i|a||]A<ftion»-H^dtiiced me toa der 
gree of weaknef^, whkh I had never before heen overtalcen' with about any bufi- 
l)efs; that of burftingout into a wecpiftg aloud upoh the fubjeiEl: Infixing ;i1f6 
upoH'this cbnfideratidfl* that a di^dmng of Leith people fdSroed then toine^ff ab« 
folute neceflity for eKtiogpini'mg-thc flame in Edinburgh congregation.-^ — The lit 
bcUers arepleafed to reprefentmy wtfeping, as " fomething oif iiiecrocorljU's na- 
^ tttte; Wanting the Serriiersof Zt^fr<ft«fl«diB46 a<l!ft»tM!»<«i>gt#g«^iof1^ thtti 
" the wresifing of my vengeance upon tb«m i&i^t bp tkt mdr^'Ctfr^lua^ and 4i9|h> 
'* fpitruous." Sfif. p 3^. ' , 

t As ta Mr Robertfon^s paper given in atthcnextmeetirrgoCPyefbytery ; ttry 
concern or concbrrehce in it could not be fttfoBfiblV .chairgcd, m iiaivlng even thh 
imalieftappo^ranceof inconfiftency wit^j whatis above exprefled. 

I While >if *libbertrori's paper is called ttiy itfofkman/bip, slhd he a dupi ttt mt iri 
copying pvfcr and ftfMc4bing M: J w4 may Ue very Indiffttcnt about {^(-h fturrfiityi 
--^I never propofed to him, dire£lly or indire^ly, the giving in of any fuch paper; 

jr had I the rcfnotcft view of any palmer to be given in, upon the/ybic^k^ by either 

^ or n^e, till Ve tnjil me that he found himfelf obJigcd to (Id it ; artdit U'as ni>t 

^;aiU it lead in the Trefbytery, that I came to a dctcttnlriation cf adhcflftjg 
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fame as if he had fubfcribcd thefe himftlf. But granting, that^ 
thofe perfons who fubfciibed thefe papery, were Mr Gib*s tools, 
(^rhick, by the by, is no difparagenKnt to Mr Gib, for the moft 
confttxmnate artift ca^QOt work without tools) ; yet it will not 
feHow, tliax he materially fubfcribcd the fame ♦. This pea 
with.whjohl prrfeiitiy write, w my tcJol. Let it be fupp^fed, 
tl^at a rogue, in ^yahfeace, fiiid^ accefs to my writing-cham- 
b^er, forges a 'hill of iQOOl. i» n>y name, and fubfcribes it too 
with'this'fsun^ winting-tool. Will it follow, either io law or 
reaibn, that I have materially fubicribed that draught, becaufc 
it was doae by my -tool ? 

, The pannels have thought fit alfo^ in their printed Reafons of 
fratefi^ to.ch$irge Mr Gib ^^ith diffimuiation in appointing 
th^mfelves agents for afSfting the Secedcrs in Leith, in profe- 
cuting a disjunftioii from Mr Gib's congregation, while he was ^ 
determined, that they fhould feel the effefts of his refentment, 
if they either accepted fuch commiflion, or afted according to 
its inftf unions. It is granted^ that Mr Gib did fubfcribc the 
fame comiiniffion f , from which the pannels draw this ill-natu- 

to it. I knew the firft draught of it beforehand, of which I afterwards found he 
had made alterations ; I know of none whom I atn anfwerable to, for aflilting any 
of my. brethren, at their defire, in framing papers : and I know of none who can 
rei^edl upon it, confidently with any tolerable caft of good manners toward them 
ornre. Ref. f. 45. 

• " Butthey were cxtnemety unwilling to anfwer it as mine.* And what nc- 
cellity could they be under, yeg what decent occaiion could they have for doing 
fo ? On the contrary, might they not hare antwered.it with a Uttlp mOrc freedom 
as the paper of thefe four men^ than they oould have decently done as mine ? Or 
had they not, according to their view of the paper, the far faireft opportunity of 
belabouring me, when they got me under the difguife of thefe four men ? But w«s 
It ever heard of before,— tliat not tlie fubfcribers, only the drawer of a i^aper isto 
be dealt with in artfwecing It ? And can the mere drawer of a paper be anfVfera. 
blefoc the contents ; though neither blafphemous nor tteafonable , fubverfive of 
neither faith nor morality I Mud the mere drawer of a paper be chargeable with 
the feotiinents jind opinions which it contains, as ail his own \ lb. p. 42. 

f Reference by the SeflSon of a Petition from Leith, to the Prefbytery. 

, In the Now fiefl^on-houieat CrofsrCaufey, Apnl iSr W65* 

/ Horn jlftis f ^ t/ifrfdiem* - 
^r^HE S^ffion of the A^j^bclate Congregation at.Etfioburgb >Qifig met« there wa« 

X laid ^fore them a petition, fiififcnbc4.bv fibcty-tnvo. members of the iaid 
congregation, reiiding in and about Leith, craving,, for the reafons mentioned in 
therafd petition, that this Seifion may reprefent .the:fiune to the Aiibdate ^reiby- 
tery of Edinhargb, for obtaining appointments- of preaching at Leith. 

- After fomc delibe/ation onthi»aflrair> the ^eflion .agreed. in referring, as.they did 
and hereby do refer the foid petition, tathe Rev* Prc^y tery, to meet here on the 
7th day of May next ; and they make the reference with.att.cxpreiiion of. their la- 
tisfj^ion, that the l^reibytery ihould g^ve all encouragement to tJiis petition 
which they can find proper, and that tbey (hould grint a d»6jon«aion,tathe Sece-, 
ders in and about Ldth, fonere^ng. them into a difttnA coi^regat);>ni..a$ . $)Qn -as 
they can fee caufe. * • , ~ 
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red inference ; but does he not explain his conduct in this, t9 
the fatisfaftion of every tinprcjudjcedpcrfoh, by informing the 
public, that he did this in a way of IRONY*? Had the 
. pannels known the rules by which both ironical words and ac- 
tions are to be explained, they had never bhindered fo egrcgi- 
pufly, as to charge Mr Gib with diffimulation, either for ipeak- 
• ing, or even fiibliribing his name, in a ftyle, in which very 
grave perfons have both fpoken and written, without incurring 
any fuch invidious imputation f . But, fay they, was it ever 
known that an eccleiiaftic court pafied an ironical ad or de* 
cree ; or that the confcience of a Prelbyterian minifter could 
permit him, either to fpeak or fubfcribc his name ironically, 

when fitting in judgment ? 1 am not obliged to determine 

what the confcience of a Prefbyterian minifter may, in certain 

And whereas the moderator in{i (led upon it, as a condition of his ,confenting 
and concurring to this affair, that all elders and other members of this congrega- 
tion in and about Edinburgh, fliall be at fi-cedom to attend any occaiionai mfpen- 
fation of ordinances at Leith, in confequence bf the faid petition. Without beio^ 
liable thereby to any charge of fcandal ; and that, in cafe of eredting a new con- 
gregation at Ldth, in confequence of the prefcnt reference, they fhall all be at 
freedom to join themfelves to the faid congregation, without beit^ liable to any 
quarrel for fo doing, providing they abide by that choice when once made ; — and 
that all other perfons within the bounds of this congregation now at Edinbtirgh, 
who fliall hereafter apply tor being received into the Seceffion, (hall have the fame 
freedom;, the Sedion referred this matter, for the moderator's fatis&dUon, jTm* 
ipUcitsr to the judgment of the Krelbytery. Extraded by 

(Signed) Adam Gib, JVforfr. 

In the Se(non.houfeat Crpfs-caufey, May 6. 1765, hora/fla p,m» > 

T^E Seflion appointed T— ^s Kr-7-r, A w *B^ n, and R 1 M- — d, 
to concur mth Nicol Houlfon, the Prelbytery-elder, before the Prefbytcry, 
in a(fiiliag the petioners frfnn Leitb, conform to the fatisfadtion exprefled in the 
reference. (Signed) Adam Gib, Modr, 
Seaf. ofprot. ^i 94. 

♦ My naming three of them to CQncur with the fourth, in amfting the Leith pe* 
titioners before the'Prefbytery, was, on the one hand, from a moit eameft con* 
cern fqr their fucceeding ; |n the (en(e which I have already ex^ained.;— On 
the other hand, my doing fo was the only habile way I now faw left to me, for ex- 
preding my diflatisfai^on with the fpirit which they ^ appeared to be of; and for 
fetting them a thinking more coolly, more fcrioufly, on what they were about. It 
was principally thdr fpliit about Leith affair. Which produced the necfcfiity of gi- 
ving way to it ; nor can I yet think, that there would have been any cosfiderable 
difficulty in bringing the people there to a peaceable dropping of their fcheme, if 
it had not met with fuch partil^ns in the Seflion : .and as my words were now of 
no confequence to make any impre(fion upon theni ^I was left to try what my 
•aiona might do, |n giving them their tether-length. Nor can they reaibnably 
j>retend, that my (ingling them out with fuch a' view, from fuch difiatisia^ion,r-; 
was any way a fecret to them. Ref, />. 24 

f I took notice of the mark of diir«itisfa»aion or difpleafure with their con- 
i\i&. in Leith affair firom the beginning, which my very nominating of them for 
eommiffioners di4 plainly bear^ all circumitances of th^ cafe confidercd. if. 


«a/2?x, permit him to do : but iiire I am, that in a higher ec- 
clefiailic court, than even the Aflbciate Synod, fome afts have 
received the voices of many members in a way of irony. Wit- 
nefs th^ft. clanfe in the fchifm-overture, which reprefents the 
church of Scotland in danger, from the many Seceding and 
other fchifmatic meeting-houfes in Scotland : a matter which 
many members (as I would have done myfelf, had I been a 
saember) admitted as a truth only m the way of irony. The 
pannels will, it is likely, allege, that ironical decifions of a. 
court muft he utterly unintelligible to the greateft part of man- 
kind. But I aik, may not the fame objedtions be offered a- 
gainftfome of the afts of the legiflature itfelf ? Are the whole 

£ ^y of A s able tp explain, in a fatisfaftory manner, 

the wii^dow-<tax aft, with its feveral ajipendages ? This argu- 
. Hient therefore, that an ironical aft of a court argues difinge- 
puity, .becauie it happens to be unintelligible, proves by far too 
xnuchy and confequently proves nothing at all to the purpofc. 

But the paimeU are pkafed to charge Mr GiU with diffimula- 
tion in another inftance ; that isj his impofing on the Affociatc 
Prefbytery of Edinburgh, and hoodwinking them *, as they 
expreffed it, by his public appearances in behalf of the Leith 
fcheme, while he was under covert offended with the Rev. 
Prefbytery for taking thpfe very meafures in that affair, which 
he himfelf had publicly influenced. It muft be granted, that 
Mr Gib did impofe upon the Prefbytery, (for the Rev. Mr Ro- 
bertfon found it neceiTary to charge him with this, and he him- 
felf was pleafed to confefs the truth of it f ). But the Prefbyte- 
Yj were not fo uncharitable as the pannels have been, to call 
this inflance of Mr Gib's conduft Jefuitifm or diflngenuity : 
which is a plain proof, that the Prefbytery were convinced, that, 
in hoodwinking them, he did nothing amifs. It is true, indeed, 
they thought fit to exprefs their dif approbation of his conduft in 
impofing on them % ; bwt had he been guilty of the leafl diffi- 

* My brethren refleftcd upon me, as having left them to be enfiiflred, or hood- 
winked. Ref,p.%''. 

f The matter is as follows.— Mr Robertfon's paper contained the following arti- 
cle about me, viz "I cannot help thinking, that this Preibytery have been alTo 
•* impoied u^on by the moderator of^ that Seflion, and driven to prf cipitant mca- 
*' fures; in hisinliftingfo very ftrenaoufly for ttie receiving of the faid petition, 
** and granting the delire thereof, when it was firft prefented to the Prefbytery : 
" as it is now evident, that his behaving To was not from any real fatisfadion 
*' with that affair." lb. p. 35 

t Then Mr Gib defired it might be marked,—" That as to the complaint which 
** ^Mr Robertfon's paper contains upon him, he finds himfelf obliged to ackn'ow- . 
f ledge the truth of the fa^s ; and fubniits the merit* thereof to the Rev. Pi eife' 
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mulation in doing fo, it cannot be Aippofed that, they -would 
have pafled him with a cenfure *, f which, though flight in itfdf, 
yet it was bold enough in them to inflid, in the prefent cafe. 
I cannot help obferviog, ' that the pannels ought to hav^'i^^i^e a 
Very different improvement of Mr Gib's acknowledging his im- 
p6iition on the Prefbytery, than charging him, from this cir- 
cumftance, with diilimulation. Had they duly confidered this> 
it might have put them to 'fliame, that they tbuld never be 
brought toconfefs, before the fame Prefbytery, a much grc^at- 
€r crime, namely, . their own haughty, fupercilious, and brow- 
beating^ ma/i/i^r. 

For mere may be a fpecies of impofition or hoodwinking^ 
»ot only in itfelf very innocent, but very neceflary too, at ^ 
leaft as innocent as . any thing of that nature can poffibly 
b^. Such, I humbly conceive, was the Rev. Mr Gib's impo-* 
fition on the AiTociate Pv-efbytery of Ediitlburgh. For what^ 
I pray, did it coft him ? Not one grain o£ fincerity ; 0nly a • 
few fpeeches ;m public, a few tears, and a few papers drawn 
in private againft both thefe ; all which were no great matter 
for gaining an important end. Befides, it muft be semembered, 
that there is no great degree of addrefs requiiite to enable one 
to impofe upon SOME PERSONS ; for if a man either has 
no eyes, or dares not open them, it is not a difficult taiik to 
keep him in darki\efs. 

But I am able to fhew, that there may be not only a degree 
of impofition on the Aflbciate Prefljytery, but even upon a 
body with many more eyes, that is, the public •, and yet neither 
Jefuitifm nor diffimulation in the attempt. » For inftance, the 
pannels thought prefer to charge the Rev. Mr Gib with being 
the author of a certain pamphlet, entitled, Up and v/ar thema\ 
Willie, merely for the fpiteful pleafureof telling the world, that 
his page was ornamented with quotations from an oWcene fong; 
No pcrfon can read the anlwer which Mr Gib made to this la-s 

*' tery : smd asto the faid paper otherwife, he declares his adherence to k ; as 
*' a ncceiTary record of the genuine ftatc of matters about the application from 
*' Leith." *' After thisit was moved and agreed to,— that the Prclbytery exprefis 
« their diffatisfeftion with Mr Gib's former condua; in his having infifted fo 
•' ftremioufly for the petitieo from Lcith, when it rame iirft before the Prelbyte- 
" ry,— while he now acknowlcdgps, that it was in the manner expreffed in Mr 

'* RobertftMi's paper/' Ref. p. ^6. , .^ «. ^ u « ./i. * 

♦ Itisnowtitneforconfideringalittle the import and effeft of the P[<ii^yt^ 
ry's admonition. And, i. It was, wth refped to rae, an admomtion in th£ ftri« 
fcnfe of the woid, or an admonition implying cenlure ; becaufe it found particular 
fault with me.— as not having ufeddne " freedom and plainnefs with the Scffioua. 
" boot the affair of Lcitb» at the. beginning of it»" Jb. />. to. 
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vidious charge, n^^ithout admiring and applauding his difcretiofi. 
** It wasthefirft time," fays he, " that evfer I heard of fuch a 
** thing *.** No fooner had the pannels read this (fuch was 
their weaknefs), than the^ began to exult, and to boaft that 
now they could pfove Mr Gib guilty of diiingenuity, in refufing 
to acknowledge a pamphlet, of which he was the undoubted 
author ; and fo they thought they had caught him tripping. 
But their triumph was too premature ; for Mr Gib's words 
are capable of two fenfes, quite dificrent from that which they 
aflSx to them. They import, either, that their laying this pam- 
phlet to his door in print, was the firft time that ever he heard 
publicly that he was known, to be the author of it, or that it 
was the firft time that ever he heard it publicly, that the ballad 
quoted in it was an obfcene one. Might not all this be truth ; 
yea was it not all truth ? Charity will furely take every thing ^ 
by the beft handle ; and I will venture to affirm, that no per- * 
fons, except fuch as are as eaptious and uncharitable, as the pan- 
nels, could ever have taken an occafion, from the above-men* 
tioned expreffion of Mr Gib's, to charge him with diifimula- 
tion« For I firmly believe, that he never heard before this 
time in print, that he was known to be the author of fuch a 
pamj^let ; and I am as firmly perfuaded, that none of his ikr 
miliar friends were ever guilty of fuch an in;£iao^e of iDd^licacy* 
as to inform him, that the world fuppofed him the par,ent of a 
performance, which claimed any degree of kindred with ob- 
fcenity. 

But even fiippoimg, for the fake of argument, that Mr Gib 
was the author of the above pamphlet. Up and war them. a\ 
Willie ; yet I will afiirm that there was a much greater crime, 
in their laying this fatherlefs bantling to Mr Gib*s door, tlian 
in his being actually the fiarent of it : for, as Mr Gib obferyes, 
their defign in doing fo^ was to give a fneer at him, as an im-^ 
pious perfon. ; an end wbJch, I am fure, no means whatfoever ^ 
could poffibly fanftify f : whereas, it is believed, that Mi' GJb 
wrote tliat performance by way of cordial for the fupport and 
comfort of his Rev. brother, Mr Jdhn Muckarfie, niinifter in 
the Aflbciate Congregation at Kinkell. Mr Gib jufUy-obferves, 

• 

* Yea, they go m -ft ft.ainefully off their fubje^l, to take notice of a ludicrous 
flicet " publilhed in winter 1 766 \" which they fay " common fame afctibes to 
Mr Gib as the author ;" the firft time ever I heard of fuch A thing, K^f p. 1^6. 

f And then they give a moft falfe account of that paper, for the fake of bnn;;- ^ 
ing in a fneer at me as an impkus perfon , as if any thing ccuid fcf vc liKh a-'-" " 
poCe, lb />. 136. 
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that the panncis give a falfc account of that paper, by rcpre- 

fenting the refrefhing quotations, with which it is interfperfed, 

as being taken fiom a bawdy fong. For proof of this, I only 

refer the reader to the fong itfelf, viz. Mr Allan Ramfay's ad- 

ditiofial cantos to Chrift's kirk oh the green : an author who is 

well known never to have dealt in. obfcenity, or any thing 

which could have the remoteft tendency thereto! I doubt not 

indeed, but that, there maybe fpurious editions of Ramfey's* 

works, and that the pannels may have procured one of thefc 

to ferve a turn, and from it have fi>rmed a judgment of that 

author's purity and delicacy. But I will even fuppofe, that the 

pannels had the privilege of dealing with the Rev. Mr Gib, as 

he informs the public, he dealt with a certain perfon of this 

city, when he procured a WARRANT (it was not a GE- ' 

L^ NER AL one ; that gentleman had too much wit to be caught 

^ in the E — ^1 of H x's fnare) to open his repofitories, and 

learch his private papers, when that fame perfon was in Lon- 
don *. Yet, even in fuch a cafe, I could riik an hundred 
pounds, that they fhould not find Allan Ramfay's works in Mr 
Gib's library ; or if they did, I am perfuaded they would, find 
them, with this nota on the title-page, Priorihus multo emen" 
datior : that is, the indelicacies and double entendres of for- 
mer editions, corredled with Mr Gib*s own hand. But I know 
they dare not rilk an hundred fhillings againfi: my hundrecL 
pounds ; or if they will, I defire they may notify the fame to 
me, and I fliall give an order for lOO 1, on my banker, and 
as readily procure a iheriff-warrant for examining Mr Gib*s 
library, as he did one for fearching that perfon's private papers, 

PROVIDED always, as it is hereby EXPRESSLY 

PROVIDED, that Mr Gib fliall have taken a journey td 
N London, at the time of the publication of the premifcs. 

It is furprifing to obferve, what invididus conflruAions ma- 
^ lice is capable of putting on the moft innocent and beft intend- 
ed aftions. The charge of difingenuity, which the pannels 
have advanced againft Mr Gib, for interlining but a fingle fen- 
tence in the minutes of the Aflbciate Synod, is an affefting 
proof of this. . The pannels have not fcrupled to call this a cor- 
ruption of thefe minutes ; and from this matter, fmall as it is, 
have taken an occafion of overwhelming both Mr Gib and the 
Aflbciate Synod with a torrent of abufe. What kind of a 
court, fay they, muft that be, who leave it to one party to fa- 

*cc R<ftigc of fits, isrc> p* Xi4. 
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bricate and alter the minute of a deed concerning himfdf ? 
What degree of honefly or delicacy can that perfdn be pofleff- 
cd of, whofe tonfcience can permit him to foift additions into 
the minutes of a caufe, in which himfelf was a party, and that 
too feveral months after the caufe was determined? — Although 
I might leave thefe, and fuch like impertinent queftioris, to be 
anfwered by SOME OTHERS ; yet the unreafonablenefs of 
the pannels in putting thefe, is fo obvious,' that I (hall put 
them to filenc;, by briefly mentioning the arguments by which 
Mr Gib has fo fullv vindicated his condnft in this affair. 

It is granted, that fome time after the affair betwixt Mr Gib 
and the pahiiels was decided by the AtTbciate Synod, he did in- 
terline that part of their minutes, which rcfpedled this affair. 
But what, I pray, was the import of this interlined addition ? 
Nothing, I am fure, could be more proper, nothing more ne* 
ceflary, than to add a word or two, in order to make the de*- 
flgn of the Synod, in that minute, perfectly intelligible to all. 
Their defign plainly was, to ftigmatize the pannels for their 
overbearing and browbeating MANNER; but unluckily the 
\vay in which theil* clerk had exprefled this, did not fufEcient- 
ly anfwer the end. Mr Gib therefore found it neceflkry, for 
the ends of E D 1 F I C ATI D N, to fupply this defeft, by add- 
ing a claufe, which rendered the pannels as infamous, as it was 
in the power, of the Affociate Synod to make them, and as in 
juftice they deferved to be. Now. as Mr Gib kti.ew this was 
the great defign of the Synod in that minute, where was th^ 
harm! of (bpplying fuch a material omiffion, even at the di- 
ftance of fome yaars, aifter the deed was paffed? Does he not 
inform the paAnels, that, by his interlineations, he only *' ex- 
<* prefied the matter, as he was fure it behoved to be meant *** 
by the Synod. They have no reafon, then, to complain of jhfe 
Synod's empowering Mr Gib to fupply the defcdls in their mir 
nutes, even in a caufe in which hiihfelf was principally concern- 
ed ; foTf* as he juftly obferv^B, he was a membir of courts a$ 
well ai a party in that affair. 

Whatever the pjmneU may think of their conduft, in im- 
peaching Mr Gib with difi»genuity, for interlining the minutes 
of the Affociate Synod; yet I wrlj venture to pronounce it k 
crime of the fame nature with that for which feveral members 
of parliament have been juftly fcnt to the tower ,of JiOndon, 
by the hbufc of Cpmmons ; 1 mean a B RX AC H OF PRI 
• Refuge &c. p. fj3. • ^ ..... 

M 


\ 


L 9^ J 

VI LEGE. Fori can prove, that, for the fpacc of 20 years 
paft, Mr Gib has enjoyed the privilege of altering, corredling, 
and amending the minutes of the Airociate Synod from their 
preceding to their fubfequent «mce(ing ; and that the faid Sy- 
nod coniiders Mr Gib's friendfhip in this, as an acceptable fer' 
vice to them. The pannels will be. apt perhaps to SNEER at 
this, as a reflection upon the AflTociate Synod. But I affirm, 
that, fo far from detracting from the abilities of that worthy 
body of men, it is an evidence of their great caution and deli- 
beration in judgment ; in that they permit no deeds of theirs 
.tO'have fiill eif^ft, until thefe have been half a year in Mr 
Gib's cuftody, and have b*een accurately weighed and exami- 
ned by him, ' . ' 

There ia the greater neceffity for this, if it is conlidered, that 
Mr Reid, their clerk, is known to be a notorious BLUNDERER, 
and can hardly minute any thing with exaftnefs, as^Mr Gib 
' hints, but matters of common form ; fuch as, Hora \ oma ante 
meridiem^ or Hora 4ta poji meridiem. Sederunt *, &c. And I 
cannot help thinking, that his prudence and difcretion arc 
much of apiece with his abilities a$ a clerk, elfe he had not 
hcen fo weak, or rather wicked I may call it, as to Inform the 
pannels, that Mr Gib had interpolated the minutes of ^he Af^ 
fociata Synod ; far lefs would he have (hewn them thefe inter- 
lined by that gentleman's own hand, and thereby unjuftly ex- 
pofed him to the vile flander of difingenuity, and the Rev. Sy- 
nod to the imptitatioa of injuftice* But I hope the Synod will, 
in due time, reward him according to his deferts. 

I kaow indeed, that, for this' fame crime, the Synod have 
already reduced Mr Reid to H A L F - P A Y f . But this pu- 

* It had been nfual with me, for upwards pf twenty years,— to affift'tbe Synod- 
clerk, at his defire, in preparing the draughts of the minutes, upon all matters 
that teUnged not to common foim, l\e ufed to give me his draught, which I return- 
ed with amendments ; and of which he made out a clean copy, tor the enfuing 
.meeting of Synod. I made whatever alterations and additions I thought necef- 
fary,— to guird ag&inft any thing defedtive, ambiguous, or improper, in the way of 
^xprefling whit the Synod had done : all which was lying open to their corredion 
gnd amendment at (heir next meeting. An4 1 imagine 1 had been all along looked 

V(^pon, as doing anacceptahkferwce, in this matter, to the AlTociate Synod. Ref.p 153. 
*' t Tlie A-Ubciate Synod had other reafons for punlfhing their clerk with the lofs 
of half his fees, befide thofc mentioned by the authors of the Reafons of Proteft. 
Itfeems he is by etc upation a printer. Although he had l^een a witnefs to the pro- 
tcfs bctvnxt Mr Gib and tlte pannels, and knew well the terms on which they 

, fiood, both with him and the Synojl; >ct, contrary to great perfonal obligatk^ns 
to that gentleman, (of which he hal put him in mind in piint), and the duty which 
he.owcd to <he Synod, he boldly prefumed to allow the pannels tlie privilege of his 
^ttfs, ever after that Rev. court had denied them the privileges of the church. 

"^ ^fi Che Synod had reafon to confider their clerk's conduct, in this aifair, as a re^ 
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niflimcnt is far from being adequate to his guilt. Therefore,' 
as the Aflbciate Synod is to meet on the 30th of Auguft next, 
I humbly propofe, (and I intend to traniiiiit my propofiil to 
their committee of overtures), that the faid John Reid, their, 
clerk, (hall be then and there finally CASHIER ED, apd 
difmifled the fervice, in manner following.— At the fulleft fe-r' 
dei'unt of Synod, (and may there be a thoufand wixnelTcs tohis> 
infamy on that occalion !), let the forefiiid John Reid be brought 
to the bar of thti faid Synod, holding a pen in one hand, aiid 
an ink-pot in the other: 'ihen let cither Mr (jJib, or the mor 
■derator, break .the pen over his heatl, and empty the ink-pot 
in his face : let a (heet of paper be aiHxed to his breaft, by way 
of label, with thisi infcription, in legible chara<Pi:ers, THE 
REWARD OF UNFAITHFULNESS AND IN- 
SUFFICIENCY; and then let the Rev. the- Aflbciate Sv- 
aod declare him incapable of ever afterwards^ ferving the 
KING, even in the poft of a common beadle or doorkeeper. 

In order to demonftrate the malice of thd panocls, in the 
abominable charges which they have publicly laid againft Mr 
Gib, for adding a fingle fentence to the minutes of the Synod ; 
I vill admit the truth of his doing fo ; and vindi^te his con-' 
duft too, in this inftance, by a prf cedent of very confiderable 
importance. It has been affirmed, that Father Peters, confef- 
for to James the Seventh, ufed certain freedoms with the Eng- 
lifli coronatio«i-oath, before it was adminiftered to that 
prince, (for he never took the Scotch coronation -oath, as is 
evident from the aft of parliament imi Guliei. it Ma^.). But 
as Peters was-a fon of Loyola, or, in other words, jt JESUIT, ' 
and (bine evil-difpofed perfons may be apt to make odioiUs conir 
parifons, from the very fmalleft circumftances, I fbiill not ap- 

Verfing, upon the matter, their fentencc, Vith re'pefl to thepanneJs^ fo fjrat 
ieaft as was corapefent for him ro do ; they had good ground to call hhn to ac- 
count for bis behiavipar hi this matter, and to chaftiife him. accor^ling tn the de« 
merit of his crime. Some perfons indeed have thought fit to repreient tins ftep, 
a« an uncommon method of procedure in an ecclefiaftical coju^t, to punWi any msln 
in his purfe, and thus injure hi« outward circianiftances^ for an ierror in his judg« 
jnent. But even this mode of bringmg men to realbn lor their faults, is not wicn* 
out a precedent! Befides, the Synod cannot jufljy be charged with doing any 
prqudce to theinterefts.of Mr Reid*s pocket. For they had reafon tbhelieve^ 
that Itts profit^ iit printing the. pannel^ Reafoes of proted again fi; their fentehrej 
would amount to more than an equivalent to jbe half of his emoluments, as thclf 
clerk, of which they had deprived him. So that the Synod may be confidered as 
isavingfttll hitherto^ for aJl his crime, g^nerouily'paid him the whole of his ialary^' 
in as much as their fentence iupon the pannels has eVe^^tually affcn;ded him th^ ram| 
profits,^ which as^ clerk he formerly enibyed, iif hot mori^;, before ic was deprijp^" ^ 
«f the half of his fees. 

Ma 
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ply this to the matter in hand. I can inftrtift the propriety of 
Mr Gib*s conduft, by the example of a perfon of much higher 
rank than Father Peters ; and that is the famous Dr Laud, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and Primate of all England. 

In the coronation-oath of England, as it was fw(>rn by Ed- 
waixi VI. Queen Elifabethj and James VI. there were certain 
claufes refpefting the liberty of the fubjcft, and the fecurity of 
the Proteftant religion- But. as thefe matters were exprefled in 
the old-fafliioncd barbarous Ityle of Englilh lawyers, the good 
Abp Laud, in order to accommodate the oath to Charles I.'s 
underftanding, fmoothecl«the afpcrities of the language, by in- 
terlining thefe words in the oath, AS AGREEABLE TQ 
THE KING'S PREROGATIVE *. Which, if I may ufc 
Mr Gib*s words on fuch an occaljon, Charles I, undoubtedly 
reckoned *' a very acceptable iervice to hiin." For, from the 
time of his^cceffion to the throne, to the year 1640^ we do not 
find, that either the King or his council, nor even his parlia- 
ment, conikiere4 it in any other light, Now, lc|: the- reader 
compare thefe two cafes together, and he yr\l\ &pd the parallel 
between them in more inftances than he ij aw^*e of. 

It has been obfeir^rcd, that ^here is often a fui-prifing fimili- 
tude between great charaft^rs ; and.perhap$ there has feldom 
occurred a more ftriking.inftance of this!, than i^ the prcfent 
cafe. For, . i. The perfon who interUned th^ coronation-oath 
of Charlies 1. was Primate of ALL England. JVI^- Gib fills the 
fame high ftatiiwa m ^he Affociate Synod; confequendy he 
plight as warr?mti|bly interlme in th^ one cafe, as the Ardbbi- 
fliop might do in the o|:her. a. The deed interline^ by Laud, 
was a folemn path, And was not the minute pf the ASocmc 
Synod which Mr Gib interlined, the fame^ ^t le^ft in a? conse- 
quences ? Did not the Seceding congregation at Crofe-caufey, 
as in duty bound tp Mr Gib, and as require^ by a decree o{ 
the Aflbciate Synod, openly take the facr^mient, upon the foot- 
ing of that minute, and thjtt fame interlineation too, as it%a$ 
afterwardff explained, ratified, and confirmed by their aft, A- 
pril 9, 1767 ? 3.1 defire the reader witt attend to liie nature 
of the oath which Abp Laud interlined; it was a CORONA - 
TION-oath. Add what, I pray, w^s ,the nature of that mi- 
nute of the Aflbciate Synod which Mr Gib Jnterlined ? was it 
pot a moft folemn deed, whereby, that Rev. body CROWNED 
fix Adam Gib with the ecclefiaftical mitre of firprontury over 

♦ Trial ol Archhifliop Laud. 
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aU the judicatories of the Seceffiori, both fuprcnic and fubordi- 
nate, as the Reader will fee proved even from the pannels own 
Reasons of Protest ? 4. There is fomething very re- 
markable in the coincidence between the, very icope of the 
words which the Archbilhop interlined in the coronation -oath, 
and thofe which Mr Gib added to the minute of the Aflbciatc 
Synods The Bifliog^s fupplement was, ** as agreeable to the 
*^ King^s prerogative." llie fcope and tendency of the addition 
to the Synod's minute, Was precifely according to the tenor 
hereof; that is, it was agreeable to Mr Gib's juri prerogative 
over the Aflbciate Synod. 5. Abp Laud was fuch an eminent 
fufFerer in behalf of religion, that a certain Englifh hiftorian 
calls him, ** that blefled martyr of the church of England.'* 
In like manner, as appears from Mr Gib*s own words *, he may, 
with the fame juftice and propriety,, be denominated, that 
blejfed martyr of the Ajfociathn, 6. Th« Archbilhop, out of 
his zeal for Epifcopacy, wcs very juftly reckoned the principal 
inftrument of kindling that fatal war, which took place be- 
twixt Eriglind and Scodand in the year 1636; by which the 
two nations were involved in much bloodfhed and confufion. 
In this inftance, I own, the cafes are not precifely pai*allel : for 
although Mr Gib's zeal for Prefoytery, in the year 1746, kin- 
dled a war between the one half of the Seceders and the other, 
yet it was attended with no bloodfhed ; for although the fword 
was very liberally ufed at that time, yet the edge of it happen-. 
Ing to be blunt, it did no manner of execution, although it has 
toft the Aflbciate Synod t.en thoufand prayers to fharpen it. 
And fiire I am, if that mepiiorable inteftine.war which Laudi 
kindled betwixt the two nations, was juftly c^led belium Epi- 
f cop die y or the BISHOP'S war ; that kindled among the Se- 
ceders by Mr Gib, with much more propriety defervcd the 
fame name. 7. The Afchbifhop was charged, at his trial, by 
th€ managers for the houfe of Commons, with drawing arbi- 
trary fpeeches for the King. So the jpannek have laid a charges 
Off much' the fame nature to the door of the Rev. Mr Adam 

, Gib. ^Thus then it appears, from a peculiar coincidence of 

charafter and circumftances, that whatever argument; have 
1)e'en adduced in behalf of the Archbiihop's 'interlining the 

* I have had uncommon fufTering in this affair ; havipg been in fome meafure 
^ade a gti:dng'Jhclt, both h reproaches and affii^hnst^moie, perhajis, than any o- 
therofTny'dharaacratthisday. Kef.p,i^. — 

I I^ve others to judge, how iar I hive deferved it tit X\^t hapd pf thjC 3" 
l)ody. /^/•X93. 
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coronation'Oath of England, may with the very fame pro- 
priety be offered in behalf of Mr Gib's intei'lining the minutes 
of the Affociate Synod. I know indeed, it may be obje^ed, • 
that the freedom* which the Archbifcop ufed with the co- 
ronation-oath, was one of thofe articles of impeachment a- 
gainft him, in confequcnce of which that bleffed martyr was 
brought to the fcaffold. But I defire it may be remembered, 
that although the Archbifhop loft his head for this, and fomc 
other things ; yet it was in a period of anarchy, when the con- 
ftitution'was entirely unhinged, and the King's laws could nei- 
ther proteft himfelf nor his fervants. Monarchy, at that time, 
lay bleeding under the feet of the XONG pai liament ; no won- 
der then, that the head of the hierarchy was brought to fuch 
an undeferved end. There is no accounting for the corrup- 
tion and degeneracy of particular periods. There have been 
corrupt times, and I fliall not be furprifed if there be the fame 
again ; ay, and to fuch a degree, as that, in fome after period, 
pofterity may complete the parallel between tliefe two great 
clergynlen, by treating the Rev. Mr Gib's memory in the fame 
manner, in which the Long parliament treated the good Arch- 
bifliop's perfon. ^ 

SENTENCE. 

• « 

The Aflbciate Synod being met at Edinburgh, Ajiril 9. 1 76^, 
and having taken the above articles of indiftment into tlicir fe- 
rious confideration, did, by their aft of that date, find and de- 
clare. That thepannels, T s K r, A-: — w E ^n, and 

R :t M n, are guilty, A R T «nd PAR T,' of the 

numerous, i^ijjnes of fneering, overbearing, browbeating, &c, 
ice, as laid againft them by the Rev. Mr Adam Gib': but as 
they found it neither praSIicable, ncr for edtficatioriy to make 
$ut a' particular inquity into the truth of thefe crimes * alle- 
ged againft the pannels ; they therefore prayed the Rev. Mr Gib, 
that, in virtue of the high pbwers wherewith they have inveft- 

* And in regard that feveral fa£ls, relative to the decifion of the Synod in April 
laft, appear to be ilill difputed by the different parties whom the faid decilion re- 
fpe^ed^— while the Synod find it neither praiflicable nor for edification, to make 
•ut a particular Inquiry into the truth of thefe fad:s ; that they therefore require 
JMr Gib to pafs over any injury he thinks he has received by faid dedfion,—- and for 
peace-fake to-pafs from his proteft,. withdrawing it, with all his papers refpeding ' 
the lame ; and that they exprefs their Silfatisia^ion vdth the undutiful an4 
ijfrpf pedtful treatment whklr A^Gib has met with, dui)ng thp i^rhple co|))rfe Qf 
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ed him, he would gracioufly pardoQ any ftcps which they may 
have uhwarify taken, in this affair, contrary to bis inclination. 
IN CONSIDERATION of which favour, the Rev. 
Synod did unanimoufly decree, (excepting two who did not 

vote), .That the fqrefaid panncls, T s K r, A r-w 

B — -— n, and R 1 M n, fliall be brought to the baf of 

faid Synod, and then and there have their cliaraders fj ANGED, 
DRAWN, and QUARTERED ; that thefe be divided into 
pieces ; and that a piece of each of thefe (hall be faftened to 
the foundingrboard of every ^Seceding pulpit in Great Britain 
and Ireland, .there to be expofcd by way of infamy, to the 
terror of others for committing the like in time coming. And 
they require the Rev. Mr Gib, to fee that tjiis fentence be ex* 
aftly executed, according to the haill tenor thereof. 

N. B. In confequence of the truft repofed in him, the Rev^ 
Mr Gib did put this fentence in execution, fo far as it was 
pdflihle or competent for him fo to do, by publifhing a 
writing for that effeft, dated, Ediribtirgh, February 26. 
J 767. figned AD-^M GIB, and entitled, A refuge of 
lies fweeped away y &c, 

DEFENCE of the above Sentence. 

% 

It is aftoniihing to hear what a hideous outcry the pannels^ 
And fome other clamorous perfons, have made againft this fame 
equitable and righteous decifion : A fentence, I will affirm, fo 
agreeable to juftice, fo conformabk-to the rules of the AiToci- 
ated church, and the dictates . of common fenfe, that I may 
venture to defy them to find a parallel to it in the praAice 6f 
any court, either civil or eclefiaftical, in the like circumftanti- 
ate cafe. The pannels have fuggefted a variety of impertinent 
objections agiinft the fame, which I can hardly tranfcHbe, 

without firft aiking pardon of the. reader.-*^ How, fay they, 

•can any court judge of a caufe, without previoufly inquiring 
into the truth of thqfe- fafts, in- which the merits of it confift ? 
How can men judicially pafs a fentence, wjthout firft inform- 
ing themfelves of the grounds upon which that fentence is to 
be pronounced ? How can any ecclefiaftical couiNi, in a con- 
fiftency either with form or equity, find and declare any per- 
ibns guilty of any crimes, without any judicial evidence that 
they have committed thefe ?-- — The indecency of the lantz uag^ 
calls me to flop ; therefore I ihall give both a fuflicieat anir 
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tUfiiftory anfwer to all thefe impertinent interrogatories in three 
fentences. i . It was not expedient for the Aflbciate Synod to 
inquire into the truth of the fafts alleged againft the pannels 
by Mr Gih, for this good reafon, that fuch an inquiry was im* 
poffible in its nature. 2. It was not for edification to make 
fuch an inquiry. 3. There Was no occafion for the Synod'6 
doing fo, inafmuch as they had all legal evidence of the truth 
of thefe fafts, on the teftimony of the Rev. Mr Adam Gib. 

It was not expedijsnt for theSynod tomake a particular inquiry 
Into the truth of thofe-fiifts charged upon the pannels by Mr Gib* 
This will appear as plain as funfliine, if the nature of thofc 
fafts is properly attended to. They confifted in ** fome^faing 
** habitual of an osrerbearing manner of behavi our, with ban^* 
** tei!' or browbeating, where others concerned were of differ- 
*^ ent fentiments •". Now, I appeal to the judicious reader, 
whether or not it was poffible, for any court upon earthy to 
parcel out this charge into dif&rent parts, and then make a 
judicial inquiry into the tryjth of thefe, Had the pannels de- 
liberately weighed Mr Gib'$ rjeafonings On this point, they had 
never made fuch a noife about the Synod's refuiing to make a 
particular inquiry into the truth of thofe fafts, upon which 
they pafled ient.en$:e a^aiaft them. Fjpr^ as tiiat gentleman 
very juftly obferves, ** a fupporting of this article by!particular 
^* inftancefi^ Vas dot ^greeaUe to the iKatai^ of i£« The thing 
^* complained of was ONE thing ; which, accotJfUng to the nai- 
•*< turc of it; would t0me to be loft tind e»?anifli,— ^juft fo far 
^^ as it (faouid be diftinguiihed into a nunib^ of things. Such 
** an article, in its very nature, wa^ not to be fupj^'rced by a 
** number of particular inftances ; for how many could be faid to 
** makeupfomethingi(tf^i72/<z/in the manmr of behavipw^ * ?'* 
Had the pannels underftandings been but of the ordinary &;ev 
they miift furely have comprehended the force and pv^tictj of 
thefe plain, demonftrative, and irrefiftible arguments. For with 
what fhadqw of reafon could .they call fo louci for. the pairticur 
lars of a charge againft them, which, as Mr Gib idforms them^ 
cannot, in its nature, admit either of fpeciality or particida'- 
rity ? Does he not inform them, thj^t the accufation which ht 
preferred againft them, was ONE indiviiible thing, not to be 
fplit into parcels without deftrpying it ? Is there not a. name- 
lefs fomething in a nxan's air and looks, which the moft con** 
fummate phyfiognomifi canBOt particularly defcribe in words ; 

Refuge, p. 144, .. > 
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and yet this fame peculiarity may be veiy difagreeable and of- 
fenfive to fiich a delicate confcience as Mr Gib's. Befides, as 
that gentleman obferyes, can the pannels determine the precife 
number jof inftances, which conftitute a HABIT of browbeat- 
ing and overbearing ? It is plain, then, that had Mr Gib con- 
defcehded upon particular inftances of this hateful behaviour, 
or had the Synod judicially inquired into the truth of thefe, the 
whole charge advanced by him againft the pannels had been loft. 
Juft as a pound of quickfilver when preferved in a phial, is' 
ufeful ; but when fcattered in different particles on the ground, 
is good for nothing ; or as a watch is ufekfs for the purpofe of 
meafufing time, when lying in fo many difuniced pieces, upon 
the artiil's table. 

But to this muft be added, that the above fentence of the 
AiTociate Synod is capable of the plaineft defence, upon the 
grounds of general edification. Is it poffible, thai the pan nek 
need to be infortned, that* the edification of the body is the 
grand rule and ftandard by which all ecclefiaftical courts are di- 
re£led in their deciiions ? I am able to ftiew, that this fame fen- 
tence, of which the pannels fo bitterly complain, was ftri^ly a- 
greeable to this approved n^axim. I ihall illuflrate this by a cafe 
fbmewhat parallel. In 175—, the fetdement of the pariih of 

caxne before the General Affembly of the church of Scot- 

land,-'— — The pre&ntee appeared under fome fmall difadvan-^ 
tages to his caufe, 1^ having only the excifeman, the parifh- 
Sieadle, and fome few non-refiding heritors, as fubfcribers of 
Eis call, while the whole pariih were almoft to a man point- 
blank againft him. But this inconvenience vf^s fufficientlycom- 
penfated, in the judgnient of the Aflembly, by the weight and 
importance x>f a Noble patron! Parties having been hckrd", the 
caufc was decided by a. vote, and the fettlement carried in behalf 
of the prefentee, by a majority of fourfcorc and fix voices- 
^ow I aik, was not this fame fetdement agreeable to the gene- 
ral edification of that Venerable body ? It is plain it was fo, by 
the very confiderable odds of eighty-fix members of court. In 
like manner, when the AiTociate Synod pFOrtounced that me- 
qiorable fentence, condemning the pannels, and yet at the fame 
time refufing to inquire into the truth of the fafts, upon which 
they did condemn them ; was not this procedure agreeable to 
the genera! J yea to the univerfal edification of that Rev, body, 
excepting the two members tvho did not vote ? T£e plain -^ '^ 
fign of putting any queftion to a vote, in an ecclefiaftical c 
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U, that it may be deterixiined which fide of the caufe is for the 
general edification. Accordingly, if the matter is decided even 
by the majority of one^ voice, it is obvious, that fuch decifion is 
agreeable to ^hc general edi£cation of the court ; for it cannot 
be fiippofed that any member of a court will give his vote a- 
giinft his own edification. ' 

The panncls have thought proper tareprefeot this decree of 
the AfTociate Synod concerning them, as a flagrant violation 
of the rights of common equity and juftice. But I a& them, 
do they take the Rev. the AiTociate Synod to be zjuji ice -couit^ 
Ought they not to have known the difference between a court 
of confcience, and a court of juftice ; and' the different princi- 
pled alfo upon which tbefe feveral courts proceed in judgment ? 
A juftice- court muft direft their procedure by old moth-eaten 
afts of paliament, ar^d muft pay ftridl attention to right and 
nvrongi But a court of confcience, fuch as the A0bciate Sy- 
nojd, has nothing to do with thefe matters. General edifica- 
tion is the point with them ; and if this valuable end was gained 
. by their decifion againft the pannels, it is of fmall account, bf 
what means it was attained ; for this important end will autho- 
rife the ufe of a variety of means. Had the pannels duly at- 
tended to the accoimt which Mr Gib has given of the grounds 
upon which the Afibciate Synod proceeded in giving judgment 
againft them, they muft have been aihamed to offer fucl\ tri- 
fling objeftions againft it. For, as that gentleman juftly ob- 
ferves, " the Synod proceeded on the ground of general edi-- 
** JicatioTiy without any judgment about fin or duty, RIGHT 
« or W R O N G, as to the merits of the caufe *." This 
fatisfatflory account of the matter may well filence the pan- 
nels, and all thofe other clamorous malecontents, who have 
made fuch noife about the above fentence. For what have the 
Aflbciate Synod to do with RIGHT or WRONG ? As thefe 
piti^^lirios are not within the province of a court of confcience^ 
the Synod was not obliged to pay any attention to them. Now^ 
it muft be obferved, that had they inquired into the truth of 
the fafts, in which the merits of the caufe confifted, they muft 
have been led out of their proper fphere as an ecclefiaftic court ; 
and who knows which of the parties in controveriy might have 
been found in the RIGHT, or which in the WRONG ? 

Uniformity of chara£ter is an amiable thing. We jufily ap- 
_ plaud this, when we obferve it in the behaviour of individuals f 

• Refuge, p. 179- 
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and ve ought^ with equal reafon, to admire it, wlxen we dif- 
xern it in the procedure of eccleiiadical judicatories. Of all 
courts of tbts nature, the Aflbciate Synod is defervedty entitled 
to ^he firft place on the roll of fame ; a6d that too in the very 
article of their procedure, of which the pannels fo groundlsfsly 
complain ; I mean their fuilaining general charges ^gainrt them, 
and pronouncing fentence on the merits of tliefe, without in-? 
quiring into the truth of the fame. For, a$ Mr Gib juftly 
obferves, " this fame a(£k of Synod may be juuly and fully 
** vindicated, — as much as any thing ever they di^, unlets it 
" fhould be quarrelled on the fcore of too much lenity" tOr 
wards the pannels *, The Aflbciate Synod have pafled many 
afts which might veiy dcfervedly be recorded here ; but as I 
conceive Mr Gib has his eye efpecially upon that memorably 
deed, whereby they delivered o^er the-Burgher.feparatifts to 
Satan, I fhall, by a few obfervation?, demouftrate, that their 
aft concerning the pannels may be 4/ /^^U^ vindicated^ as the 
forefaid juft and neceflai-y decree. 

It is very remarkable^ that there is a coincidence of circum- 
ftances, in the veiy' original rife of the difpute betwixt Mr GiU 
and the pannels, and that of the controverfy betwixt the Affo' 
ciatcSynod, and their heretical brethren. The laft, fo far as 
I underftand it, took its irife in manner following, gpnae perr 
fons finding that the members of the Affbciate Synod had ex- 
cellent ftomachs, and could digeft the ftrongeft efculents, pror 
cured a BONE; which had lain, upwards of an hundred yearsj 
in the charterfcheil of a certain northe;rn city •\ • an4, at a meet- 
ing of the AiTociate Synod, threw it upon the table before 
them. Whether this was done by way of whet to their appe- 
tite, or with adefign of breaking their teeth, I will not deter- 
mine : but fo it was, that fbme members no fooner faw the* 
bone, than they grafped at it with as much eagernefs, as if they 
had kept lent for fifteen months before. Others indeedi whofc 
ftomachs were more deHcate, were for throwing it. in^n^ediately 
to the dogs. But the Rev. Mr Adam Gib, having applied the 
faid BONE to his nofe, immediately declared it good and 
fvholefome food, fit to be e^t, not only by every member of Sy- 
nod, but alfo by their families at hoisie* It was alleged by the 
members of fqueamiOi ftomachs, that the Synod had no right 
tq in^pofe fuch uncommon food upon their families at l^om^^ 

•Refuge, p. 17s. 
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without firft feeling their pulfes, in order to know if thejr 
were able to digeft fuch a morfel. In proof of this^ they pro*- 
duced an old PrcfbjFterian receipt, (a fort of femily-gicce), 
which prefcribes, that no nfafter of a family fhall introdu€e in- 
to his houfe anynew or fufpicions -food, orprefent the fame t6 
his children and fervants, until he has carefully examined th^ 
conditution of every member of' his houfehold, and had pro- 
per evidence, that fuch food ihall fit eafy upon their refpedtivc 
fiomachs. But the Rev. Mr Gib and others, having picked off 
fome fplintei-s from the bone, found thefe agree fo well with 
their appetite; that they immediately refolved and agreed, that 
every mafter of a houfe has an inherent right, as head of tht 
family, to oblige all within his walls to eat Whatever food ht 
fhall think proper to prefent before them, provided he partakes 
of the fame himfelf, were it even hemlock or arfenic, and that 
too without confulting either their palates or their conftitutions. 
It fecms the majority of the members who at th4t time compa- 
fed the Affociate Synod, were fo obftinately tenaciotis of their 
old family-receipt, that they would not agree,^ that dther thiey 
i)f their families fhould tafle the BONE^ until they were fatiO* 
fied, that their ftonjachs were able to digeft it. This ftubborn re- 
folution obliged Mr Gib to give up hdufekeeping with the faid ♦ 
members, and todiffolve the houf?h61d, by PROTESTING, tftat 
the above-mentioned Prefbyterian receipt fhould not be put in 
pradlice ^ by which PROTEST the Afociate Sy^nod^ W2is at onc^ 
eftabliihed upon the fure and ftable foundation which it no^;^ 
ftands upon. For, in confequence of Mr Gib*s proteft, th6 
inembers of Synod, whofe digeftion was ofapiecie with his own. 
Were invited to attend hira next day at his own houfe ; where 
they dined upon the faid BONE; which, by his remafkabl^ 
ikill in cookery, was fervcd up to them, both hafhed, minced, 
boiled, and roafted. I know it has been dffirmed, that this 
meal did nOt fit eafy upon the ftomachs of all the 'gueft*. But 
although one of thefe vomited up this morfel before he dicdj 
this is no evidence of its being bad food ; for thie Rev, Mir Gib 
declares, that he has not thrown up thfe leaft patt bf it to thi* 
day; and he hopes It will fit eafy upon his fiomachj and noUrifk 

, !us conftitutiori tiJr his dying day. 

Vtdm this ftbrt hiftory of the BONE, it appea««, thstt iht 
©rigin of the debate betwixt Mr Gib and the paiinets,, khd thi* 
controverfy between the Affociate Synod and their ieparating 

"" "^hrcD, was precifdy the fame, namely, a PROTEST ta-. 
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ken bjr the Rev. Mr Adam Gib. In the firft inftance^Ir G* 
frotejUdy that the Aflbciate Synod had an inherent right and 
power to oblige all their families to make a meal of the BONE^ 
without confuUing either tlieir health or conftitutions. In the 
iecond, I]£ protsfied againft the panfids fitting in SeiQon with 
Jiim at Crofs-caufey) unlefs they acknowleclged their fupcrci*- 
lious and browbeating MANNER of behaviour; and to 
both-thefe proteds, he iUU very fteadily and confcientioufly ad? 
heres. Now, 1 defire the reader may duly attend to the nature 
of a PROTEST, efpecially when taken by the Rev. Mr Gib, 
before the Ailbciate Synod. An hundred and forty-five of the 
chief women in Mr Gib's congregation, in a dutiful and loyal 
'addreis to him, have explained this to be a fiandit^g under the 
banner or ftandard of a protcftation. If then a proteft in the 
Afibciate Synod by Mr Gib is the difplaying of a banner, 
or the erefting of a ftandard, it is certainly the fame with dif- 
playing colours, and then beating up for volunteers to attend 
them; and I defy my reader to condefcend upon an inftancc 
of a monarch, who once erefted his fiandard^ and afterwai'ds 
fufiered it to fall to the ground, until he was fairly beaten off 
the field. How thentrould Mr. Gib fuffer' the ftandard of his 
frOfteJt to fall, unlefs he had timidly betrayed the caufe for 
which he fo juftjy contended, and thus been unfaithful to his 
own dignity and credit ? The pannels indeed, under the pre- 
tence of a difpofition for peace, endeavoured to prevail with 
Mr Gib to permit his ftandard to fall to the ground. But this 
meafure was too glaring, to be embraced by that gentleman. 
For upon the fuppofition that Mr Gib had fiiflPered his proteft 
againft the pannels to fall, thqn, of courfe, they might hav« 
aiked him next to drop his proteft againft his brethren in the 
matter of the B O N E ; and then the confequences of his doing 
fo would have been the entire fubverfion of the Afibciate Synod, 
which ftand^ entirely upon the folid foundatioki of MrHWi 
^oteft. But that gentleman was too quick-fighted, not to be \ 
aware of the confequences of fufibring his ftandard to ftM,' 
after it wa&difplayed in any caufe. 

The falling of banners or ftandards, is an event which hi- 
ftory proves to be a very ferioua matter. There are rwo memo* 
rable inftances of this truth ; one in the cafe of James t&t 
Eighth, who ftood candidate for a crown ; the other in that of 
CharleftL who endeavoured to keep pofieffion of one. Ttj 
ebftrved by a Rev. hiftoriao> that whed tiiie Earl of Mp 
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rcfted the ftandard of James VIII. at Brae-Mar> in the ycat 
1715, it Jiad not flood many hours before the gilded, ball on 
the top of it fell to the ground. Some highlandere endued 
with the privilege of the fecond fight, immediately pronounced 
this omen to be a certain indication of the unfuccef$fulnefs of 
the Chevalier's attempt upon the crown ; and very juftly too, 
as the event verified. Now, let it be rememberedi that when 
Mr Gib erefted the ftandard of his protcft againft his brethren 
in the article of the BONE, he was then only a candidate for 
the mitre of ecclefiaftical fupremacy in the Aflbciate Synod; 
which has been fince fo defervedly conferred upon h*m. In 
fuch circumftances, what might the confequences been, if Mr " 
Gib had fuffered his banner to fall to the ground ? Without 
any preteniions to the privilege of the fecond fight, I will 
roimdly declare, that if this had unluckily been the cafe, the 
fate of the unfortunate Chevalier an4 the Rev. Mr Gib had 
doubtlefs been the fame ; and the one had fallen as far ihort of 
the fupreme point of ecclefiafi:ical dignity in the Affociate Synod, 
as the pther did of ^he crown of Britain. But luckily for 
himfelf and the Aflbciate Synod, Mr Gib fupported his ftanr 
dard, fo.as to reach thereby the high office which he now To 
defervedly holds, namely, the fupremacy over all the Aflbciated 
churches in Britain, Ireland, and America, 

The fecond hiftorical inftance of this truth is in the cafe of 
Charles the Firft, grandfather to the above-mentioned titular 
Japnes the Eighth. When that martyred King was about to 
carry his arms, for the fecond time, againfl the Prefbyterians 
of Scotland, his banner, or ftandard, was ere£bed, to the befl 
of my remembrance, at Nottingham, (for I have not the hi- 
ftory of that period before me). The royal flandard was not 
difpiayed twenty-four hours, before it was obfcrved to lie pro- 
flrate on the ground. This accident was obferved at that time 
to be remarkably prejudicial to the King's interefls. Forj, after 
this unlucky event, his affairs never profpered, and every thing 
went to wreck with him, until at length his unhappy hiflory was 
concluded with the lofs of his liberty, life, and crown. Had 
Mr Gib fuffered the folemn flandard of his froteft to fall to 
the ground, it might in like manner have cofl him his mitre. 
For it often happens, that fmall incidents are produftive of 
▼cry great and important events. 
, I defirc the reader will now attend to the grounds upon 
-^-h the Affociate Synod pronounced' thcj^ two metno^ 


Table fentences. ' In thd cafe of their cxcommnnicated bre- 
.three, they proceeded againft them on tliis general and jvfi 
charge, t^lat they had dropt the WHOLE of the teftimony. 
Thefc gentlemen indeed, like the panncls, infifted that the 
Synod ihould prove them guilty of the fafts imported in this 
accufation, and convift them of either herefy or immorality, 
before they fent them a^packing to the devil. But there was no 
occaiion to. take this round-about way, when the end might be 
^ reached by a much nearer and fhorter cut. Is not public noto- 
riety^ as Mr Gib expteffes it, a much furer evidence of the 
truth of any charge than the teftiniony of a few private per- 
fons ? Surely the concurring voice of the public is much more 
to be depended on, than the evidence of any particular number 
of individuals. Now, the Rev. Mr Gib has clearly demonftra- 
ted in print, that theft genderaen had renounced the WHOLE 
of the teftimony, by their obftinate perverfenefs in the matter 
of the BONE. And indeed/ nothing can be more evident; 
for, as was €(bferved, Mr Gib left them on that occafion, and 
redned to his own houft : and it is very certain, that were he to 
go in pilgrimage (o Mecca, he could not fail to carry the 
W H O L £ of the teilimony alongft with him in his portman- 
teau. This obfervation plaiidy fhows the neceflity, as well as 
the equity of the Synod's fentence againft the pannels. For 
had the AiTociate Synod wantonly provoked Mr Gib to leave 
them, by fuftering the pannels to continue in poireflioa of their 
good charafters, he would inftandy have pocketed up the tefti- 
mony, and carried off the WHOLE of it, and then finally ex- 
auiftorated the court by a lolemn PR OT EST. Had the pan- 
nels duly attended to this, they would have dutifully acquiefced 
ki this judgment of the AiTociate Synod concerning them; 
nor would they ever have alleged that the procedure of that 
Rev. court in condemning them, without inquiring into the 
ti'uth of the accufation againft them, was contrary to L A W ; 
for neceflity knows no law : and if the principles of felf-pre- 
fcrvation are laudable Jin individuals, fo muft they equally be in 
the cafe of focieties. Seeing then Mr Gib's leaving the Aflbci- 
ate Synod, muft of neceflity have produced the final difiblutioa 
and utter ruin of that court, they were warranted, by the laws 
of fcif- prefer vation, to trample on all forms of law, in their 
procedure with the pannels, in order to prevent that dire cata-. 
itrcphe. ^ 

JBut why all this noife about the AiTociate Synod's refi 
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to inquire into the truth ofv thofe particular fa^s, for which 
they pronounced fentence upon the pannels ? If the matter is 
properly attended to, it will be found, that they had the moft 
unqueftionable evidence of the truth of thefe, in as much as 
they had the word of the Rev, Mr Adam Gib in fupport of 
them ; which they could not difcredit, unlefs they had been 
downright infidels. The pannels, it would appear, do not un- 
derftand what ftrefs ought to be laid upon verbum facerdotis^ 
or the word of a pricft. The Canon law allows this, in fomc 
inftances, to be equivalent to the teftimonyof any two laymen, 
which, it iff well known, is fufEcient to atteft the truth of any 
fa£l in civil courts, Seemg th^n Mr Gib plighted both his in- 
genuity and veracity to the Affociate Synod, in fupport of the 
uiith of thefe £a£b, there was no occafipn to malce any parti- 
cular inquiry concerning them I know indeed there goes a ftory 
of a famous judge,^ who declared in a certain cafe, that when 
the law requires two witnefles, he would not reft the evidence 
upon the teftimony of a fingle one, were it even Cato himfelf. 
But I defire it may be remembered, that however .great a man 
Cato was, yet he was not a Seceding clergyman ; which entire- 
ly alters the nature of the' caie. B^fides, there is teafon to be- 
lieve, Aat fame judge was utterly ignorant of the weight which 
ought to be laid upon die word of a prieft. It is true, a confi- 
derable number of Mr Gib's hearers lately declared in the news- 
papers, that they would not be fecurity to thp public either for 
his ingenuity or veracity. But they ought in juftice, ^t the 
fame time, to have told the' reaibn of this ; namely, that Mir 
Gib does not ftand in need of any perfon to be his iecurity, ei- 
ther for thfe one, or for the other. It is not ufual toTequire fc- 
curity in behalf of one, who, in the mercantile dialeft, is 
called a good man, but only in behalf of fuch as are in fufpedled 
ciitumftances. Now, it is well known, that, in the articles of 
' veracity and ingenuity^ Mr Gib is a good man, and deals to A 
VERY LARGE EXTENT in thefe; fo that he hi no 
occaiion to alk the credit of any man, as fecurity for him in 
this branch of bufinefs. For his veracity is fuch as bears iiaith 
not only before thq Aflbciate Synod, but againft 2J^y minute in 
all their records, when thefe happen to come in competition with 
it. An inftance of this occurred in the controverfy betwixt 
Mr Gib and the pannels. It was recorded in the minutes o£ 
nod, that they had acknowledged they had not behaved to- 
ds Mr Gib with all the refpeA due to his high charaAer. 
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But» fayd diat gentlemkn, *< I nuuntained before the Synod af'^ 
** terwards, that this was afialfehood marked in the xniimte% 
'«* widibut any one offering to contradift me *."— = — How then 
. could the pannels allege, diat the Synod had no proper evi* 
deike'of the truth of thefaAs, upon which they pronounced 
(entente agsdnft them ? Had they not all necefTary e<rfdence iti 
iupport of ' thefe ; . yea fuch evidence as is lufficient to overturli 
and difprove their own minutes, when thefe chance to come in , 
competition with it ? It was owing to a confcioufneifl of this 1 
truth, that when Mr Gib found it neceflary to give the lie to i 
the minytes of Synod, every member was fo fully perfuaded of v^ 
the juftice and propriety of the compliment^ that not one of 
them dared to contradiA him. 
. But I hope the reader will be fully fatisfied of the equity and 

^ juftice of the above fentence againft the pannels, when he is in « 

. formed of the reafonable and eafy terms upon which they might 
have prevented it. Their conduft was as obftinate and perverfe, as 
the behaviour of the famous Willisim Pennf , when tried before 
the Lord Mayor of London, forpreaching in the ftreets; of which 
crime he was acquitted. Being brought into court, he was 
ordered to take off his large ,broad-brii;nimed hat ; but friend 
Penn*s conicience not permitting him to pay this piece of de- 
cent refpeft to the bench, he was fined for his contempt of 
court, in the fum of Ibrty marks^ and committed to prifon un^ 
til he paid the fame. Now^ how eafily might the Quaker have ' 
both preferved hk liberty, and faved his money ? It would 
have coft him only the compliment of a hat to the Lord Mayor. 
With as much eafe might the pannds have prevented the infa- 
my which they lie under^ I7 the.fentence of the Aflbciate Sy- ' 
nod^ had not their countenances been as unpliable as the Qua- 
ker's confcknce. It would have coft them no more to be re- 
ftored to Mr Gib's favour, than fmoothing their brows, and 
modulating the tone of their voices into a proper key< That 
gentleman, however unjuftly they reprefent him as implacable^ 
declares, «* That a fmall matter would have made all end well, 
—and prevented many difinal confequencesi A fmall de- 
gree of lowering the tone and Jmoothing the brow^ would 
have been readily accepted ^." Surely there could not be 
more reafonable and eafy terms propofcd'; attd as the pannels 
compliance with thefe would have entirely fatisfied Mr Gihit. 
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€onfci^te» their bbfti&acy in Mfafiog dbefe jiifllf merited aH 
the we^ht of the heavy fentence which the Aflbcnrc JSynod 
proDonnced upon tbem^ liiemfore I hopt the candid reader 
will agree wi(h Mr Gib» that the above fenfience of the Afibci- 
ateSjrnod ma^ be '' juftly and fully vindicatory is much m 
: ^* any Jdung ever they did^ unkfs it may be i|uarrelkd on ^ 
** fcoreof too much lenity tpwarcU "^'^ the pnneU. 


^ 


# «i»«-i 


^e'yge, p, 175, 


T H £ £ N 0. 



r 


/ 


1 


' 


y 





■ i- : 




I 


